International students: The skilled professionals of tomorrow DI

International students make a key contribution to Germany’s economic
development as highly educated professionals. They are urgently needed as
skilled specialists, particularly in the STEM fields.

Strong interest in Germany as a study destination ...

379.939

@ international students were studying in Germany in the 2023/2024 winter semester.
This makes Germany the third most popular destination country worldwide - and
also the most popular non-English-speaking host country.

TOP THREE REASONS
FOR THE UNIVERSITY

TOP THREE REASONS
FOR GERMANY

1. Affordable tuition fees
2. Attractive career prospects

1. Study program content
2. English-language degree programs
3. Availability of English-language programs 3. University reputation
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Every cohort of international students contributes around
eight times more to the revenue of public budgets in the long

E term than the state invests in them on balance - that amounts
to around €15.5 billion per cohort.
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In addition, they contribute to the intellectual diversity and internationalization
of German higher education and research, making them vital to Germany’s
reputation as a top destination for research, business, and innovation.

... particularly in STEM subjects
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Half of the international students are
enrolled in a STEM degree program.
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of international students are enrolled in
engineering degree programs.

While the number of German students
German students’ International students’  enrolled in STEM is steadily declining, the
initial STEM enrollment  initial STEM enrollment number of international students studying
2013-2023 2013-2023 STEM subjects is rising significantly.
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Sources: DAAD & DZHW (2025). Wissenschaft weltoffen kompakt 2025. Bielefeld. // DAAD (2025, in Druck). Special Anaylsis of the Benchmark internationale
Hochschule (BintHo). // DAAD & DZHW (2024). Wissenschaft weltoffen 2024. Bielefeld. // Geis-Thone et al. (2025). Volkswirtschaftliche Effekte der Zuwanderung

and Space tiber die Hochschulen. Institut der deutschen Wirtschaft. // OECD (2022). International Migration Outlook 2022. Paris. // Statistisches Bundesamt (2024).
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Many international students stay in A win for the region < < <

Germany

STAY RATES

According to the OECD, Germany
has the highest retention

rate of international students
alongside Canada in international
comparison.

STAY INTENTIONS

= £06.000

international students successfully
complete their studies in Germany
per year.
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have the highest stay intentions.

5 2% A solid half of international students want to stay
in the German state where they studied after
they finish their degree.
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46 % 3 6 % of them are even planning to stay in the

region where their university is located.
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of international students are still in
Germany 10 years after starting

their studies, according to the .
German Federal Statistical Office. Strong desire to learn German
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Just about half of international Half of all international students of international students studying in
@ students have German skills at enrolled in bachelor’s programs English-language programs improve
7\ 64% the B2 level or higher. study in German. their German language skills by
taking part in language courses that

\ . run alongside their studies.
of current international students

plan to remain in Germany after
completing their studies. Early labour market participation, strong entrepreneurial spirit
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Students in the fields of economics, engineering, and computer science of international students sustain Approximately one in two The proportion of those wishing
themselves through part-time work. international students who intend to start their own business is
This means that most of them are to stay can imagine starting a particularly high in the fields of
already contributing to the German business in Germany. economics, engineering, and
labor market while studying. computer science.
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