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Ausgewahlte wissenschaftliche Artikel aus den vom DAAD geférderten Zentren sind erstmals

2022 als Jahrbuch erschienen, schon hier hat sich eine groRe Bandbreite der Forschungs-
leistungen gezeigt. Dieses Jahr erscheinen die Artikel nacheinander auf der Website des DAAD -
monatlich jeweils zwei oder drei. Die Autorinnen und Autoren arbeiten und forschen an Zentren
in 11 Landern: Niederlande, Frankreich, Polen, GroRRbritannien, Israel, USA, Kanada, Korea, China,
Japan und Brasilien. Die Arbeiten zu transnationaler Migration, kulturellem Austausch, nachhal-
tiger Entwicklung, europaischer Integration und politischen Systemen erscheinen abschlieRend
gesammelt in einer Anthologie.
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Introduction

For the U.S.-German and broader Transatlantic
relationship, 2021 was a pivotal year, witnessing
an important Wende (change) in government in
the United States in January (albeit after a failed
insurrection/coup on January 6th) - from the
Republican Trump Administration to the Demo-
cratic Biden Administration. By December, Ger-
many also had a new government with the shift
from Angela Merkel’s sixteen years of Chris-
tian Democratic-led coalitions to Olaf Scholz’s
Social Democratic-led, novel three-party gov-
ernment with the Greens and Liberals. Policies
and personnel changed dramatically. A new era
of comity between centre-left governments on
both sides of the Atlantic seemed nigh and a
rapprochement of sorts after the security and
trade tensions of the Trump years was widely
predicted.

But, everything immediately changed about two
months after the new German government was
sworn in when Russian President Vladimir Putin
invaded Ukraine on February 24, 2022. This
shocking breach of international law and rela-
tive post-Cold War stability prompted the biggest
change in German foreign policy in generations
with profound implications for the Transatlantic
relationship. Indeed, even more than a Wende,
this was a Zeitenwende (sea change or paradigm
shift) as Chancellor Scholz repeatedly pro-
claimed (Scholz, 2023).

A year after this reorientation, however, severe
challenges with implementation have surfaced
in addressing ongoing hostilities to Germany’s

east, as well as the persistent political and
cultural attitudes nurtured by a generation of
peace and security - namely, an ingrained paci-
fism and a reluctance to lead (Paterson, 2011).
Although renewed solidarity within NATO and
the Transatlantic relationship is evident, many
of Germany’s partners in Europe, and some
influential figures in the United States, have
criticised the country’s supposed dithering over
assistance for Ukraine. Moreover, economic ties
are still burdened by lingering Trump-era tariffs,
protectionist implications from the American
Inflation Reduction Act, and EU plans for car-
bon pricing. Both the Biden Administration and
allies abroad should be concerned about nativist
and isolationist domestic voices, especially after
the Republicans took over the House of Repre-
sentatives in January 2023. Tensions over energy
policy and the stance towards China also persist.

This chapter examines the Transatlantic rela-
tionship, specifically the all-important German-
American relationship, in the wake of the gov-
ernmental changes of 2021 and the paradigm
shift of 2022. We contextualise the current sit-
uation in the larger historical evolution of the
relationships with the goal of assessing how
permanent the contemporary shifts might be.
Will the reorientation of German foreign policy
stick? Despite the Russian war on Ukraine, will
the United States continue its pivot towards
Asia? Will the era of comity across the Atlantic
persist in the face of periodic partisan shifts in
both countries?

The History of the U.S.-Germany Relationship

The multifaceted German-American relation-
ship has been operative since the establishment
of each state and even before. For most of the
nine-teenth century, this was more of a cul-
tural and demographic relationship. Over the
nineteenth century, about 7 million Germans
emigrated to the United States. In 1900, 10 %

of Americans were first- or second-generation

German immigrants, the largest group by far
(Luebke, 1983). Even today, a sizeable proportion
of the U.S. population claims German ances-

try. In 2014, this was still the largest reported
ancestry group at about 14 % of the popula-

tion, including a quarter of whites (U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau, 2016). At many points in time, this
group has been a factor in U.S. policy and the
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bilateral relationship. The German-American
community was a reason for the late entry of the
United States in World War I, for the lengthy period
of isolationism and even appeasement in the 1930s,
and then arguably was a force behind the staunch
defence of the Federal Republic during the Cold War.

The modern German-American relationship
dates to World War II. Even 70 years later, the
World War II era framing is still important to
the relationship. In a 2015 Pew Survey, 47 %

(51 % in the 18-29 group) of Americans, but
only 20 % of Germans thought World War II and
the Holocaust were the most important events
in U.S.-German relations; 20 % of Germans but
only 3 % of Americans said the Marshall Plan.
Meanwhile, 35 % of Germans and 28 % of Ameri-
cans said the fall of the Berlin Wall was the most
important historical event (Pew Research Cen-
ter, 2015).

The United States played a pivotal role in defeat-
ing Nazi Germany and the American occupation
after 1945 included the location of many military
installations in Germany and the deployment

of 10 million Americans there over the years
(Kane, 2004). In fact, the presence of hundreds
or tens of thousands of U.S. troops in Germany
has been and continues to be a big factor in the
overall bilateral relationship (Fig. 12.1).

The current 35,000 troops belie the importance of
Germany for the U.S. military. Among forty sepa-
rate installations, both Europe and Africa com-
batant commands are located in Stuttgart. The
Ramstein Air Base hosts the headquarters of the
USAF in Europe and NATO Allied Air Command,
and the nearby Landstuhl Regional Medical Cen-
teris the only U.S. military hospital in Europe and
is the largest such facility outside of the U.S. Con-
struction of a new $970 million facility started in
2022 (to be completed in 2027) (Kime, 2022). More
generally, the U.S. presided over the construction
of the post-war liberal international order and de-
fence of the Federal Republic also through NATO
over the Cold War years.

Over the post-war decades, the overall relation-
ship has been quite positive with the countries
becoming the closest allies and commercial

partners of the other. Part of this was the incred-
ibly far-sighted and magnanimous policy of the
United States, exemplified by the Marshall Plan.
Instead of a punitive peace a la Versailles (or the
Morgenthau Plan), all U.S. administrations pur-
sued a policy of re-integration and acceptance
of the Federal Republic into Western and mul-
tilateral institutions, especially NATO (and the
subsequent rearmament of the FRG after 1955).
One should not forget that the original justifica-
tion of NATO was, in first NATO secretary gen-
eral Lord Ismay’s words ‘to keep the Russians
out, the Americans in and the Germans down.
Indeed, U.S. policymakers early on pursued a
strategy of dual containment, concerned not
just about the communist threat from the USSR,
but also a resurgent or even neutral Germany
(Junker, 2004, p. 93). Nevertheless, this stance
rapidly changed and the U.S. (nuclear) security
guarantee was the basis for all German security
arrangements and the ultimate basis of post-war
stability and prosperity.

Later, U.S. support during the George H.W. Bush
administration for German reunification in
1989-1990 was a crucial factor to allay the many
concerns of Germany'’s immediate neighbours
(UK, France, Poland). Capturing the trajectory of
the post-war years, on the eve of formal unifica-
tion on October 2, 1990, U.S. President George
H.W. Bush stated:

The United States is proud to have built with you
the foundations of freedom; proud to have been
a steady partner in the quest for one Germany,
whole and free. America is proud to count itself
among the friends and allies of free Germany,
now and in the future. Our peoples are united by
the common bonds of culture, by a shared heri-
tage in history. Never before have these common
bonds been more evident than in this past year as
we worked in common cause toward the goal of
German unity. Today, together, we share the fruits
of our friendship. (Bush, 1990)

Helmut Kohl, speaking for many Germans,
returned the sentiments stating that ‘George
Bush was for me the most important ally on the
road to German unity’ (Dunlop, 2017).
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Of course, this overall positive trajectory would
not have been possible had post-war Germany
not utterly transformed itself away from the
aggressive militarism, nationalism and xeno-
phobia of the old Reich (Baker etal., 1981).
Renouncing German possession and use of
chemical and nuclear weapons and severe con-
straints on the deployment of the Bundeswehr
were key aspects. Institutionally, with some
American direction, the Federal Republic has
created one of the most stable liberal democra-
cies in the world with explicit measures in place
to defend the political system from subversion
(Langenbacher, 2021). The FRG has pursued
explicit policies of contrition and reconciliation
with its neighbours and post-Holocaust Jewish
communities (Gardner Feldman, 2012). Indeed,
the laborious construction of Germany’s Holo-
caust-centred collective memory and its culture
of contrition has been a crucial component of
Germany'’s rehabilitation and good relationship
with the United States and other countries today.

More generally, the country has pursued a
policy of ‘reflexive’ multilateralism, aimed at
complex interdependence and evident in the
movement towards European integration in
which numerous sovereign powers (and curren-
cies) have been pooled and transferred to supra-
national authorities. Its entire self-conception
is as a civilian power, trading state, or geo-eco-
nomic power that uses trade, diplomacy, cul-
ture, and soft power to achieve objectives (Craw-
ford, 2007; Kundnani, 2014). This new foreign
policy identity was most memorably expressed
in the new Ostpolitik towards the Eastern bloc
after the 1960s, pushed initially by the Social
Democrats (and Liberals), but later becoming a
cross-party consensus. This was based on what
have become deeply internalised instincts like
Wandel durch Annaherung (change through rap-
prochement) and after the Cold War, an evolu-
tion into Wandel durch Handel (change through
trade). Not confined to elites, the more paci-
fistic, anti-national, liberal democratic values
became deeply anchored in the German pop-
ulation. In a 2004 study, fully 52 % of Germans
were classified as doves and only 4 % as hawks -
versus 10 % doves and 22 % hawks in the United
States (Asmus etal., 2004).

In addition to the security dimension of the rela-
tionship, there are deep economic ties between
the two developed countries and pillars of the
post-World War II rules-based liberal inter-
national order. For the United States in 2022,
Germany ranked 5th for imports and 6th for
exports (Statistica, 2023a). For Germany that
same year, the United States was the top export
destination and 3rd highest source of imports
(Destatis, 2023). Germany has retained a trade
surplus with the United States for many years.
Were one to look at total U.S.-EU trade the depth
of ties is even clearer. This is not even to men-
tion the regulatory aspect with the United States
and increasingly the EU setting the standards
and rules for the entire international system
(and sometimes coming into conflict with each
other). German foreign direct investment in the
United States rose from $122 to over 400 billion
from 2000 to 2021, amounting to about 8 % of all
FDI in the United States and generating about
700,000 jobs (Statistica, 2023b). Conversely,
American companies invested $170 billion in
2021 in Germany, making the United States the
largest source of non-European investment (Sta-
tistica, 2023c).

Despite the positive overall relationship, there
have always been recurring periods of tension.
There were issues early on with the remilitarisa-
tion of the FRG in 1955 and some criticism from
German Cold Warriors over seemingly tepid
U.S. responses to communist aggression such as
during the Berlin crisis and the building of the
Berlin Wall in 1961. In the late 1970s and early
1980s, the peace movement in West Germany
made the implementation of the NATO dou-
ble-track decision quite difficult. After the end of
the Cold War, U.S. pressure to get the Germans
to pay more for defence and to take on more
responsibilities was constant - and resulted in
the 1994 decision of the Constitutional Court
allowing for Bundeswehr participation in NATO
out-of-area missions, eventually culminating

in support for NATO bombing missions against
Serbia in the late 1990s in the context of blood-
shed in the former Yugoslavia, and Bundeswehr
participation in the invasion and presence in
Afghanistan after 2001 (turning into the longest
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mission in FRG history, ending only in the sum-
mer of 2021).

In addition to pressuring the Germans to spend
more on defence, there has also been a lot of
criticism of German economic policy over per-
sistent trade surpluses to inadequate support
for struggling countries during the Euro crisis
(Krugman, 2013). From the German side, criti-
cism of an overly aggressive and militaristic U.S.
foreign policy has also been constant from sev-
eral quarters of the political spectrum.

A notable low point in the German-American
relationship occurred when the Red-Green
government of Chancellor Gerhard Schréder
refused to participate in the decision of the
George W. Bush administration to invade Iraq in
2003. U.S. policy was memorably encapsulated
with Condoleezza Rice’s famous pronounce-
ment to ‘punish France; ignore Germany; for-
give Russia’ (Hoagl, 2003). Relations were poor
for several years and really only improved after
Merkel came to power in 2005. Despite a rocky
start (Merkel denied Candidate Obama’s sum-
mer 2008 request to hold a rally in front of the
Brandenburg Gate), the German-American rela-
tionship during these years was strong, aided by
the exceptional bond between President Obama
and Chancellor Angela Merkel forged through
substantial crisis management (the financial cri-
sis, the Euro crisis, post-2014 Russian aggression
in Ukraine, etc.). During one of his last trips to
Europe in April 2016, he had this to say:

On behalf of the American people, | want to thank
Angela for being a champion of our alliance. And
on behalf of all of us, | want to thank you for your
commitment to freedom, and equality, and hu-
man rights, which is a reflection of your inspiring
life... I have to admit that | have developed a spe-
cial place in my heart for the German people ...
And as always, | bring the friendship of the Ameri-
can people. We consider the German people, and
all of our European allies, to be among our closest
friends in the world. (Obama, 2016)

Indeed, other strong dyadic relationships such
as between Adenauer and Eisenhower or Kohl
and Reagan/H.W. Bush have also been import-
ant and positive factors - as have weak interper-
sonal relationships between Helmut Schmidt
and Jimmy Carter or Merkel and Donald J.
Trump.

The probable nadir of the relationship arrived
with Trump in the White House from 2017 to
2021. Trump’s rhetoric towards Merkel and Ger-
many (as well as the EU) was relentlessly nega-
tive. Early in the campaign in October 2015,
Trump was critical of Merkel: ‘They’re going

to have riots in Germany ... I always thought
Merkel was, like, this great leader. What she’s
done in Germany is insane’ (Keneally, 2017). In
December 2015, he said she was ‘ruining’ Ger-
many with her refugee policy and then in August
2016 he stated that ‘Hillary Clinton wants to be
America’s Angela Merkel, and you know what a
disaster this massive immigration has been to
Germany and the people of Germany. Crime has
risen to levels that no one thought they would
ever see’ (Knigge, 2017; Keneally, 2017). During
their first, tense meeting at the White House in
March 2017, there were allegations that Trump
did not shake Merkel’s hand when asked and
that he presented her with a ‘bill’ for what Ger-
many owed the United States for providing secu-
rity. In May 2017, Trump went off on Germany
again around the meeting of NATO leaders and
the G7 Summit and then in a variety of tweets.
Germany was ‘bad, really bad,” German auto-
mobile exports are unfair (singling out BMW),
and once again that the country ‘owes’ the U.S.
money for security (Sauerbrey, 2017). At the G7
Summit 2018 (which generated the iconic photo
of Merkel looming over a seated Trump), Trump
refused to sign the joint communiqué, insisting
that Russia be re-admitted and threatening more
trade restrictions. He reportedly called Merkel
‘stupid, a ‘loser, and worse (Seddiq & Haltiwan-
ger, 2021).

Although usually confined to the level of rheto-
ric - for instance, Trump hinting that he would
withdraw the U.S. from NATO and advocating
for the break-up of the European Union - there
were real policy consequences. In mid-2020, for
instance, the U.S. government announced plans
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to withdraw 12,000 troops from Germany and
move the U.S. European Command to Belgium -
a decision frozen and then reversed in 2021 by
the Biden Administration (Emmott & Siebold,
2020). Trump’s Ambassador to Germany, Ric
Grenell, played an unusually critical public role
for a diplomat, repeatedly making comments
about personally intervening in European poli-
tics to empower populist conservatives and
resist elites, as well as publicly criticising Ger-
man NATO spending and military preparedness
(Gerdziunas, 2018). Economically, as part of his
‘America First’ doctrine, Trump imposed numer-
ous tariffs on various goods produced in the EU
(and elsewhere) such as 25 % on steel imports
and 10 % on aluminium in 2018. He withdrew
the United States from the Paris Climate Agree-
ment and the Iran nuclear deal (JCPOA) in 2018,
as well as from the Transpacific Partnership in
2017 and the faltering TTIP talks for freer trade
between the United States and the EU. All of
these moves deeply unsettled Germany, a quint-
essential trading state.

German public opinion towards Trump was uni-
versally negative. A Harvard University study of
media coverage of Trump’s first 100 days showed
that Germany’s public television channel was
the most critical with 98 % of stories coded as
negative (Patterson, 2017). Germans have also
had a more unfavourable view of the United
States compared to other European countries in
2016, 57 % of Germans had a favourable view,
versus 63 % of French people or 61 % of Brit-
ons (Wike & Poushter, 2016). Trump’s negative
comments about NATO, the European Union
and Germany'’s trade surplus created much con-
sternation. In February 2017, 78 % of Germans
viewed Trump with concern, whereas 58 %
took the same position towards Putin’s policies
(Czuczka, 2017). Only about 11 % of Germans
thought Trump would do the right thing regard-
ing world affairs versus 79 % who thought the
same about Biden around the time of his inau-
guration (Wike etal., 2021).

The official German response was comprehen-
sive, critical, but also notably restrained (at least
in public). Merkel always reacted with aplomb
but did not shy away from (veiled) criticisms.

Her public statements did sharpen over time. In
congratulating Trump on his electoral victory,
she said:

Germany and America are bound by common
values - democracy, freedom, as well as respect
for the rule of law and the dignity of each and
every person, regardless of their origin, skin color,
creed, gender, sexual orientation, or political
views. It is based on these values that | wish to
offer close cooperation, both with me personally
and between our countries’ governments. (Faiola,

2016)

Later at a campaign rally in 2017 she memo-
rably proclaimed: ‘The time in which we could
fully rely on others is a bit in the past ... I have
experienced that in the past several days.

And, because of that, I can say now that we
Europeans truly have to take our fate into our
own hands’ (Davidson Sorkin, 2017). She also
rebuked the Trump administration’s response
to the coronavirus pandemic in summer 2020.
‘As we are experiencing first-hand, you cannot
fight the pandemic with lies and disinforma-
tion any more than you can fight it with hate or
incitement to hatred ... The limits of populism
and denial of basic truths are being laid bare’
(Emmrich, 2020). But, her most pointed words
of the entire Trump era came after the attack on
the U.S. Capitol on January 6, 2021.

We all saw the unsettling pictures of the storming
of the U.S. Congress yesterday evening, and these
images made me angry and also sad ... A ground
rule of democracy is that after elections there are
winners and losers. Both have their role to play
with decency and responsibility so that democra-
cy itself remains the winner ... | regret very much
that President Trump has not acknowledged his
defeat since November and also again not yes-
terday. Doubts about the election outcome were
stirred and created the atmosphere that made the

events of last night possible. (Connor, 2021)

The government also implemented a high-pro-

file ‘Germany Year’ (Deutschlandjahr, Wunderbar
Together) over the course of 2018/2019 with innu-
merable activities aimed at reminding Americans
about the value of the U.S.-Germany relationship.
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The Early Biden Administration and the Change in Power

in Germany

‘America Is Back’: Biden Takes Office

The election of Joe Biden, a Transatlanticist
committed to traditional U.S. foreign policy
values, brought a huge measure of relief to
Europe and Germany in particular (Ellyat, 2020).
There was little doubt that under Biden Trans-
atlantic relations would be more amicable,

and cooperation more likely on issues such as
climate change. Germans expected that Biden
would take their input and concerns more seri-
ously than ‘the former guy, as Biden preferred to
refer to his predecessor. However, one election
could not undo European scepticism towards
the United States as a partner, which had waxed
under President Trump. Europeans questioned
the stability of American democracy, which
appeared shaken by the Trump years and an
extraordinarily tense election that culminated
in the anti-democratic violence of January 6.
Biden’s slim margins in Congress left him little
room for error to pass significant legislation

on climate change and other issues of mutual
importance. Like the Trump Republicans,
Biden and his party had moved away from free
trade and embraced more openly protectionist
policies to revive U.S. industry and help blue-
collar workers. Biden had also adopted a tough
stance towards China, an approach at odds with
the Merkel government. In some ways, Biden
seemed poised to offer Europe a more cordial
version of ‘America First. At the beginning of his
presidency, barriers to substantive Transatlan-
tic cooperation - ostensibly the desire of both
sides - remained in place.

Biden made clear from the first days of his presi-
dency that he would indeed prioritise repairing
relations with Europe and Germany. As the first
U.S. President to address the Munich Security Con-
ference (albeit virtually), Biden called the Trans-
atlantic partnership ‘the cornerstone of all that

we hope to accomplish in the twenty-first century’
and expressed confidence in ‘the global system’
that Europe and the United States had ‘worked so
hard to build over the last 70 years’ (Biden, 2021a).

In June, the United States and EU struck an agree-
ment to end a long-running trade dispute over
aeroplane subsidies, leading to a mutual removal
of retaliatory tariffs on other goods.

In July 2021, Biden welcomed his ‘dear friend’
Merkel back to the White House (Biden,
2021b). The visit resulted in a bilateral dec-
laration in which both countries pledged to
protect democracy, the rules-based interna-
tional order and European security. They also
committed to cooperate on emerging technol-
ogies and announced two new bilateral initia-
tives - the U.S.-German Economic Dialogue
and the U.S.-German Futures Forum. Shortly
after Merkel’s visit, the Biden administration
announced that it would not impose sanctions
to prevent the completion of the Nord Stream

2 gas pipeline between Germany and Russia,
despite viewing the pipeline as a ‘Russian geo-
political influence project’ (Gaouette & Hans-
ler, 2021). Administration officials made clear
that attempting to kill the pipeline at a late stage
of construction would not be worth the poten-
tial damage to the U.S.-German relationship.
To address concerns about Nord Stream 2’s
impact on Ukrainian security and blunt criti-
cism, the United States and Germany issued a
joint statement in which Germany committed to
limit Russian energy exports to Europe if Rus-
sia attempted to ‘use energy as a weapon’ and
support other regional energy security projects
(U.S. Department of State, 2021).

Biden’s decision to withdraw U.S. troops from
Afghanistan, based on an agreement the Trump
administration signed with the Taliban, rekin-
dled German and European concerns about U.S.
reliability and unilateralism. Top German poli-
ticians expressed deep disappointment in Biden
and the failed mission in the country, to which
German troops had contributed for two decades.
German political and security experts spoke of
a ‘big loss of confidence’ in U.S. military power.
Armin Laschet, Chancellor Candidate of the
centre-right CDU/CSU, viewed it as a wakeup
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call to strengthen European capabilities inde-
pendent of the United States (Bateson, 2021).
The withdrawal damaged Biden politically, fuel-
ling concerns that Republicans would quickly
return to power - an outcome that would jeop-
ardise cooperation on climate change and make
engagement more difficult.

In September, the United States signed a Pacific
defence partnership with Australia and the
United Kingdom (AUKUS) that resulted in the
cancellation of a lucrative French contract to
build submarines for Australia. For some in
Germany, AUKUS further undermined trust in
the United States and underscored the need
for greater European solidarity (Blenkinsop &
Emmott, 2021). Meanwhile, Biden’s push for
Transatlantic unity to address China’s rise ran
into resistance from Merkel, who had long cul-
tivated economic ties with China. She refused to
ban equipment manufactured by Chinese tele-
com giant Huawei from Germany’s 5G rollout
and took no steps to prevent Chinese shipping
company COSCO from purchasing a 35-per-
cent stake in a terminal at the Hamburg port
(later reduced to 24 % and greenlighted under
Scholz) - all despite Transatlantic concern over
Chinese investment in Europe’s critical infra-
structure (Brattberg, 2021).

Overall, Biden’s initial approach resulted in

a marked improvement in Transatlantic and
U.S-German relations. Through rhetoric and
cooperation, he reassured Europeans that the
United States still valued them as partners. In
circumstances where U.S. actions resulted in

a breach of trust with Europe, Biden sought

to quickly repair the damage, as he did with
French President Emmanuel Macron follow-
ing the AUKUS deal. He expressed support for
greater European strategic capabilities, which
would allow the United States to devote greater
attention to the Indo-Pacific. His warm personal
relationship with Merkel resulted in several
new bilateral initiatives and a renewed com-
mitment to shared values. The German pub-

lic responded strongly to this rapprochement.
During Biden’s first year in office, the share of
Germans who reported the bilateral relationship
as ‘good’ rose over 50 percentage points; nearly

half said they considered the United States Ger-
many’s most important ally, up from just 10 %
in 2020 (Poushter etal., 2021). As Merkel pre-
pared to leave office, climate change, trade, and
the behaviour of two autocracies - Russia and
China - remained at the top of the Transatlantic
agenda.

A New Convergence: The Ampel-Era
Begins

The Social Democrats under Olaf Scholz came
out on top of the September 2021 Bundestag
election and then engaged in over two months
of negotiations to form a novel three-party
coalition government. The parties that make

up the ‘Traffic Light’ or Ampelkoalition - the
Social Democrats, the Greens, and the liberal
Free Democrats - ran on distinct foreign policy
platforms (Franke, 2021a). On the Transatlan-
tic alliance, the Free Democrats espoused their
commitment to ‘German-American friendship’
without any specific caveats, while the Social
Democrats (SPD) and the Greens called for a
renewal based on ‘common values’ and democ-
racy. Each expressed support for maintaining
sanctions on Russia for its aggression towards
Ukraine. The Greens and FDP opposed continu-
ing construction on Nord Stream 2, while the
SPD - Merkel’s old coalition partner - did not
take a stance. All acknowledged the cooperative
and competitive aspects of Europe’s relationship
with China, with the Greens and Free Democrats
borrowing the EU’s ‘systemic rival’ language.
There were differing levels of support for a
European Army, with the FDP and SPD in favour,
and the Greens supportive of deeper military
cooperation but opposed to using member state
contributions to the EU for ‘military purposes.
On the Bundeswehr, each party favoured mod-
ernisation to some degree, although only the
FDP expressed full support for raising Germany’s
defence spending to 2 % of GDP by 2024. Finally,
all three parties called for abolishing nuclear
weapons in the long-term but did not take a clear
stance on the debate over replacing Germany’s
dual- capable Tornado aircraft, which allowed
Germany to carry out its nuclear sharing respon-
sibilities within NATO (Franke, 2021b).
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The final agreement or Koalitionsvertrag, signed
by the three parties in December 2021, reflected
the ample common ground between them on
foreign policy while avoiding some of their dis-
agreements (Bundesregierung, 2021). It con-
tained a strong affirmation of the importance of
Transatlantic relations for Germany and identi-
fied numerous areas of cooperation, including
global health, trade, emerging technologies, and
security. At the same time, the coalition called
for greater strategic sovereignty for Europe.

To that end, they proposed changing EU rules
to allow for majority-rule, rather than unani-
mous, decision- making on foreign and security
policy at the EU-level. Though an EU army was
not mentioned, the coalition partners called for
increased cooperation between national mili-
taries, with common command structures and
a civil-military headquarters. On NATO, they
committed to purchasing replacements for the
Tornado, confirming Germany’s continued par-
ticipation in NATO nuclear sharing. They did
not mention the 2 % spending goal but said they
would work with partners to fulfil NATO’s capa-
bility goals (Fahigkeitsziele) and invest accord-
ingly. The Bundeswehr was to be resourced,
equipped and restructured to improve mis-
sion-readiness. Regarding Russia, the coalition
supported constructive dialogue but demanded
an immediate end to its aggression towards
Ukraine and illegal annexation. Notably, they
took no position on Nord Stream 2. Towards
China - described as a systemic rival - they
called for a comprehensive German strategy
within the framework of EU policy, Transatlan-
tic cohesion and cooperation with like-minded
countries to reduce strategic dependence. They
urged Europe to engage with the Biden admin-
istration to set high social and environmental
standards for trade and to craft a data-transfer
agreement that would conform to European data
protection laws.

Overall, the Koalitionsvertrag represented a
greater degree of convergence with the United
States than had been the case since 2016. The
Biden administration has improved ties with
Germany since taking over in January 2021

by committing to Europe as a partner, adopt-
ing climate change as a priority and carefully

navigating differences with Merkel over Nord
Stream 2 and China. The new Ampelkoalition
took a much more critical line towards China
and echoed the Biden administration’s own lan-
guage when it committed to a ‘free and open
Indo-Pacific region.’ They did not endorse Nord
Stream 2, a project viewed critically across the
Atlantic. They aimed to enhance Europe and
Germany’s defence capabilities, a welcome
development in Washington, and avoid a poten-
tial falling-out over Germany’s role in NATO
nuclear sharing - despite the domestic unpopu-
larity of nuclear weapons (Bunde, 2021). Trade,
especially in the digital sector, remained an
unresolved priority, but past success and coop-
eration in other areas presented reasons for
optimism.

Zeitenwende

The Russian invasion of Ukraine on February

24, 2022, brought a major shock to the Trans-
atlantic alliance. Much of Europe, particularly
Germany, had long based its security policies on
the assumption that Russia would not use force

to achieve its geopolitical aims - given the deep
economic ties forged over the decades. Even
during the mobilisation of Russian troops to the
Ukrainian border prior to the invasion, many
doubted or underestimated the significance of
such a threat. In a move characteristic of pre-in-
vasion German security policy, then-Defence Min-
ister Christine Lambrecht infamously announced
a few weeks prior the planned donation of 5,000
protective helmets to Ukraine; as other nations,
particularly in Central and Eastern Europe,
pushed for the delivery of weapons, Germany gar-
nered intense criticism from its allies.

A few days following the invasion, however, it
seemed that Germany’s long-standing security
policies would be upended. In his monumental
speech on February 27th, Chancellor Olaf Scholz
proclaimed a Zeitenwende, announcing plans for
a fundamental restructuring and strengthening
of German foreign and security policy (Scholz,
2022a). These changes involved abandoning the
long-held policy of Ostpolitik and would include,
among other things, a e100 billion special fund
for the Bundeswehr and a plan to invest 2 % of
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GDP on defence to reach the NATO spending
target. Scholz also announced weapon deliveries
for Ukraine and strongly hinted that Germany’s
Tornado jets would be replaced with F-35 fight-
ers. These promises, along with his decision

to halt the certification of Nord Stream 2 days
prior, signalled that Germany had recommitted
itself to a robust national security policy.

The Zeitenwende speech was immediately well
received both within Germany and amongst its
allies. Party platforms appeared to be upended
overnight - the SPD and the Greens, in a near
180-degree reversal, became ardent support-
ers of Ukraine’s defence. German public opin-
ion seemed to embrace Scholz’s vision; one poll
conducted less than a month later indicated

63 % support for the e100 billion special fund,
with only 25 % against (Redaktionsnetzwerk,
2022). Another poll showed that 57 % of Ger-
man respondents supported weapon deliveries
to Ukraine (Hoffmann, 2022). Across party lines,
according to an April 28, 2022, survey, over 50 %
of FDP, CDU and Green respondents supported
heavy weapons deliveries, with the SPD polled at
45 % (Ehni, 2022).

Across the Atlantic, the United States welcomed
Germany’s commitments in what appeared to
many as a renewal of the German-American
partnership that had grown tenser in previous
years (Atlantik Briicke, 2022). For the first time
in decades, not only did Germany acknowledge
the need to strengthen its alliance and defence
commitments, but it was also backed by major-
ities of the German public who had for years
preferred Merkel’s policies focused on soft
power and a security policy which took an evo-
lutionary, rather than revolutionary, approach to
strengthening Germany'’s armed forces.

Quite soon, however, it became apparent that
Scholz’s announced investments and restruc-
turing of German security policy would not
take place overnight. While many NATO allies
applauded Germany’s decision to reach the 2 %
spending target that had long been a source of
tension in the Transatlantic alliance, it quickly
became clear that Berlin would not be able to
meet the 2 % spending target by its planned

2023; instead, in December 2022, Govern-
ment Spokesperson Steffen Hebestreit aired
his ‘cautious expectation’ that the target would
be reached by 2025, leading many to question
whether Scholz’s government was backtracking
from the promises of the Zeitenwende (von der
Burchard & Rinaldi, 2022).

Inaction and painfully slow implementation
became key characteristics of the sea change. In
June 2022, the Bundestag approved and added
the €100 billion special fund to the Basic Law
but failed to quickly invest in the Bundeswehr
or replace equipment sent to Ukraine in aid. It
was not until December that the German gov-
ernment successfully committed e13 billion

for eight defence projects, including the highly
anticipated purchase from the United States of
F-35 combat aircraft to replace its Tornados,
after months of delays (Gebauer & von Ham-
merstein, 2023). At the same time, then-Defence
Minister Lambrecht came under heavy criti-
cism for inaction and failing to address exten-
sive ammunition shortages, an issue which had
been apparent since she took office in Decem-
ber 2021 (von der Burchard, 2022). Lambrecht
would eventually end up resigning from her
post on January 16, 2023, amid heavy criticism
of her communications style and amid a divisive
debate about calls for Germany to provide Leo-
pard 2 tanks to Ukraine (Solomon, 2023).

Following Lambrecht’s resignation, Scholz
appointed Boris Pistorius, previously the Inte-
rior Minister in Lower Saxony, as Defence Min-
ister. One of his first actions was a meeting with
U.S. Secretary of Defence Lloyd J. Austin, which
failed to produce a decision on whether Ger-
many or its allies would send Leopard 2 tanks to
Ukraine. Scholz, after stalling on the issue and
drawing much international criticism, indi-
cated that Berlin would not supply heavy tanks
unless the United States were to send its M1
Abrams tanks as well. It was not until the United
States and Germany reached an agreement in
late January 2023 that the matter was resolved,
with both sides agreeing to supply Ukraine with
tanks. Scholz’s initial inaction, delayed deci-
sion-making and reliance on the United States
in security matters is the latest hurdle facing the
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Zeitenwende. And, like much of Berlin’s deci-
sion-making since February 2022, has signif-
icant implications for the future of German

foreign and security policy and the Transatlantic
alliance.

Beyond Russia’s War on Ukraine: The U.S.-German Partnership
and the Future of Zeitenwende in Europe

Despite the slow start and harsh criticism from
other NATO allies, the United States has pub-
licly defended Germany, with President Biden
offering praise for Scholz’s leadership and plac-
ing strong emphasis on unity (Shalai & Escritt,
2022). While there have been many sources

of tension in the aftermath of the Zeitenwende
speech, the United States government has had a
disciplined approach of avoiding public recrimi-
nations with Germany and other close allies.
Countries such as Poland, for instance, have
been much more critical of Germany than the
U.S., considering their proximity to Russia, their
inability to reexport their Leopard 2 tanks with-
out Germany'’s permission, and the overall pivot
towards Asia in U.S. foreign policy. Addition-
ally, while the Leopard debate ended with joint
U.S.-German action, it is yet unclear how this
will affect the future of the Zeitenwende; as the
latest in a long string of (in)action, though, the
decision does reflect existing trends.

The cooperation between the United States and
Germany, despite hiccups with the tank debate
and with concerns of Biden’s Inflation Reduction
Act (specifically the provisions to base produc-
tion in the United States), nevertheless remains
strong. Both populations consider their coun-
tries to have strong relations. In Germany, a
recent figure of 82 % is up drastically from a low
of 18 % in 2020.

Scholz has, like his American counterpart,
praised the U.S.-German partnership. In his
August 29, 2022, speech at the Charles University
in Prague, Scholz offered another vision for his
future of Europe, that both praised Transatlan-
tic cooperation while emphasising the impor-
tance of redefining European security. In his
speech, Scholz praised Biden as a ‘card-carrying

Transatlanticist’ and a ‘blessing for us all’, but
also recognised the United States’ increasing
focus towards China and the Asia-Pacific region.
In turn, Scholz urged European unity in security
matters and advocated for increased budgets
and coordinated growth in distinctly European
defence capabilities (Scholz, 2022b).

These promises remain unfulfilled. On one
hand, both the United States and the German
populations consider their relations good. On
the other hand, the United States and Germany
have differing views of each other’s respective
importance. According to an October 17, 2022,
Pew survey, 68 % of Americans considered Ger-
many a partner in protecting European security,
while 81 % of Germans considered the same as
Americans. However, only 3 % of Americans
considered Germany to be their most important
foreign policy partner, while Germans consid-
ered the United States to be their most critical
foreign policy partner with 36 % (Poushter &
Austin, 2022).

These polls highlight an issue in Germany’s
Zeitenwende - Germany wants to redefine itself
as a leading security and foreign policy actor in
Europe, exemplified by the development of its
very first national security strategy (NSS). But
its blunders and sluggish action - the NSS, for
example, was repeatedly delayed until June 2023
(https://www.nationalesicherheitsstrategie.de/
National-Security-Strategy-EN.pdf) due in part
to governmental in-fighting - have hindered
Berlin from fully occupying that role, instead
undermining them especially with partners in
central and eastern Europe (Gebauer & Korm-
baki, 2023). At the same time, it also underscores
that while America considers Germany an ally,
most Americans are sceptical of its future as
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a security actor. Germany'’s ability to follow
through with the Zeitenwende will not only be
crucial for the German-American partnership
but for the EU-U.S. partnership; it is significant
that the nation the United States considers by far
its most important foreign policy partner, the
United Kingdom, is no longer an EU member.
While the Transatlantic relationship remains
strong, a Germany willing to take leadership in
Europe and to commit to stronger national and
continental security could strengthen U.S.-EU
relations.

Additionally, while the Leopard tank debate
ended with a favourable outcome for many of
their European allies, the reliance of Germany
on joint action with the United States sends a
mixed signal to Europe. Before the Zeitenwende
speech, it would be near unthinkable to imagine
Germany delivering heavy weaponry to active
crisis zones. However, by effectively ignoring
calls from its European partners, particularly in
the east, until securing a guarantee from Wash-
ington, it appears that Berlin prefers continuity
under an American security umbrella; it is the
‘safe route’ that proved its worth over 70-plus
years of German integration into Europe. This
instinct could impede efforts to strengthen
Europe’s security identity. The continued sourc-
ing of weapons from the United States high-
lights another sticking point. While Germany’s
planned acquisition of F-35 fighters strengthens
its near-term air capabilities, it raises question
marks over the European defence-industrial
cooperation that Scholz has emphasised in pre-
vious speeches; one such project is the develop-
ment of the Future Combat Air System (FCAS)
with France. If Berlin’s default will be the United
States and NATO when the chips are down, that
will present distinct limits for European integra-
tion in the security realm.

Acknowledgements: The authors would like

to thank John Michaud and Joe Vitale from the
American-German Institute and Charles Gatnik
from Georgetown University for their assistance.

Bibliography

Allen, M. A, Flynn, M. E., & Martinez Machain, C. (2021). Global
U.S. military deployment data: 1950-2020. Conflict Manage-
ment and Peace Science. TBD. https://github.com/meflynn/
troopdata. Accessed 14 March 2023.

Asmus, R., etal. (2004). Power, war, and public opinion:
Looking behind the Transatlantic divide. Policy Review, 123,
73-88.

Atlantik Briicke. (2022). The state of trust and the US-German
partnership: A transatlantic survey [online]. https://www.
atlantik-bruecke.org/en/the-state-of-trust-and-the-us-
german-partnership-a-transatlantic-survey/. Accessed 26
January 2023.

Baker, K., etal. (1981). Germany transformed: Political culture
and the new politics. Harvard University Press.

Bateson, I. (2021). Afghanistan pullout chills US-German
relations [online]. https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-pul-
lout-chills-us-german-relations/a-59026553. Accessed 26
January 2023.

Biden, J. (2021a). Remarks by President Biden at the 2021 Vir-
tual Munich Security Conference [online]. https://www.whi-
tehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/19/
remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-2021-virtual-munich-se-
curity-conference/. Accessed 2 March 2023.

Biden, J. (2021b). Remarks by President Biden and Chancellor
Merkel of the Federal Republic of Germany in Press Confe-
rence [online]. https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/
speeches-remarks/2021/07/15/remarks-by-president-bi-
den-and-Chancellor-merkel-of-the-federal-republic-of-ger-
many-in-press-conference/. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Blenkinsop, P, & Emmott, R. (2021). Germany warns of lost U.S.
trust as France wins EU support. Reuters [online]. https://
www.reuters.com/world/europe/france-weighs-australia-
options-urges-britain-restore-trust-2021-09-21/. Accessed 26
January 2023.

Brattberg, E. (2021). Merkel’s mixed legacy on China. The
Carnegie Endowment [online]. https://carnegieendow-
ment.org/2021/09/30/merkel-s-mixed-legacy-on-china-
pub-85471. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Bundesregierung. (2021). Mehr Fortschritt Wagen: Biindnis
fiir Freiheit, Gerechtigkeit und Nachhaltigkeit: Koalitions-
vertrag zwischen SPD, Biindnis 90/Die Griinen und FDP
[online]. https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/
blob/974430/1990812/04221173eef9a6720059cc353d759a
2b/2021-12-10-koav2021-data.pdf?download=1. Accessed
26 January 2023.

Bunde, T. (2021). Germany and the future of NATO nuclear
sharing. War on the Rocks [online]. https://warontherocks.
com/2021/08/the-risks-of-an-incremental-german-exit-
from-natos-nuclear-sharing-arrangement/. Accessed 26
January 2023.

Bush, G. (1990). Address to the German people on the reunifica-
tion of Germany [online]. https://usa.usembassy.de/etexts/
ga6-901002.htm. Accessed 1 March 2023.

Connor, R. (2021). Merkel: Trump shares blame for US Capitol
storming. Deutsche Welle [online]. https://www.dw.com/
en/angela-merkel-trump-shares-blame-for-us-capitol-stor-
ming/a-56155141. Accessed 19 January 2023.

Crawford, B. (2007). Power and German foreign policy: Embed-
ded hegemony in Europe. Palgrave Macmillan.

15


https://github.com/meflynn/troopdata
https://github.com/meflynn/troopdata
https://www.atlantik-bruecke.org/en/the-state-of-trust-and-the-us-german-partnership-a-transatlantic-survey/
https://www.atlantik-bruecke.org/en/the-state-of-trust-and-the-us-german-partnership-a-transatlantic-survey/
https://www.atlantik-bruecke.org/en/the-state-of-trust-and-the-us-german-partnership-a-transatlantic-survey/
https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-pullout-chills-us-german-relations/a-59026553
https://www.dw.com/en/afghanistan-pullout-chills-us-german-relations/a-59026553
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/19/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-2021-virtual-munich-security-conference/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/19/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-2021-virtual-munich-security-conference/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/19/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-2021-virtual-munich-security-conference/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/02/19/remarks-by-president-biden-at-the-2021-virtual-munich-security-conference/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/07/15/remarks-by-president-biden-and-Chancellor-merkel-of-the-federal-republic-of-germany-in-press-conference/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/07/15/remarks-by-president-biden-and-Chancellor-merkel-of-the-federal-republic-of-germany-in-press-conference/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/07/15/remarks-by-president-biden-and-Chancellor-merkel-of-the-federal-republic-of-germany-in-press-conference/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/07/15/remarks-by-president-biden-and-Chancellor-merkel-of-the-federal-republic-of-germany-in-press-conference/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/france-weighs-australia-options-urges-britain-restore-trust-2021-09-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/france-weighs-australia-options-urges-britain-restore-trust-2021-09-21/
https://www.reuters.com/world/europe/france-weighs-australia-options-urges-britain-restore-trust-2021-09-21/
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/09/30/merkel-s-mixed-legacy-on-china-pub-85471
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/09/30/merkel-s-mixed-legacy-on-china-pub-85471
https://carnegieendowment.org/2021/09/30/merkel-s-mixed-legacy-on-china-pub-85471
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/974430/1990812/04221173eef9a6720059cc353d759a2b
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/974430/1990812/04221173eef9a6720059cc353d759a2b
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/974430/1990812/04221173eef9a6720059cc353d759a2b
https://warontherocks.com/2021/08/the-risks-of-an-incremental-german-exit-from-natos-nuclear-sharing-arrangement/
https://warontherocks.com/2021/08/the-risks-of-an-incremental-german-exit-from-natos-nuclear-sharing-arrangement/
https://warontherocks.com/2021/08/the-risks-of-an-incremental-german-exit-from-natos-nuclear-sharing-arrangement/
https://usa.usembassy.de/etexts/ga6-901002.htm
https://usa.usembassy.de/etexts/ga6-901002.htm
https://www.dw.com/en/angela-merkel-trump-shares-blame-for-us-capitol-storming/a-56155141
https://www.dw.com/en/angela-merkel-trump-shares-blame-for-us-capitol-storming/a-56155141
https://www.dw.com/en/angela-merkel-trump-shares-blame-for-us-capitol-storming/a-56155141

16

EINBLICKE [ INSIGHTS FORSCHUNGS-HIGHLIGHTS DER ZENTREN FUR DEUTSCHLAND- UND EUROPASTUDIEN 2024/2025

Czuczka, T. (2017). Trump Worries Germans more than Putin
in poll of election mood. Bloomberg [online]. https://
www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-02-17/trump-
worries-germans-more-than-putin-in-poll-of-election-
mood#xj4yTvzkg. Accessed 19 January 2023.

Davidson Sorkin, A. (2017). Angela Merkel and the insult of
Trump’s Paris climate-accord withdrawal. The New Yorker
[online]. https://www.newyorker.com/news/amy-davidson/
angela-merkel-and-the-insult-of-trumps-paris-climate-ac-
cord-withdrawal. Accessed 20 January 2023.

Destatis. (2023) [online]. https://www.destatis.de/EN/Themes/
Economy/Foreign-Trade/Tables/order-rank-germany-tra-
ding-partners.pdf? blob=publicationFile. Accessed 1 March
2023.

Dunlop, B. (2017). Helmut Kohl quotes: Best quotes & most-
famous sayings [online]. https://coed.com/2017/06/16/
helmut-kohl-quotes-best-sayings-german-Chancellor-rip-
cold-war-germany/. Accessed 1 March 2023.

Ehni, E. (2022). ARD Deutschlandtrend: Lieferung schwerer
Waffen umstritten. Tagesschau [online]. https://www.tages-
schau.de/inland/deutschlandtrend/deutschlandtrend-2991.
html. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Ellyat, H. (2020). Biden’s America is back’ is good news for Ger-
many. CNBC [online]. https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/25/
why-biden-is-good-news-for-germany.html. Accessed 26
January 2023.

Emmott, R., & Siebold, S. (2020). Trump’s military shuffle in
Europe will take time and be costly. Reuters [online]. https://
www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-germany-military/
trumps-military-shuffle-in-europe-will-take-time-and-be-
costly-idUSKCN24V28Q. Accessed 18 January 2023.

Emmrich, S. (2020). Germany’s Angela Merkel is done with
Donald Trump. Vogue [online]. https://www.vogue.com/
article/angela-merkel-congratulates-joe-biden-ignores-do-
nald-trump. Accessed 19 January 2023.

Faiola, A. (2016). Angela Merkel congratulates Donald Trump
- Kind of. The Washington Post [online]. https://www.wa-
shingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/11/09/ange-
la-merkel-congratulates-donald-trump-kind-of/. Accessed
19 January 2023.

Franke, U. (2021a). What Germany’s election results mean for
U.S. foreign policy. Politico [online]. https://www.politico.
com/news/magazine/2021/09/27/germany-election-us-
foreign-policy-514433. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Franke, U. (2021b). Foreign and defence policy in the German
election. European Council on Foreign Relations [online].
https://ecfr.eu/article/foreign-and-defence-policy-in-the-
german-election/. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Gaouette, N, & Hansler, J. (2021). US and Germany reach deal
on contro- versial pipeline that Biden sees as a Russian
“geopolitical project” CNN [online]. https://www.cnn.
com/2021/07/21/politics/us-german-nord-stream-2-deal/
index.html. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Gardner Feldman, L. (2012). Germany’s foreign policy of
reconciliation: From enmity to amity (1st ed.). Rowman &
Littlefield.

Gebauer, M., & Kormbaki, M. (2023). Nationale Sicherheitsstra-
tegie: Scholz und Baerbock kinnen sich nicht einigen. Der
Spiegel [online]. https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutsch-
land/nationale-sicherheitsstrategie-olaf-scholz-und-annale-
na-baerbock-koennen-sich-nicht-einigen-a-f8c61e5a-974a-
4ba0-b9a3-cc849f73f47c. Accessed 2 March 2023.

Gebauer, M., & von Hammerstein, K. (2023). The bad news
Bundeswehr: An examination of the truly dire state of Ger-
many’s military. Der Spiegel [online]. https://www.spiegel.
de/international/germany/the-bad-news-bundeswehr-an-
examination-of-the-truly-dire-state-of-germany-s-milita-
ry-a-df92eaaf-e3f9-464d-99a3-ef0c27dcc797. Accessed 26
January 2023.

Gerdziunas, B. (2018). German politicians call on US to with-
draw ambassador. Politico [online]. https://www.politico.
eu/article/richard-grenell-trump-germany-us-ambassador-
recall/. Accessed 18 January 2023.

Hoagl, J. (2003). Three miscreants. The Washington Post
[online]. https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/
opinions/2003/04/13/three-miscreants/5b846b52-
9935-4bb5-86c4-c71589ad994a/. Accessed 17 January 2023.

Hoffmann, 1. (2022). Die Unterstiitzung fir die Ukraine bréckelt
nur leicht. Bertelsmann Stiftung [online]. https://www.
bertelsmann-stiftung.de/de/themen/aktuelle-meldun-
gen/2022/dezember/die-unterstuetzung-fuer-die-ukraine-
broeckelt-nur-leicht. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Junker, D., etal. (Eds.). (2004). The United States and Germany
in the era of the cold war, 1945-1968: Volume 1. Cambridge
University Press.

Kane, T. (2004). Global U.S. Troop Deployment, 1950-2003. The
Heritage Foundation [online]. https://www.heritage.org/
defense/report/global-us-troop-deployment-1950-2003.
Accessed 1 March 2023.

Keneally, M. (2017). What Trump and Merkel have said about
each other. ABC News [online]. https://abcnews.go.com/
Politics/trump-merkel/story?id=46198767. Accessed 17
January 2023.

Kime, P. (2022). After years of delays, construction on the
$969 million Landstuhl hospital replacement is starting.
Military.com [online]. https://www.military.com/daily-
news/2022/01/28/after-years-of-delays-construction-
969-million-landstuhl-hospital-replacement-starting.html.
Accessed 16 January 2023.

Knigge, M. (2017). What Trump said about Merkel - And vice
versa. Deutsche Welle [online]. https://www.dw.com/en/
things-donald-trump-said-about-angela-merkel-and-vice-
versa/a-37889332. Accessed 17 January 2023.

Krugman, P. (2013). Those depressing Germans. New York
Times [online]. https://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/04/opi-
nion/krugman-those-depressing-germans.html. Accessed
17 January 2023.

Kundnani, H. (2014). The paradox of German power (1st ed.).
Oxford University Press.

Langenbacher, E. (2021). The German polity (12th ed.). Row-
man and Littlefield. Luebke, F. C. (1983). Three centuries of
Germans in America. American Studies Newsletter, Embassy
of the United States in Germany [online]. https://usa.
usembassy.de/etexts/ga-asn0983Luebke.htm. Accessed 28
February 2023.

Obama, B. (2016). Remarks by President Obama in address to
the people of Europe [online]. https://obamawhitehouse.ar-
chives.gov/the-press-office/2016/04/25/remarks-president-
obama-address-people-europe. Accessed 17 January 2023.

Paterson, W. E. (2011). The reluctant hegemon? Germany
moves centre stage in the European Union. Special Issue:
The JCMS Annual Review of the European Union in 2010, 49
(1), 57-75.

Patterson, T. E. (2017). News coverage of Donald Trump’s first
100 days. Harvard Kennedy School’s Shorenstein Center
on Media, Politics and Public Policy [online]. https://sho-
rensteincenter.org/news-coverage-donald-trumps-first-
100-days/. Accessed 18 January 2023.


https://www.newyorker.com/news/amy-davidson/angela-merkel-and-the-insult-of-trumps-paris-climate-accord-withdrawal
https://www.newyorker.com/news/amy-davidson/angela-merkel-and-the-insult-of-trumps-paris-climate-accord-withdrawal
https://www.newyorker.com/news/amy-davidson/angela-merkel-and-the-insult-of-trumps-paris-climate-accord-withdrawal
https://www.destatis.de/EN/Themes/Economy/Foreign-Trade/Tables/order-rank-germany-trading-partners.p
https://www.destatis.de/EN/Themes/Economy/Foreign-Trade/Tables/order-rank-germany-trading-partners.p
https://www.destatis.de/EN/Themes/Economy/Foreign-Trade/Tables/order-rank-germany-trading-partners.p
https://coed.com/2017/06/16/helmut-kohl-quotes-best-sayings-german-Chancellor-rip-cold-war-germany/
https://coed.com/2017/06/16/helmut-kohl-quotes-best-sayings-german-Chancellor-rip-cold-war-germany/
https://coed.com/2017/06/16/helmut-kohl-quotes-best-sayings-german-Chancellor-rip-cold-war-germany/
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/deutschlandtrend/deutschlandtrend-2991.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/deutschlandtrend/deutschlandtrend-2991.html
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/deutschlandtrend/deutschlandtrend-2991.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/25/why-biden-is-good-news-for-germany.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2020/11/25/why-biden-is-good-news-for-germany.html
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-germany-military/trumps-military-shuffle-in-europe-will-take-time-and-be-costly-idUSKCN24V28Q
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-germany-military/trumps-military-shuffle-in-europe-will-take-time-and-be-costly-idUSKCN24V28Q
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-germany-military/trumps-military-shuffle-in-europe-will-take-time-and-be-costly-idUSKCN24V28Q
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-usa-trump-germany-military/trumps-military-shuffle-in-europe-will-take-time-and-be-costly-idUSKCN24V28Q
https://www.vogue.com/article/angela-merkel-congratulates-joe-biden-ignores-donald-trump
https://www.vogue.com/article/angela-merkel-congratulates-joe-biden-ignores-donald-trump
https://www.vogue.com/article/angela-merkel-congratulates-joe-biden-ignores-donald-trump
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/11/09/angela-merkel-congratulates-donald-trump-kind-of/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/11/09/angela-merkel-congratulates-donald-trump-kind-of/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/worldviews/wp/2016/11/09/angela-merkel-congratulates-donald-trump-kind-of/
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/09/27/germany-election-us-foreign-policy-514433
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/09/27/germany-election-us-foreign-policy-514433
https://www.politico.com/news/magazine/2021/09/27/germany-election-us-foreign-policy-514433
https://ecfr.eu/article/foreign-and-defence-policy-in-the-german-election/
https://ecfr.eu/article/foreign-and-defence-policy-in-the-german-election/
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/21/politics/us-german-nord-stream-2-deal/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/21/politics/us-german-nord-stream-2-deal/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2021/07/21/politics/us-german-nord-stream-2-deal/index.html
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/nationale-sicherheitsstrategie-olaf-scholz-und-annalena-baerbock-koennen-sich-nicht-einigen-a-f8c61e5a-974a-4ba0-b9a3-cc849f73f47c
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/nationale-sicherheitsstrategie-olaf-scholz-und-annalena-baerbock-koennen-sich-nicht-einigen-a-f8c61e5a-974a-4ba0-b9a3-cc849f73f47c
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/nationale-sicherheitsstrategie-olaf-scholz-und-annalena-baerbock-koennen-sich-nicht-einigen-a-f8c61e5a-974a-4ba0-b9a3-cc849f73f47c
https://www.spiegel.de/politik/deutschland/nationale-sicherheitsstrategie-olaf-scholz-und-annalena-baerbock-koennen-sich-nicht-einigen-a-f8c61e5a-974a-4ba0-b9a3-cc849f73f47c
https://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/the-bad-news-bundeswehr-an-examination-of-the-truly-dire-state-of-germany-s-military-a-df92eaaf-e3f9-464d-99a3-ef0c27dcc797
https://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/the-bad-news-bundeswehr-an-examination-of-the-truly-dire-state-of-germany-s-military-a-df92eaaf-e3f9-464d-99a3-ef0c27dcc797
https://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/the-bad-news-bundeswehr-an-examination-of-the-truly-dire-state-of-germany-s-military-a-df92eaaf-e3f9-464d-99a3-ef0c27dcc797
https://www.spiegel.de/international/germany/the-bad-news-bundeswehr-an-examination-of-the-truly-dire-state-of-germany-s-military-a-df92eaaf-e3f9-464d-99a3-ef0c27dcc797
https://www.politico.eu/article/richard-grenell-trump-germany-us-ambassador-recall/
https://www.politico.eu/article/richard-grenell-trump-germany-us-ambassador-recall/
https://www.politico.eu/article/richard-grenell-trump-germany-us-ambassador-recall/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/opinions/2003/04/13/three-miscreants/5b846b52-9935-4bb5-86c4-c71589ad994a/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/opinions/2003/04/13/three-miscreants/5b846b52-9935-4bb5-86c4-c71589ad994a/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/opinions/2003/04/13/three-miscreants/5b846b52-9935-4bb5-86c4-c71589ad994a/
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/de/themen/aktuelle-meldungen/2022/dezember/die-unterstuetzung-fuer-die-ukraine-broeckelt-nur-leicht
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/de/themen/aktuelle-meldungen/2022/dezember/die-unterstuetzung-fuer-die-ukraine-broeckelt-nur-leicht
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/de/themen/aktuelle-meldungen/2022/dezember/die-unterstuetzung-fuer-die-ukraine-broeckelt-nur-leicht
https://www.bertelsmann-stiftung.de/de/themen/aktuelle-meldungen/2022/dezember/die-unterstuetzung-fuer-die-ukraine-broeckelt-nur-leicht
https://www.heritage.org/defense/report/global-us-troop-deployment-1950–2003
https://www.heritage.org/defense/report/global-us-troop-deployment-1950–2003
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trump-merkel/story?id=46198767
https://abcnews.go.com/Politics/trump-merkel/story?id=46198767
http://Military.com
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/01/28/after-years-of-delays-construction-969-million-landstuhl-hospital-replacement-starting.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/01/28/after-years-of-delays-construction-969-million-landstuhl-hospital-replacement-starting.html
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/01/28/after-years-of-delays-construction-969-million-landstuhl-hospital-replacement-starting.html
https://www.dw.com/en/things-donald-trump-said-about-angela-merkel-and-vice-versa/a-37889332
https://www.dw.com/en/things-donald-trump-said-about-angela-merkel-and-vice-versa/a-37889332
https://www.dw.com/en/things-donald-trump-said-about-angela-merkel-and-vice-versa/a-37889332
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/04/opinion/krugman-those-depressing-germans.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2013/11/04/opinion/krugman-those-depressing-germans.html
https://usa.usembassy.de/etexts/ga-asn0983Luebke.htm
https://usa.usembassy.de/etexts/ga-asn0983Luebke.htm
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/04/25/remarks-president-obama-address-people-europe
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/04/25/remarks-president-obama-address-people-europe
https://obamawhitehouse.archives.gov/the-press-office/2016/04/25/remarks-president-obama-address-people-europe
https://shorensteincenter.org/news-coverage-donald-trumps-first-100-days/
https://shorensteincenter.org/news-coverage-donald-trumps-first-100-days/
https://shorensteincenter.org/news-coverage-donald-trumps-first-100-days/

BMW CENTER FOR GERMAN AND EUROPEAN STUDIES (CGES), GEORGETOWN UNIVERSITY, WASHINGTON D.C., USA

Pew Research Center. (2015). 2015 U.S.-Germany survey
presentation [online]. https://www.pewresearch.org/glo-
bal/2015/05/07/2015-u-s-germany-survey-presentation/.
Accessed 16 January 2023.

Poushter, J., & Austin, S. (2022). The U.S.-German relationship
remains strong. Pew Research Center [online]. https://www.
pewresearch.org/global/2022/10/17/us-german-relations-
hip-remains-strong/. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Poushter, J., Schumacher, S., & Gubbala, S. (2021). U.S.-Ger-
man relations on the mend as new leadership takes hold.
Pew Research Center [online]. https://www.pewresearch.
org/global/2021/11/22/u-s-german-relations-on-the-mend-
as-new-leadership-takes-hold/. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Redaktionsnetzwerk Deutschland. (2022). 100 Milliarden fir
die Bundeswehr: Mehrheit der Deutschen laut Umfrage fiir
Aufriistung [online]. https://www.rnd.de/politik/bundes-
wehr-aufruestung-mehrheit-der-deutschen-laut-umfrage-
dafuer-OAZSUENMLHDSJRIY6XWCULFIKI.html. Accessed 26
January 2023.

Sauerbrey, A. (2017). Trump and Merkel hate each other.

So what? New York Times [online]. https://www.nytimes.
com/2017/06/01/opinion/donald-trump-angela-merkel-na-
to.html?_r=0. Accessed 18 January 2023.

Scholz, 0. (2022a). Reden zur Zeitenwende. Bundesregierung
[online]. https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob
/992814/2131062/78d39dda6647d7f835bbe76713d30c31/
bundeskanzler-olaf-scholz-reden-zur-zeitenwende-downlo-
ad-bpa-data.pdf?download=1. Accessed 2 March 2023.

Scholz, O. (2022b). Speech by Federal Chancellor Olaf Scholz at
the Charles University in Prague on Monday, 29 August 2022.
Bundesregierung [online]. https://www.bundesregierung.
de/breg-en/news/scholz-speech-prague-charles-univer-
Sity-2080752. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Scholz, 0. (2023, January/February). The Global Zeitenwende:
How to avoid a new cold war in a multipolar era. Foreign
Affairs [online]. https://www.foreignaffairs.com/germany/
olaf-scholz-global-zeitenwende-how-avoid-new-cold-war.
Accessed 16 January 2023.

Seddig, O., & Haltiwanger, J. (2021). Trump called German
Chancellor Angela Merkel ‘that b -’ during an Oval Office
meeting, book says. Business Insider [online]. https://www.
businessinsider.com/trump-called-german-Chancellor-an-
gela-merkel-that-b-book-2021-7. Accessed 18 January 2023.

Shalai, A., & Escritt, T. (2022). Biden pushes back against
criticism of Scholz leadership, praises Chancellor. Reuters
[online]. https://www.reuters.com/world/biden-thanks-
scholz-leadership-ukraine-crisis-g7-summit-2022-06-26/.
Accessed 26 January 2023.

Solomon, E. (2023). Germany’s defense minister quits, blaming
“Media Focus”. New York Times [online]. https://www.
nytimes.com/2023/01/16/world/europe/germany-defen-
se-minister-resigns-christine-lambrecht.html. Accessed 26
January 2023.

Statistica. (2023a) [online]. https://www.statista.com/statis-
tics/186601/ranking-of-the-largest-trading-partners-for-us-
imports/; https://www.statista.com/statistics/186592/ran-
king-of-the-largest-trading-partners-for-us-exports-in-2010/.
Accessed 1 March 2023.

Statistica. (2023b) [online]. https://www.statista.com/statis-
tics/188889/foreign-direct-investment-from-germany-in-
the-united-states-since-1990/; https://www.statista.com/
statistics/188889/foreign-direct-investment-from-germany-
in-the-united-states-since-1990/. Accessed 1 March 2023.

Statistica. (2023c) [online]. https://www.statista.com/statis-
tics/188615/united-states-direct-investments-in-germany-
since-2000/. Accessed 1 March 2023.

U.S. Census Bureau, ‘German Roots’. (2016) [online]. https://
www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2016/comm/ger-
man-roots.html. Accessed 1 March 2023.

U.S. Department of State. (2021). Joint statement of the United
States and Germany on support for Ukraine, European ener-
gy security, and our climate goals [online]. https://www.
state.gov/joint-statement-of-the-united-states-and-germa-
ny-on-support-for-ukraine-european-energy-security-and-
our-climate-goals/. Accessed 26 January 2023.

von der Burchard, H. (2022). German defense minister comes
under heavy fire over ammunition shortages. Politico
[online]. https://www.politico.eu/article/german-defense-
ministerchristine-lambrecht-under-heavy-fire-over-ammu-
nition-shortages/. Accessed 26 January 2023.

von der Burchard, H., & Rinaldi, G. (2022). Germany backtracks
on defense spending promises made after Ukraine invasion.
Politico [online]. https:// www.politico.eu/article/germany-
backtracks-on-defense-spending-promise-warns-about-de-
lays-ukraine-war/. Accessed 26 January 2023.

Wike, R, Fetterolf, J., & Huang, C. (2021). British, French and
German publics give Biden high marks after U.S. election.
Pew Research Center [online]. https://www.pewresearch.
org/global/2021/01/19/british-french-and-german-publics-
give-biden-high-marks-after-u-s-election/. Accessed 19
January 2023.

Wike, R., & Poushter, J. (2016). As Obama years draw to close,
president and U.S. seen favorably in Europe and Asia. Pew
Research Center [online]. https://www.pewresearch.org/
global/2016/06/29/as-obama-years-draw-to-close-presi-
dent-and-u-s-seen-favorably-in-europe-and-asia/. Accessed
19 January 2023.

17


https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2015/05/07/2015-u-s-germany-survey-presentation/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2015/05/07/2015-u-s-germany-survey-presentation/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2022/10/17/us-german-relationship-remains-strong/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2022/10/17/us-german-relationship-remains-strong/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2022/10/17/us-german-relationship-remains-strong/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2021/11/22/u-s-german-relations-on-the-mend-as-new-leadership-takes-hold/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2021/11/22/u-s-german-relations-on-the-mend-as-new-leadership-takes-hold/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2021/11/22/u-s-german-relations-on-the-mend-as-new-leadership-takes-hold/
https://www.rnd.de/politik/bundeswehr-aufruestung-mehrheit-der-deutschen-laut-umfrage-dafuer-OAZSUENMLHDSJRIY6XWCULFIKI.html
https://www.rnd.de/politik/bundeswehr-aufruestung-mehrheit-der-deutschen-laut-umfrage-dafuer-OAZSUENMLHDSJRIY6XWCULFIKI.html
https://www.rnd.de/politik/bundeswehr-aufruestung-mehrheit-der-deutschen-laut-umfrage-dafuer-OAZSUENMLHDSJRIY6XWCULFIKI.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/01/opinion/donald-trump-angela-merkel-nato.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/01/opinion/donald-trump-angela-merkel-nato.html?_r=0
https://www.nytimes.com/2017/06/01/opinion/donald-trump-angela-merkel-nato.html?_r=0
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/992814/2131062/78d39dda6647d7f835bbe76713d30c31
https://www.bundesregierung.de/resource/blob/992814/2131062/78d39dda6647d7f835bbe76713d30c31
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/scholz-speech-prague-charles-university-2080752
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/scholz-speech-prague-charles-university-2080752
https://www.bundesregierung.de/breg-en/news/scholz-speech-prague-charles-university-2080752
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/germany/olaf-scholz-global-zeitenwende-how-avoid-new-cold-war
https://www.foreignaffairs.com/germany/olaf-scholz-global-zeitenwende-how-avoid-new-cold-war
https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-called-german-Chancellor-angela-merkel-that-b-book-2021-7
https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-called-german-Chancellor-angela-merkel-that-b-book-2021-7
https://www.businessinsider.com/trump-called-german-Chancellor-angela-merkel-that-b-book-2021-7
https://www.reuters.com/world/biden-thanks-scholz-leadership-ukraine-crisis-g7-summit-2022-06-26/
https://www.reuters.com/world/biden-thanks-scholz-leadership-ukraine-crisis-g7-summit-2022-06-26/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/16/world/europe/germany-defense-minister-resigns-christine-lambrecht.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/16/world/europe/germany-defense-minister-resigns-christine-lambrecht.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/01/16/world/europe/germany-defense-minister-resigns-christine-lambrecht.html
https://www.statista.com/statistics/186601/ranking-of-the-largest-trading-partners-for-us-imports/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/186601/ranking-of-the-largest-trading-partners-for-us-imports/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/186601/ranking-of-the-largest-trading-partners-for-us-imports/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/186592/ranking-of-the-largest-trading-partners-for-us-exports-in-2010/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/186592/ranking-of-the-largest-trading-partners-for-us-exports-in-2010/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/188889/foreign-direct-investment-from-germany-in-the-united-states-since-1990/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/188889/foreign-direct-investment-from-germany-in-the-united-states-since-1990/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/188889/foreign-direct-investment-from-germany-in-the-united-states-since-1990/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/188889/foreign-direct-investment-from-germany-in-the-united-states-since-1990/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/188889/foreign-direct-investment-from-germany-in-the-united-states-since-1990/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/188889/foreign-direct-investment-from-germany-in-the-united-states-since-1990/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/188615/united-states-direct-investments-in-germany-since-2000/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/188615/united-states-direct-investments-in-germany-since-2000/
https://www.statista.com/statistics/188615/united-states-direct-investments-in-germany-since-2000/
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2016/comm/german-roots.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2016/comm/german-roots.html
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/2016/comm/german-roots.html
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-of-the-united-states-and-germany-on-support-for-ukraine-european-energy-security-and-our-climate-goals/
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-of-the-united-states-and-germany-on-support-for-ukraine-european-energy-security-and-our-climate-goals/
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-of-the-united-states-and-germany-on-support-for-ukraine-european-energy-security-and-our-climate-goals/
https://www.state.gov/joint-statement-of-the-united-states-and-germany-on-support-for-ukraine-european-energy-security-and-our-climate-goals/
https://www.politico.eu/article/german-defense-ministerchristine-lambrecht-under-heavy-fire-over-ammunition-shortages/
https://www.politico.eu/article/german-defense-ministerchristine-lambrecht-under-heavy-fire-over-ammunition-shortages/
https://www.politico.eu/article/german-defense-ministerchristine-lambrecht-under-heavy-fire-over-ammunition-shortages/
http://www.politico.eu/article/germany-backtracks-on-defense-spending-promise-warns-about-delays-ukraine-war/
http://www.politico.eu/article/germany-backtracks-on-defense-spending-promise-warns-about-delays-ukraine-war/
http://www.politico.eu/article/germany-backtracks-on-defense-spending-promise-warns-about-delays-ukraine-war/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2021/01/19/british-french-and-german-publics-give-biden-high-marks-after-u-s-election/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2021/01/19/british-french-and-german-publics-give-biden-high-marks-after-u-s-election/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2021/01/19/british-french-and-german-publics-give-biden-high-marks-after-u-s-election/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2016/06/29/as-obama-years-draw-to-close-president-and-u-s-seen-favorably-in-europe-and-asia/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2016/06/29/as-obama-years-draw-to-close-president-and-u-s-seen-favorably-in-europe-and-asia/
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2016/06/29/as-obama-years-draw-to-close-president-and-u-s-seen-favorably-in-europe-and-asia/

[
° ° . o ® ‘ . . o - . .
e ©® o ' . P DAAD-University of
. ® . o . . Cambridge Research
) 0o © ® O ® ® o . Hub for German Studies,
‘ GrofB3britannien
se0® o L9 o
@ ® ,
009" o .
® o
C N ©
. °
) e © ® o
o o o °

THERESA LENTFORT, SILKE MENTCHEN

Show Me the Verb:
Visualisierung von
Wortstellungsregeln im DaF-
Unterricht fiir die Grundstufe

Erstveroffentlicht in: German as a foreign language. o . ® °
Teaching and Learning German in an Intercultural ® . . o
Context. An Internet Journal for all Germanists, ® . ® .
Issue 2, 2023, Sondernummer zum Thema: DaF- ° . . . . ¢ °
Anfangerunterricht als Teil von Germanistik- ® . °
Studiengdngen - Anséatze, Motivation, Lernerfolge, 72-97. () . ) °
Mit freundlicher Genehmigung der Autorinnen. . o ‘ ‘ ()

= . a . A . a ° °



https://www.daad.cam.ac.uk/
https://www.daad.cam.ac.uk/

DAAD-UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE RESEARCH HUB FOR GERMAN STUDIES, GROSSBRITANNIEN

Die charakteristische Verbzweitstellung des Deutschen und die sogenannte Satzklammer fiihren
bei der Sprachproduktion vieler Lernender zu klassischen Fehlern und Frustration. Die Heraus-
forderung fiir den fremdsprachlichen Al-/A2-Unterricht besteht darin, das Phanomen der Verb-
stellung didaktisch so zu reduzieren, dass der Gegenstand zwar nicht unzuléssig vereinfacht wird,
die DaF-Lernenden aber ein leicht handhabbares Modell fiir die Sprachproduktion zur Verfiigung
haben, das sie auch ohne umfassende linguistische Vorkenntnisse nutzen konnen. Im vorliegen-
den Beitrag werden wir zeigen, wie eine Vermittlung dieses grammatischen Inhalts durch Meta-
phorisierung und Visualisierung gelingen kann. Dazu untersuchen wir gangige Metaphern, die in
Lehrmaterial fiir A1-/A2-Niveau zur Einfithrung der Verbzweitstellung und der Klammerstruktur
verwendet werden, und geben einen Uberblick iiber die dort eingesetzten Visualisierungen, deren
didaktischen Nutzen wir anhand eines von uns erstellten Kriterienkatalogs analysieren. Hierzu
fassen wir syntaktische Modelle wie das Feldermodell, die Dependenz- und die Valenztheorie im
Kontext unseres Interesses zusammen. Ziel unserer Untersuchung ist es, brauchbare und ausbau-

fahige Modelle zu identifizieren.

1. Die Wortstellung im Deutschen als kognitive Herausforderung

fiir DaF-Lernende

Wortstellungsregeln im Deutschen gelten

als Problem fiir Lernende der Fremdsprache
Deutsch, und das nicht nur auf fortgeschritte-
nem Niveau, sondern bereits flir vermeintlich
einfache syntaktische Konstruktionen auf dem
A1-/A2-Niveau. Der Grund dafiir ist, dass die fiir
das Deutsche charakteristische Verbzweitstel-
lung sich grundlegend von der Syntax der meis-
ten anderen Sprachen unterscheidet: Wahrend
die erste Stelle im Satz, wie in (1), hdufig durch
das Subjekt besetzt ist und eine oberflachliche
Ahnlichkeit zu Sprachen, in denen Subjekt,
Verb, Objekt in dieser Reihenfolge auftreten
(S-V-0-Sprachen) - wie z. B. dem Englischen -
nahelegen konnte, ist die sogenannte Inversion,
bei der das Vorfeld durch ein anderes Element’
im Satz belegt ist, alles andere als uniiblich. Die-
se stellt eine unmarkierte, d. h. neutrale Wort-
stellung im Deutschen dar - das Subjekt folgt in
diesem Falle in der Regel dem Verb (2), wobei es
bei Lernenden hdufig zu Fehlern in der Wort-
stellung kommt. Die Produktion von Sitzen wie
(3) ist das Resultat.?

1. Ich gehe heute in die Bibliothek.
2. Heute gehe ich in die Bibliothek. 19

3. *Heute ich gehe in die Bibliothek.

Der Erwerb der Inversion wird daher in der
Fremdsprachendiagnostik als wichtiger Meilen-
stein im Spracherwerbsprozess angesehen (Clah-
sen 1985, darauf aufbauend Grie3haber 2014: 5).
Das finite Verb als unbewegtes Element ist im
deklarativen Aussagesatz auf der zweiten Position
(V2-Phanomen) somit ein Fixpunkt. Fiir die Pro-
duktion grammatisch korrekter Sétze ist das Ver-
stdndnis dieser Wortstellungsregel wesentlich.

Das V2-Phdnomen wird erweitert, sofern ein
infiniter Verbteil hinzutritt, sodass die fiir das
Deutsche typische Verbklammerstruktur ent-
steht. Die Verbklammer wird durch die linke
Satzklammer (LSK) konstituiert, die den finiten
Verbteil beinhaltet, und die rechte Satzklammer
(RSK), die, sofern sie besetzt ist, durch infinite
oder abtrennbare Verbteile belegt wird. Auf Al-/
A2-Niveau ist dies relevant fiir die Einfiihrung
der trennbaren Verben, der Modalverben sowie

1 Begriffe wie ,Angaben®, ,Ergénzungen®, ,Verbpartikel“ usw. sind dem terminologischen Uberbau derjenigen Syntaxtheorie verpflichtet, aus
der sie hervorgegangen sind. Da die Visualisierungsmodelle, die wir in diesem Beitrag besprechen, jedoch keine einheitliche Terminologie
verwenden und mitunter sogar verschiedene Grammatikmodelle kombinieren, benutzen wir zugunsten der besseren Vergleichbarkeit
Ausdriicke wie ,,Elemente im Satz*, ,finite und infinite Verben“ bzw. ,Verbteile®,

2 Lee zeigt, dass die Inversion in der Schwierigkeitshierarchie bei der Produktion nur noch von der Verbendstellung im Nebensatz tibertroffen

wird (2012: 77).
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des Perfekts. Wahrend es sich bei den beiden
klammero6ffnenden und klammerschlielenden
Elementen um ,positionsfeste GroRen” (Eisen-
berg 2020: 405) im Satz handelt, konnen weitere
Elemente um diese herum gruppiert werden;
insbesondere das Mittelfeld kann stark an-
schwellen. Thurmair (2010: 280) zihlt die Verb-
klammer daher aufgrund der kognitiven Her-
ausforderung fiir die Lernenden zu ,klassischen
Lernproblemen beim Erwerb des Deutschen als
Zweit- und Fremdsprache®.

Mithilfe des sogenannten uniformen topologi-
schen Satzmodells (siehe unten) kann diese Be-
sonderheit der deutschen Satzstruktur erklart
und dargestellt werden, weshalb dieses insbe-
sondere im DaF-Unterricht Verbreitung gefun-
den hat und in den meisten Lehrwerken zugrun-
de gelegt wird (Wollstein 2014: 21).

Wihrend das topologische Modell allein nur die
lineare Struktur des Satzes erkldren kann und zu
diesem Zweck die Verbteile als strukturbilden-
de Elemente hervorhebt, gibt es keine Auskunft
iiber andere syntaktische Relationen im Satz.

Deshalb greifen viele DaF-Lehrwerke zusitz-
lich auf Aspekte der Verb-Dependenzgrammatik
zurlick, welche den Satz als streng hierarchisch
organisierte Struktur versteht, in deren Zent-
rum das Verb steht (Schmid 2017: 206). Abhén-
gigkeitsverhéltnisse in der Kasusrektion, die die
Verb-Dependenzgrammatik mithilfe der ihr zu-
grunde liegenden Valenztheorie erkldaren kann,
konnen so transparent gemacht werden; auch
die Reihenfolge der verschiedenen Elemente im
Satz, die z. B. fiir die Organisation des Mittelfel-
des relevant sind, kann so abgebildet werden.
Die Kombination aus Verb-Dependenzgramma-
tik und topologischem Modell ermdglicht somit
eine addquate Abbildung grammatischer Infor-
mationen fiir Lernende.

Es gilt nun, die fiir die Sprachproduktion re-
levanten Aspekte didaktisch so zu reduzieren,
dass den Deutschlernenden ein leicht handhab-
bares und zugingliches Modell bereitgestellt
wird, welches aber den komplexen Grundlagen
der Wortstellung gerecht wird. Im Folgenden
wollen wir beleuchten, wie dies mithilfe der
Bildmetapher gelingen kann.

2. Darstellungen von Lerninhalten

Um uns der Fragestellung anzunahern, wie man
Syntaxregeln erfolgreich auf A1-/A2-Niveau ein-
fiihrt, haben wir zunéchst ausgewertet, wie das
Thema in Lehrmaterial behandelt wird. Dazu
haben wir Lehrmaterial untersucht (2.1) und Be-
richte aus der Forschungsliteratur zusammen-
getragen (2.2). Wir haben uns bei der Auswahl
auf gingige DaF-Lehrwerke fiir die Grundstufe
konzentriert, beriicksichtigen aber dort, wo wir
den Metapherngebrauch fiir vielversprechend
halten, auch Lehrwerke fiir DaZ, die Mittelstufe
oder sogar den muttersprachlichen Unterricht.
Im Folgenden fassen wir unsere Ergebnisse

zusammen und analysieren dann den Erfolg der
eingesetzten Darstellungen.

2.1 Darstellungen von Lerninhalten in
DaF-Lehrwerken

In der groflen Mehrheit der von uns gesichte-
ten Lehrwerke wird die V2-Stellung bzw. die
Verbklammer durch eine Tabelle dargestellt.
Natiirlich erheben wir hierbei keinen Anspruch
auf Vollstandigkeit, als Beispiele seien in alpha-
betischer Reihenfolge genannt: Auf jeden Fall!
(2023), DaF kompakt neu (2016), Das Leben (2022),
Klipp und Klar (2016), Menschen (2012), Momente

LSK | Mittelfeld RSK Nachfeld
(1) |Heute kauft | Paul ein.
(2) |Ich muss | heute friiher gehen.
(3) |UnserHund |hat |leider meine Hausaufgaben |gefressen.
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(2021), Netzwerk neu (2019), Schritte international
neu (2016), Spektrum Deutsch (2017) und Studio

d (2010). Die Felder sind entweder farblich mar-
kiert oder es werden Grautone eingesetzt, um

so LSK und RSK hervorzuheben. Dabei entsteht
die visuelle Reprisentation eines Rahmens, der
meistens auch explizit als ,,Satzklammer® be-
zeichnet wird. Die Alternative zur Darstellung
des topologischen Modells scheint keine Darstel-
lung zu sein. Beispiele hierfiir sind Motive (2016)
und Studio 21 (2020).

Die trennbaren Verben werden bei Werken, die
mit einer Tabelle oder einer expliziten Klammer
arbeiten, in die entsprechenden Positionen ein-
geordnet. Aulerdem fanden wir die folgenden
Visualisierungen: Am hiufigsten anzutreffen ist
das Symbol einer Schere oder Zickzack-Linien,
die das Abtrennen symbolisieren (z. B. bei Men-
schen, Auf jeden Fall! und Schritte international
neu), gefolgt von Pfeilen, durch die veranschau-
licht werden soll, dass der trennbare Verbteil
ans Ende des Satzes wandert, so zum Beispiel in
Klipp und Klar, Studio 21 und Das Leben. Auch
hier gab es Lehrwerke ohne Visualisierungen,
zum Beispiel Motive.

2.2 Theoretische Grundlagen
2.2.1 Metaphorisierung

Wir untersuchen im Folgenden visuelle Meta-
phern, die auf sprachlichen Metaphern beru-
hen. Um diese visuellen Metaphern analyiseren
zu konnen, stiitzen wir uns bei unseren Uber-
legungen zur Vermittlung und Verarbeitung
von Informationen auf die Erkenntnisse der
kognitiven Linguistik, und hier u. a. auf die der
Conceptual Metaphor Theory (CMT). Kovecses*
Definition (2017: 13) scheint uns eine gute Zu-
sammenfassung:® A conceptual metaphor is
understanding one domain of experience (that
is typically abstract) in terms of another (that
is typically concrete)“. Menschen machen sich
bei der mentalen Verarbeitung von abstrak-
ten Inhalten konzeptuelle Metaphern zunutze,
wie zum Beispiel das Konzept Raum, um das

abstraktere Konzept Zeit zu erfassen. Versprach-
licht erscheinen solche Konzepte dann als Aus-
driicke wie ,ein kurzer Moment“ oder ,,etwas
hinter/vor sich haben“:

Conceptual metaphors can be said to represent
ways of thinking, in which people typically con-
strue abstract concepts such as time, emotions,
and feelings in terms of more easily understood
and perceived concrete entities, such as places,
substances and containers. (Littlemore & Low,

2006: 270)

Auch in der Forschungsliteratur zum deutschen
Satzbau werden Metaphern benutzt, zum Bei-
spiel bei Bezeichnungen wie ,,Stirnsatz”, ,,Kopf
einer Phrase”, , Kernsatz®, ,Spannsatz®| etc. (fiir
eine ausfiihrlichere Liste siehe Eisenberg 2020:
406f.). Einen Satz in ,Felder® aufzuteilen und
eine ,, Klammer“ anzunehmen (deren rechtes
Ende mitunter leer bleiben kann!) sind eben-
solche Metaphorisierungen. Schmid (2017: 183)
nennt das Verb den ,,Zentralknoten und [das]
strukturelle Zentrum des Satzes“ und erklart:
Die Valenz des Satzes ,erdffnet Leerstellen im
Satz“ (ebd.: 192). Wollstein spricht von einem
»Baukastensystem® (2014: 28) und sagt von der
Satzklammer, dass sie als ,,Fixpunkt“ das ,ge-
gliederte Gesamtfeld sozusagen” aufspanne
(2018: 150).

Genau wie uns bei konventionellen Metaphern
wie ,,Strom” fiir Elektrizitdt die zugrunde lie-
gende Metapher nicht mehr auffillt, so werden
uns Metaphern erst dann wieder bewusst, wenn
wir auf unkonventionelle stof3en. Fiir unsere
Zwecke scheint es besonders wichtig, das Vor-
handensein der Metaphern in Lehrmaterial

zu erkennen und dann die Metaphern auf ihre
Tauglichkeit fiir die Vermittlung von Inhalten zu
iberpriifen. Sofern verbalisierte Metaphern -
etwa Begriffe wie ,Satzklammer” oder Aussagen
wie ,Das Verb regiert den Satz” - verwendet
werden, ist es sinnvoll zu priifen, inwiefern das
Verstindnis der zugrunde liegenden konzeptuel-
len Metapher bei den Lernenden vorausgesetzt
werden kann. Fiir den A1-/A2-Unterricht, wo

3 Fureine viel umfassendere Erlauterung der Theorie und ihrer Grundlagen siehe Lakoff & Johnson (1980). In Lakoff (2008, 24f.) kann man eine
Zusammenfassung finden. Siehe auch Mentchen (2022) fiir eine Anwendung der CMT im Bereich Wortschatzerwerb.

21
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metasprachliche Erkldrungen nur bedingt her-
angezogen werden konnen, bieten inshesonde-
re diejenigen Metaphern ein Potenzial fiir eine
Didaktisierung, die iiber die rein sprachliche
Ebene hinausgehen. Aus diesem Grund konzen-
trieren wir uns auf die Visualisierung solcher
Metaphern, einschliefflich Animationen.

2.2.2 Visualisierung von Lerninhalten

In diesem Artikel bezeichnen wir als Visuali-
sierung alle solche Darstellungen, die nicht nur
verbale Informationen beinhalten, also auch Ta-
bellen.” Bei Metaphern, die nicht verbaler Natur
sind, unterscheiden wir zwischen piktorialen
Metaphern, die ausschlieflich bildhafte Infor-
mation beinhalten, und multimodalen Meta-
phern, welche die Bildinformation z. B. um au-
ditive Elemente erweitern (Forceville 2008: 463,
auch beschrieben bei Roche & Sufier 2017: 60).
Die Verwendung einer visuellen Analogie als
Methode, die ,einen neuen Sachverhalt mit Hil-
fe bekannter Elemente bildlich darstellt” (Hecke
2017: 371), unterstiitzt Lernende, die Informa-
tion zu verstehen und schnell wieder abzurufen.
Hierfiir kbnnen Metaphern sehr niitzlich sein,
denn sie fassen wesentliche Aspekte zusammen,
was auch als ,,highlighting” beschrieben wird,
und blenden Unwesentliches aus, was wieder-
um als ,hiding“ beschrieben wird (vgl. Schmitt
etal. 2018: 23-24).

In diesem Sinne sind Visualisierungen episte-
misch, da sie Inhalte und Relationen sichtbar
machen (Ballstaedt 2019: 46).° Der Inhalt einer
syntaktischen Regel kann als verbale Informa-
tion mit einer Visualisierung verbunden wer-
den, wie zum Beispiel: ,Im Aussagesatz im Pra-
sens steht das finite Verb auf Position 2 und der
trennbare Verbteil am Ende. Es entsteht eine
Klammer.“

Eine Visualisierung ist umso effektiver, je ein-
leuchtender die zugrunde liegende Metapher
ist: Wenn die Metapher , Klammer" in der For-
mulierung der Regel benutzt wird, dann ist eine
Visualisierung mit einer Klammer effektiv. Die

Visualisierung allein kann dann bei nachfolgen-
den Aufgaben wie eine Art Code oder Abkiir-
zung wirken. Die Lernenden konnen die Regel
auf einen Blick erfassen und als ,retrieval cue”
(Plass etal. 1998: 27) oder ,retrieval route” (ebd.:
30) abrufen. Wie Plass & Jones (2005: 471) fest-
stellen, sollte man ,,second language acquisi-
tion theory“ und ,, multimedia learning theory*
kombinieren, und genau darum geht es uns bei
der Analyse der Visualisierungen von grammati-
schen Inhalten.

Auch Erkenntnisse aus der Neurodidaktik be-
stitigen diese Annahmen (siehe dazu z. B. Grein
2013: 42-44). Doring (2007: 56) erklart zum Ein-
satz beider Gehirnhilften:

Fir jeden Lerner ist bedeutsam, daf? beide
Hemisphéren, folglich die tendenziell abstrakt-
begriffliche linke Hemisphare ebenso wie die
visuell-akustisch-motorische Hemisphare, beim
Lernprozel’ verkniipft und aktiviert werden.
Durch die Erhéhung der Zahl der Verkniipfungen
kann die Zahl der Abrufpfade vervielfacht und
damit die Moglichkeiten des Enkodierens und vor

allem des Dekodierens gesteigert werden.

Jensen (2021: 32) fiihrt dies weiter aus:

Erkenntnisse aus der Gehirnforschung konnen in-
sofern positiv genutzt werden, als dass durch die
Visualisierung der Satzstrukturen (beispielsweise
mithilfe eines Feldermodells) neben der linken fiir
die Sprachverarbeitung verantwortliche Hemi-
sphére auch die rechte Gehirnhalfte beansprucht
wird. Diese Verknlpfung soll den Lernprozess
starken und zu einem besseren Memorieren bei-

tragen.

Dariiber hinaus konnen visuelle Metaphern

ein Szenario implizieren und als szenische Er-
weiterung aufgefasst werden. Beim Verstehen
eines Inhaltes werden nicht so sehr Eigenschaf-
ten, sondern ,typisierte Szenen” hervorgerufen
(Schmitt etal. 2018: 224): der Konig, der seine
Untertanen regiert, die Klammer, die einen In-
halt ,umarmt®, etc. So stehen solche Metaphern

4 Wir folgen der Definition von ,Visualisierung* bei Hecke (2017).

5 Siehe auch die Arbeit zur Visualisierung im Grammatikunterricht vor allem fiir Deutsch als Erstsprache von Rodel (2018).
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auch als Kiirzel fiir ganze Szenen, die Lernen-
de im Kopf abspielen kénnen. Auch Forceville
& Urios-Aparisi (2009: 11) sprechen von ,,mini
narratives” und konstatieren: ,the paradigma-
tic NOUN A IS NOUN B formula disguises the
dynamic nature of metaphor”. Von hier scheint
es nur ein kleiner Schritt zu animierter Gram-
matik, wie zum Beispiel durch den lebenden
Satz (s. Kapitel 3.3), oder durch die Inszenierung
grammatischer Regeln in einem Ful3ballspiel
(EL-Bouz & Roche 2018a).

2.2.3 Animation von Lerninhalten

Wenn wir annehmen, dass Sprache , konzeptuell
motiviert” ist und ,nach allgemeinen kognitiven
Prinzipien” (Roche & Sufier Mufioz 2014: 121)
funktioniert, dann liegt es nahe, Grammatik
mithilfe von konzeptuellen Metaphern darzu-
stellen. Laut Roche & Sufier Mufioz (2014: 121)
nutzt ,die Grammatik [...] iiber entsprechende
Metaphorisierungsprozesse konkrete korper-
liche Erfahrungen, um ihre abstrakte Struktur
konzeptuell zu organisieren®, weshalb eine ex-
plizite Erklarung der Regeln allein nicht aus-
reicht: ,[D]ie explizite Regelerkldarung, wie sie
oft im Unterricht praktiziert wird, [kann] die
Prozesse der kognitiven Verankerung von Kons-
truktionen (unter anderem Kategorisierung,
Schematisierung und Generalisierung) nicht er-
setzen” (ebd.). Roche & Sufier Mufioz zeigen an-
hand von Screenshots aus Animationen zu den
Themen ,,Aktiv-Passiv” und ,Modalverben®, wie
dies in Lehrwerken aussehen kann (2014: 134£.).
Die Autoren plddieren besonders fiir einen Ein-
satz solcher Methoden im Anfiangerunterricht.
Im Unterschied zu unserem Fokus handelt es
sich hier um Metaphern fiir den semantischen
Inhalt der Modalverben einerseits (Schranken
und Ampeln signalisieren zum Beispiel Erlaubnis
oder Verbot, um das Modalverb ,diirfen’ zu erkla-
ren) und die verdanderte Perspektivierung beim
Passiv (Scheinwerfer gerichtet auf Agens bzw. auf
die Handlung) andererseits.

In diesem Zusammenhang sind die Erkennt-
nisse der Forschung zur ,cognitive load theory*
relevant und miissen beim Erstellen von Lern-
material beachtet werden. Der Arbeitsspeicher
(sworking memory”) kann nur eine bestimm-
te Anzahl von Informationen und nur fiir eine
bestimmte Zeitdauer aufbewahren. Ziel ist es,
Informationen aus dem Arbeitsspeicher in das
Langzeitgeddchtnis zu integrieren (vgl. Sweller
2011). Gestiitzt auf empirische Forschungsbe-
lege scheint es korrekt anzunehmen, dass eine
zweifache Kodierung (,dual modality presenta-
tion“, Sweller 2011: 67) zu besseren Lernerfol-
gen fiihrt. Bei Sweller ist hier die audio-visuelle
Doppelmodalitdt gemeint, aber Schnotz (2014)
und Mayer (2014b) haben gezeigt, dass auch Text
kombiniert mit bildlicher Darstellung gemeint
sein kann.

Fiir unsere Zwecke ist es wichtig zu betonen,
dass Multimodalitdt den Lerneffekt steigert,
wenn die Informationen, die in den beiden Ka-
nélen préasentiert werden, so selektiert wurden,
dass sie sich gegenseitig unterstiitzen. Bild/Ani-
mation und Text sollten nicht isoliert und un-
abhéngig voneinander verstdndlich sein, denn
dann wire entweder das eine oder der andere
redundant (siehe ,split-attention effect”, Sweller
2011: 66). Sie sollten keine unnétigen Informa-
tionen enthalten, denn dies wiirde ablenken
(ebd.: 68). Die Metapher des Trennens zum Bei-
spiel kann, wie in Grammatik Aktiv (2023: 24),
das Feldermodell einerseits visuell abbilden,
andererseits kann auf dieses Bild auch auf der
sprachlichen Ebene Bezug genommen werden,
wenn von ,trennbaren Verben“ (ebd.) die Rede
ist. Es handelt sich bei solchen Beispielen um
y,multimodal metaphors“ im Sinne von Forcevil-
le (2008: 463). Dadurch, dass mehr als ein Modus
in Anspruch genommen wird, kann ,,perceptual
immediacy“ (ebd.) erreicht werden.®

6 Als weitere Untersuchungen zum Thema Animation im DaF-/DaZ Unterricht seien Grass (2013), Hoffmann (2018) und Bara & Asali-van
der Wal (2020) genannt. Grass kann eindrucksvoll belegen, wie Lernende in einem Vorher-Nachher Experiment mit einem Grammatik-
Animationsprogramm ihre ,,Concept Maps“ zum Thema Wechselprapositionen prazisieren und besser strukturieren konnten. Hoffmann
demonstriert auf der Grundlage einer Erwerbsstudie, dass die Sprachvermittlung von Funktionsverbgefiigen mit Hilfe von Grammatik-
animationen erfolgreicher als die konventionelle Vermittlung ist. Bara & Asali-van der Wal zeigen in ihrer Studie zum Einsatz von animierten
Wechselprapositionen bei drei verschiedenen Lerngruppen, dass diese zu gesteigertem Lernerfolg fiihren.
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3. Visualisierungen in Lehrmaterial

Wie bereits erwdhnt, sind Visualisierungen, die
auf dem uniformen topologischen Satzmodell
fulen, in Lehrmaterial besonders hiufig an-
zutreffen.” Handelt es sich beim topologischen
Satzmodell selbst bereits um eine Visualisierung
im Sinne eines Charts, so ist sein theoretischer
Uberbau doch zu komplex, um fiir Lernende ein
handhabbares Modell bei der Erfassung syntak-
tischer Regeln bereitzustellen. Piktoriale Meta-
phern hingegen kdnnen, wie oben beschrieben,
Wesentliches hervorheben, indem sie auf Kon-
zepte zuriickgreifen, die den Lernenden bereits
bekannt sind oder die besser mental reprisen-
tiert werden konnen. Im Folgenden wollen wir
einige exemplarisch ausgewéhlte Metaphern
vorstellen, die genau dies leisten sollen. Wir be-
ziehen uns dabei in erster Linie auf Lehrmateri-
al fiir DaF, berticksichtigen aber dariiber hinaus
auch Didaktisierungsvorschldge aus dem DaZ-
und muttersprachlichen Unterricht sowie der
Forschungsliteratur.

Bei unserem Untersuchungsgegenstand handelt
es sich um die Visualisierung abstrakter syntak-
tischer Regeln. Eine solche Regel kann entweder
als Abbildung verstanden werden (,,So sieht ein
linearer Satz aus®), durch die die Positionen der
Elemente im Satz zum Beispiel markiert in einer
Tabelle gezeigt werden, oder als Darstellung
einer Instruktion (,,Die abtrennbaren Teile von
Verben miissen ans Ende des Satzes wandern®),
beispielsweise durch Pfeile oder Klammern.

Bei den Zusammenfassungen und Beurteilun-
gen von Lehrmaterial in diesem Artikel geht es
uns darum, Methoden zu identifizieren, durch
die Lernenden ein grammatischer Inhalt zu-
ganglich gemacht werden kann. Kriterien, die
unser Interesse bei der Untersuchung von Lehr-
material leiten, sind:

+ Korrekte Zusammenfassung eines Inhalts

- Klarheit, Konzentration auf wesentliche
Informationen®

+ Addquatheit fiir das Niveau Al: Es werden
keine expliziten linguistischen Vorkenntnisse
vorausgesetzt.

+ Anbinden an Weltwissen: Die spezifischen
kulturellen Kontexte der Lernenden werden
berticksichtigt.

+ Einprédgsamkeit

+ Ausbaufihigkeit

3.1V2 als ,,positionsfeste GroRe*

Ein wesentliches Merkmal des topologischen
Modells ist die Einfithrung der Verbzweitposi-
tion als ,positionsfester Grof3e” im Satz, die es
mithilfe geeigneter Bildmetaphern darzustellen
gilt. Kretzenbacher (2009: 92) schlégt dafiir die
Metapher einer Briicke vor, deren Pfeiler die
Verbposition abbilden. So kann abgebildet wer-
den, dass das Verb bzw. die Verbteile unbeweg-
lich sind, wohingegen die drei Felder, die durch
die Briicke eroffnet werden, flexibel besetzt wer-
den konnen.

In den Grammatikanimationen der Neuaufla-

ge von Grammatik Aktiv A1-B1 (2023) wird die
lineare Struktur des Feldermodells sehr wortlich
auf eine piktoriale Metapher iibertragen, indem
zwei Baume auf einer Wiese die linke bzw.

Vorfeld | Vorverh Mittelfeld Nachyerb Nachfeld
(9) | Der Trainer | bringt der Katze <inen Trick bei.
(10) | Mit Geduld | hat er ihn ibe beigebracht, [ - ob sie nun lemen
will oder nicht.
{11 | Obwohl die lemt sie aus Liebe zum Trainer schlieBlich den Trick o | denn Licbe errcicht
Katze faul alles.
ist,
(12)|  Morgen bringt | die Katze den Trick, den sie neu gelernt hat, zum zur nicht waht?
ersten Mal | Auffiibrung,
(13) Das muss ich mir auf jeden Fall anschauen.
(14) Komm: doch mit in den Zirkus!
s)]  oder bist du_gegen Katzentricks allergiseh, Lea?

Abbildung 1: Kretzenbacher (2009: 92)

7 Fureinen guten Uberblick der Geschichte des Einsatzes von lllustrationen im Deutschunterricht siehe Zeyer (2017: 668).

8  Mit Brinitzer & Damm (1999: 6) denken wir auch, dass Ziele wie Klarheit und Einpragsamkeit den Anspruch auf Vollstandigkeit tibertreffen.
Ausnahmen werden zunéchst ausgeblendet, kdnnen aber natiirlich spater in das Modell eingebaut werden.



DAAD-UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE RESEARCH HUB FOR GERMAN STUDIES, GROSSBRITANNIEN

rechte Satzklammer abbilden, wahrend eine
dazwischen gespannte Wascheleine das Mittel-
feld symbolisiert. Auch diese Metapher macht
sich das implizite Weltwissen der Lernenden zu-
nutze, dass Biume nicht ohne Weiteres bewegt
werden konnen. Metaphorisch wird diese Im-
mobilitit des Verbs zusatzlich hervorgehoben,
indem die Verben auf den Satzgliedkdrtchen in
der Animation stets mit Hammer und Nagel an
den Biumen befestigt werden, alle anderen Ele-
mente im Satz hingegen mit Wascheklammern,
was die Beweglichkeit dieser Elemente unter-
streicht. Mithilfe der Metapher wird so zuerst
die V2-Position im deklarativen Aussagesatz und
in der W-Frage eingefiihrt, wobei zunichst nur
LSK besetzt wird; erst spater wird das Modell
um RSK erweitert. Auch Ja-/Nein-Fragen werden
anhand desselben Modells visualisiert, wobei
das Vorfeld, dargestellt durch den linken Teil der
Wiascheleine, dem uniformen topologischen Mo-
dell entsprechend unbesetzt bleibt. Das Modell
ist insofern ausbaufihig fiir die weitere Lern-
progression.

Auch EL-Bouz & Roche bedienen sich in ihrem
Online-Programm Granima einer metaphori-
schen Darstellung der Felder-Analogie, und
zwar durch die Verwendung einer FulRballfeld-
Metapher: Hier wird das Bild von der festen Po-
sition von Torwarten genutzt, ,die das Feld ‘um-
rahmen’ und zwischen denen sich alle anderen
Spieler bewegen“ (EL-Bouz & Roche 2018a: 36).
Auch soll an das Vorwissen der Lernenden iiber
die Fullballregeln angekniipft werden:

Du kannst dir einen deutschen Satz wie ein Ful-
ballspiel vorstellen. So wie es im Fuflball Posi-
tionen fiir bestimmte Personen gibt (Torwart,
Torschiitze etc.), gibt es auch im Satz Positionen
fiir bestimmte Worter. Auf dem Ful$ballfeld gibt
es zwei Torwarte, links und rechts. Das sind zwei
Verben. Die anderen Spieler (die anderen Wor-
ter) spielen zwischen ihnen. Die Torwarte sind

sehr wichtig, ohne sie gibt es kein Spiel. Auch
die Verben sind im deutschen Satz sehr wichtig:
Ohne sie gibt es keinen Satz. (ebd.)

Der Umstand, dass RSK nicht zwangslaufig be-
setzt sein muss, scheint uns eine besonders
grofle Herausforderung bei der Wahl einer ge-
eigneten Metapher darzustellen, denn auch bei
Nicht-Besetzung von RSK sollte die gewidhlte
Metapher natiirlich verstdndlich sein. Wird zu-
néchst nur die V2-Position ohne Besetzung von
RSK eingefiihrt, so sollte die Metapher idealer-
weise mit Blick auf die weitere Lernprogression
ausbauféhig sein. Das Bild einer Briicke oder
Wischeleine mit zwei unbeweglichen Elemen-
ten kann so bereits zu einem frithen Zeitpunkt
des Spracherwerbsprozesses eingefiihrt wer-
den, sofern deutlich gemacht wird, dass fiir den
Erwerb der V2-Position das rechte Element zu-
néchst vernachldssigt werden muss.

Ein weiteres Problem ist die Darstellung einer
inhdrent schliissigen Losung fiir die Darstellung
des Vorfeldes: Die Darstellung von EL-Bouz &
Roche st6f3t beispielsweise auf das Problem,
dass sich die rdumliche Platzierung des Vorfel-
des links von LSK verbietet - zu offensichtlich
wire der Bruch mit der Ful$ballfeld-Analogie.
Als Zugestandnis an die FuBballregeln wird das
Vorfeld daher zwischen den Toren abgebildet
und durch ein gelb gestricheltes Viereck darge-
stellt, welches aber in der Quelldoméne ,,FuR-
ballfeld” keine Entsprechung hat.? Wenn eine
sKlammer” den Satz zusammenhailt, welche
Funktion ibernimmt das Element auf3erhalb
der Klammer im Rahmen der Metapher?!® Eine
zwischen zwei Biumen aufgespannte Wasche-
leine, die links vom linken Baum noch Elemen-
te tragt, mag physikalisch auf den ersten Blick
recht eigenwillig erscheinen, ist aber natiirlich
der addquaten Darstellung des linear organisier-
ten topologischen Modells geschuldet.

9 EL-Bouz & Roche (2018a: 36) verweisen zwar darauf, dass ,die unterschiedlichen Bereiche des FuRlballfeldes (Vorfeld, Mittelfeld, Nachfeld) [...]
mit den grammatischen Termini liberein[stimmen]“. Tatsachlich gilt dies aber nur fiir den Begriff des Mittelfeldes. Andere, fiir ein FuRballspiel
durchaus charakteristische Merkmale, wie z.B. das Vorhandensein von Gegenspielern, werden im Syntaxmodell hingegen nicht aufgegriffen.
EL-Bouz & Roche sprechen daher von ,,Ubungsspielen”, wobei sie einrdumen, dass die Syntaxregeln ,.zu komplex [sind], als dass eine
Satzstruktur eins-zu-eins auf eine Fullballsituation tibertragen werden kann” (ebd.: 37). Hier kann gefragt werden, ob die Quelldoméne des
FuBballspiels durch die ebenfalls sehr komplexe Zieldomane ,,Syntax” nicht womdoglich Uiberstrapaziert wird.

10 Andieser Stelle soll angemerkt werden, dass es auch andere Ansétze gibt. Becker geht von einer S-0-V-Stellung aus und halt die Klammer fiir
sirrefihrend“ und ,verschleiernd“ (2016: 233 und 246). Auch Dalmas & Vinckel (2006) finden die Klammer nicht beschreibungsadédquat.
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3.2 Inversion

Einige der von uns gesichteten Visualisierun-
gen bertlicksichtigen eigens das Phinomen der
Inversion, was uns angesichts der eingangs
geschilderten Lernschwierigkeiten sinnvoll er-
scheint: Die Wascheleinen-Metapher in Gram-
matik Aktiv (2023) stellt dies dar, indem das im
Vorfeld befindliche Subjekt durch ein ande-

res Element verdringt wird und ins Mittelfeld
»schwingt®. Eine Kordel, die zwischen Subjekt
und V2-Position angebracht ist, bildet dabei die
Regel ab, dass das Subjekt bei der Inversion stets
in unmittelbarer raiumlicher Nzhe, direkt hinter
LSK, platziert werden muss. In Grammatik sehen
(Brinitzer & Damm 1999: 25) dient eine Klebe-
band-Metapher dazu, die besondere Beziehung
zwischen Subjekt und finitem Verb darzustellen.
In den Grammatikanimationen German Gram-
mar Visuals (Matthews 2007) hingegen wird die
V2-Position durch einen Thron mit der Beschrif-

'77

tung ,,Reserviert fiir das Verb!” dargestellt. Die-
ser ist mit einer Sirene ausgestattet, die einen
Alarm auslost, sobald infolge einer nicht korrekt
durchgefiihrten Inversion die V2-Position durch
ein nicht-verbales Element belegt wird. Die im-
plizite Analogie zwischen der Missachtung der
V2-Stellung und einem Regelversto kann auf
diese Weise als visual cue zu einer Vorsichtshal-
tung der Lernenden fiihren, um diesem sehr

hiufigen Fehler vorzubeugen.

3.3 Erweiterbarkeit des Mittelfelds und
Darstellung von RSK

Modelle, die sowohl LSK als auch RSK abbilden,
sehen sich oft vor das Problem gestellt, dass sie
idealerweise einerseits die V2-Position als feste
Konstituente abbilden sollen, andererseits aber
auch die potenzielle Erweiterbarkeit des Mit-
telfelds. Eine naheliegende Abbildung ist hier
natiirlich die - erweiterbare - Klammer, die z.
B. in Grammatik sehen (Brinitzer & Damm 1999:
33) zur Anwendung kommt, sowie das Bild der
Schraubzwinge, die z. B. in Deutsch konkret (Des-
marets etal. 1983: 18) herangezogen wird. Koep-
pel (2016: 205) merkt hierzu allerdings kritisch
an, dass die Vertrautheit mit diesem Werkzeug
wohl schwerlich im Alltagswissen der meisten

Und Sie? Was waollen Sic machen? Frank Weinig[willlein Politikseminar machen

Spiel: Lebende Sétze

chreiben Sie Sitze mit kénmen und wollew. Machen Sie Kirrchen,

n Sie Ihre Partner. Bilden Sie Sitze.

Abbildung 2: Schritte international (2006: 71)

3 O
2

1 Schreibt ein Pronomen (Ich ., Dw ., & ...

2 Macht ein Papierflugzeug und werft.

3 Erganzt das Verb. (ich biw . Dw bis? ...) und werft weiter.

4 Ergénzt den Satz. (lch bix cool Du bis eine Toweade.) und werft weiter.

Lest nun vor.
A
= L S
- Bl
;

T 2 3

e e ST

Abbildung 3: Deutsch.com (2008: 31)

Lernenden vorausgesetzt werden kann. Gliick-
licher gewahlt erscheint die Hamburger-Me-
tapher, die im norwegischen Lehrwerk Leute
(2017) verwendet wird: LSK und RSK werden hier
durch zwei Brotscheiben dargestellt, wahrend
der dazwischen liegende Belag (das Mittelfeld)
beliebig erweitert werden kann - hier wird das
topologische Modell gewissermalien in die Ver-
tikale gekippt. Jensen (2021: 95) schligt zudem
vor, dass auch die topologische Darstellung der
Nominalphrase als Stadt mit Stadttor, Briicken,
Wohnhidusern und Rathaus bei Hiibl & Steinbach
(2015) Ahnlichkeit mit der rahmenden Funk-
tion der Satzklammer aufweist und diese inso-
fern nutzbar fiir den Fremdsprachenunterricht
gemacht werden kann. Gemeinsam ist beiden
Metaphern mit Sicherheit, dass Quelldomanen
wie ,Hamburger” bzw. ,Stadt” problemlos als
bekannt vorausgesetzt werden diirfen.

In vielen Lehrbiichern wird die Inversion zeit-
gleich mit den Angaben zur Zeit eingefiihrt. Es
scheint sinnvoll und intuitiv, dass Ausdriicke wie
y»morgen” oder ,um 14.00 Uhr* an den Satzan-
fang gestellt werden, um so die relevante Infor-
mation gleich zu Beginn der Aussage zu vermit-
teln. Die fiir Lernende wichtige Regel, das finite
Verb in Position 2 zu belassen, kann ausgezeich-
net mit dem lebenden Satz dargestellt werden.
Die korperliche Erfahrung, dass alle Teilneh-
menden die Plitze tauschen konnen, aber die
Person, die das Verb darstellt, auf ihrem Platz
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sitzen bleiben muss, fiihrt diese unverriickbare
Position des Verbs sehr deutlich vor Augen. Gute
Beispiele und Anleitungen findet man in Schritte
international (2006: 71) und 55 Grammatikspiele
(2019: 19-21).

Nachdem die Satzklammer visuell am Beispiel
des Modalverbs + Infinitiv ins Gedé4chtnis ge-
rufen wurde, sollen die Lernenden Satzteile auf
Karten schreiben und sich dann aufstellen. Ja/
Nein-Fragen (mit dem finiten Verb auf Positi-

on 1) konnen abgebildet werden, ebenso wie die
Inversion.

Eine interessante Variante wird in Deutsch.com
(2008: 31) vorgeschlagen. Die Lernenden bas-
teln ein Papierflugzeug und beschriften es zuerst
nach Anleitung im Buch mit einem Pronomen.
Die nichste Person, bei der das Flugzeug landet,
fiigt ein Verb hinzu. Die dritte Person ergidnzt den
entstehenden Satz durch ein weiteres Element.
So kann das Feldermodell in verschiedenen Dar-
stellungsformen helfen, die topologischen Re-
geln im deutschen Satz zu internalisieren.

3.4 Trennbare Verben

Die trennbaren Verben sind sicherlich ein cha-
rakteristisches Merkmal des Deutschen (und
anderer germanischer Sprachen, wie auch des
Ungarischen) und stellen eine nicht zu unter-
schétzende Lernhiirde dar. Die dem Konzept
ytrennen” innewohnende Dynamik (ein Teil des
Wortes kann abgetrennt und an einen anderen
Ort im Satz platziert werden) ldsst sich gut durch
Darstellungen, die diese Bewegung nachzeich-
nen, visualisieren. In Grammatik aktiv (2013: 32,
siehe Abbildung 4) wird die Visualisierung der
Bewegung daher unter anderem auch genutzt,
um bei trennbaren Verben die Position des infi-
niten Verbteils am Ende des Satzes nachvollzieh-
bar zu machen.

In Studio d (2010: 90) werden die trennbaren
Verben als zusammengehorende Puzzleteile
eingefiihrt, in Menschen (2012: 60) wird die Ab-
trennbarkeit durch eine Zickzack-Linie zwi-
schen abtrennbarem Verbteil und Verbstamm
dargestellt und die Verbteile dann in die entspre-
chenden Positionen in der Tabelle einsortiert.

elnkaufen
—

konjugiertes Verb | Teil 2
Position 2 Ende

Modalverben ich will heute einkaufen.

trennbare Verben | ich Kaufe | Obst und Gemse [ein.

sein + Adjektiv® | DasWetter | ist heute Nachmittag winderbar,

Verb + Verb® Wir gehen heute Nachmittag

Nomen\Verb- | Heute Abend | spiele ich mit meiner Freundin

Kombinationen®

Perfekt Ich habe schon Getrinke eingekauft

Abbildung 4: Grammatik aktiv (2013: 32)

Schreiben Sie Fragen und Antworten wie in der Liste.

) G G (D Gl

Wann  rufst = dumich an? NG ki AT
Ich rufe  dichmorgen — an.

Rufst  du mich an? Lo

Abbildung 5: Studio d (2010: 90)

:
aufirdvmen

'i'il‘nu riumt dic Wohnung|auf|.

ein kauh:n

|mn|k.1uir.|1m Supermarke ein|

Abbildung 6: Schritte international (2006: 51)

Dort wird auch der Begriff ,Satzpuzzle® benutzt;
eine Schere visualisiert die Abtrennbarkeit.

In Schritte international (2006: 51) wird eine
Schere mit perforierter Linie als kleines Symbol
in der tabellarischen Abbildung der Satzklam-
mer eingesetzt, um effektiv an die Abtrennbar-
keit zu erinnern:

Etwas drastischer geht es bei den German Gram-
mar Visuals (2007) zu. Hier wird der abtrennba-
re Teil mit einer Kettensige abgeschnitten und
dann ans Ende des Satzes gebracht.

All dies sind unserer Meinung nach gute Visuali-
sierungen des Themas trennbare Verben. Bogen-
schiitze und Schere konnen aullerdem auch den
Raum zwischen den beiden Verbteilen, also das
Mittelfeld, darstellen. Der Pfeil kann mehr oder
weniger weit entfernt vom Schiitzen (den man
sich auf der V2-Position stehend vorstellen kann)
landen. Dasselbe Prinzip wird auch in den Abbil-
dungen in Grammatik aktiv (2013: 20) deutlich:
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leh ein.
oh Kaute ?u’sm.rwmkx

\
leh kaufe heute im Suparmarkt &in. \ 1
\ trennbare Prifixe
Trennbare Verben: \ abs  um
elnfaufen v an-  vor

| Position2 | | ende ok Megs
i o aus: weiter-

5 kt ein,
[imsopemarkt |

ein

fen-  zurecht-

her zuriick-
| Posiion 2 | [ nde mit- zusammen

Ich | s | morgen [ einkaufen. statt-

teil

Modalverben und trennbare Verben

Trennbare Verben im Nebensatz Der Wortakzent ist
Ich gehe Jetzt ins Bett, weil ich morgens immer schon um 6 Uhr aufstehe. immer auf dem
s 4 Prafix: einkaufen

Abbildung 7: Grammatik aktiv (2013: 20)

Clip 07: Trennbare Verben
' I

ich ’ '! losfahre

T
N

Clip 07: Trennbare Verben
Ernst Klett Sprachen GmbH

Ich stehe jeden Tag um 6 Uhr auf.

Abbildung 8: dafleicht-online (2014, Clip 7)

Bei den dazugehorigen Animationen kann man
wunderbar nachvollziehen, wie sich die Sche-
re 6ffnet bzw. schlief3t, je nachdem, wie viele
Elemente im Mittelfeld Platz finden miissen.
Schere und Bogenschiitze haben auch mit Blick
auf die Ausbaufidhigkeit der Visualisierung viel
Potenzial. Die V2-Stellung von finitem Verb und
die Position des infiniten Verb(teil)s konnen mit
derselben Darstellung abgebildet werden. Beide
Visualisierungen, Schere und Pfeil, lassen sich
auch gut schematisch darstellen und konnen so
als kleine Symbole zur Erinnerungshilfe einge-
setzt werden.

Fiir die Visualisierung der Erweiterung des Mit-
telfeldes eignen sich Animationen sehr gut. Mit
den kostenlos zugianglichen Grammatikclips von
dafleicht-online (2014) werden sehr klare und
leicht verstdndliche Videos vorgelegt. In Clip 07
werden trennbare Verben vorgestellt, dann mit
einer Schere zerschnitten und neu angeordnet

(so wird aus ,aufstehen“ ,ich stehe auf“). Dieser
Satz wird dann durch weitere Elemente erwei-
tert, wobei die Verbteile von Hand verschoben
werden, aber immer noch als zusammengeho-
rend gekennzeichnet bleiben, weil sie gelb mar-
kiert sind:

Derartige piktoriale Metaphern, die durch den
Vorgang des Zerschneidens bzw. des Zertren-
nens die enge Beziehung der beiden Verbteile
suggerieren, stellen die bei weitem am hiufigs-
ten genutzte Form der Metaphorisierung dar.
Dass dieses Bild sich insbesondere fiir die trenn-
baren Verben anbietet, liegt nahe. Mit Blick

auf das Kriterium der Ankniipfungsfahigkeit
jedoch, beispielsweise zugunsten der Einfiih-
rung zweiteiliger Verbalkomplexe wie Modal-
verben und Perfekt, lohnt sich die Frage, ob
nicht auch andere Metaphern nutzbar gemacht
werden konnen, um die Zusammengehorig-

keit der beiden Verbteile sichtbar zu machen.
Das bereits erwahnte Beispiel des Bogenschiit-
zen kann dies durch die Darstellung der beiden
Verbteile als Pfeil und Bogen leisten. Lindauer &
Sutter (2005: 31) hingegen machen sich in ihrem
rechtschreibdidaktischen Modell fiir den mut-
tersprachlichen Unterricht die Metapher des
Verbalkomplexes als Konigspaar zunutze, das
als Konig und Konigin in Erscheinung tritt. Die
optische Hervorhebung beider Verbteile durch
die Krone hilft dabei, die prinzipielle Einheit der
beiden Elemente visuell nahezulegen.

3.5 Das Verb als Primat

In zahlreichen der bereits angefiihrten Meta-
phern ist ein weiteres grammatisches Merkmal
zentral, das der Verb-Dependenzgrammatik
geschuldet ist: der Primat des Verbs gegentiiber
anderen Satzteilen. Mitunter wird diese Infor-
mation raumlich dargestellt, wobei das Verb
im Zentrum steht. So wird in Grundgrammatik
Deutsch (1988: 10) eine Dirigenten-Metapher ge-
nutzt sowie eine Molekiil-Metapher (ebd.: 9):
Ahnlich wie ein Sauerstoff-Atom zwei Wasser-
stoff-Atome binden kann, kann ein Verb auf-
grund seiner Valenz eine bestimmte Anzahl

an Ergdnzungen an sich binden. Auch sche-
matische Visualisierungen, in denen das Verb
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raumlich zentral positioniert wird, fallen in die-
se Kategorie; als Beispiel aus dem muttersprach-
lichen Unterricht sei hier der ,,Verbfacher” in
Das Auer Sprachbuch 4 (2010: 58) genannt.

Andere Metaphern suggerieren ein implizites
Hierarchiegefille zwischen dem Verb und ande-
ren Elementen im Satz, beispielsweise wenn das
Verb als Thron, Konig oder Konigin dargestellt
wird und tiber andere Elemente im Satz ,,re-
giert” (German Grammar Visuals 2007; 55 Gram-
matikspiele 2019: 19; Lindauer & Sutter 2005: 30),
als Chef des Satzes (R6sch 2005: 10) oder als
Roboterkopf (Stufen International 1995: 56), der
Auskunft tiber die Vollstandigkeit eines Satzes
(des Roboterkorpers) gibt. Auch in Grammatik
Sehen (1999), wo das Verb als Biihne préasentiert
wird und - in Abhéngigkeit von seiner Valenz -
eine bestimmte Anzahl an ,Mitspielern” beteili-
gen kann, wird dies deutlich.

Auch wenn dependenzgrammatische Modelle
allein noch keine Auskunft tiber die Position der
Verbteile geben kdnnen, so finden sich in eini-
gen der von uns gesichteten Metaphern klare
Beziige, die Grundannahmen der Verb-Depen-
denzgrammatik erfolgreich mit dem topologi-
schen Modell verbinden, etwa die Darstellung
der V2-Position als Thron in den German Gram-
mar Visuals (2007) oder die hierarchisch her-
vorgehobene Position des Torwarts in Granima
(EL-Bouz & Roche 2018b). Mit Bezug auf die
Ausbaufihigkeit der Metapher fiir die weitere
Progression des Spracherwerbs (Kasusrektion,
Organisation von Angaben und Ergdnzungen im
Mittelfeld) halten wir es fiir sinnvoll, die Grund-
lagen der Dependenzgrammatik bereits im An-
fangerunterricht anzulegen.

4. Visualisierungen im Unterricht und Ausblick

Mit Blick auf die DaF-/DaZ-Didaktik fragen wir
uns nattiirlich, welche der von uns gesichteten
und analysierten Visualisierungen in den Unter-
richt eingebaut werden sollten. Wir hoffen, es
ist deutlich geworden, dass es einige Darstellun-
gen gibt, die laut unseren Kriterien effektiv auf
Al-/A2-Niveau eingesetzt werden konnen. Hier
mochten wir noch einmal den Bogenschiitzen,
die Wéscheleine und die sich 6ffnende Sche-

re erwdhnen, vor allem auch, weil uns diese
Darstellungen sehr leicht ausbaufihig fiir die
Progression im Lernprozess erscheinen. Unter
den Animationen halten wir dafleicht-online fiir
gelungen, da hier die Topologie im Satz samt
Dynamik des erweiterbaren Mittelfeldes an-
gemessen wiedergegeben werden kann. Da die
meisten (Unterrichtende wie Lernende) seit
den Unterrichtserfahrungen in der Pandemie
an den Umgang mit hybriden Unterrichtsfor-
men gewohnt sind, er6ffnen sich neue Méglich-
keiten fiir die Integration von multimodalen
Metaphern in Animationen. Auch den Einsatz
von Videoclips im asynchronen Unterricht,

entweder vor der Unterrichtseinheit (dem Mo-
dell des flipped learning folgend) oder in der
Konsolidierungsphase finden wir zweckmalig.
Die Weiterentwicklung von educational technolo-
gy, und hier vor allem der Einsatz von Apps, vir-
tueller Realitdt und kiinstlicher Intelligenz, wird
weitere Einsatzmoglichkeiten fiir Visualisierun-
gen von Lerninhalten er6ffnen. Wie schon bei
den 2D-Lehrwerken wird es fiir den Erfolg aus-
schlaggebend sein, ob die Visualisierungen dem
Inhalt angemessen konzipiert wurden.

Es hat sich gezeigt, dass die lineare, horizonta-
le Darstellung des Satzes in Anlehnung an das
Feldermodell fiir die Darstellungen auf einer
zweidimensionalen Flache die erfolgverspre-
chendste ist. Darstellungen des Dependenzmo-
dells (mit zusitzlichen Angaben aus der Valenz-
theorie) lassen sich schlechter so visualisieren,
dass alle fiir die Lernenden wichtigen Informa-
tionen erfassbar bleiben.!! Allerdings halten
wir (visualisierte) Metaphern wie ,,das Verb ist
das Zentrum und die anderen Angaben kreisen

11 Ein Pladoyer fiir den Einsatz der Dependenztheorie findet man bei Hinkel (2001).
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wie Satelliten um dieses Zentrum®, oder das
werbtheater®, in dem das Verb mit ,Aktanten”
auftritt, oder das Verb als ,Konig”, der den Satz
yregiert®, fiir sehr niitzlich, um die wichtigen
Informationen zur Kasusrektion angemessen
darzustellen. Visualisierungen, die beides (Er-
kenntnisse aus dem Feldermodell und der De-
pendenzgrammatik) kombinieren, sind selten.
Besonders die Verbstellung addquat und leicht
erfassbar darzustellen, ist ein Problem der Vi-
sualisierungen, die auf dem Dependenzmodell
basieren.

Fiir die Entwicklung von Unterrichtsmaterial
wiinschen wir uns einen erhéhten Einsatz von
Visualisierungen. In der Studie von Rddel (2018)
wird auch untersucht, welche grammatischen
Begriffe bei der Vermittlung von Inhalten be-
nutzt werden sollten. Ob man das Element auf
Position 2 ,Verb” oder ,,Priadikat” nennt und ob

<

man die anderen Elemente ,Satzglieder*, ,Satz-
teile, ,Konstituenten®, ,Ergdnzungen®, ,,An-

<

gaben®, ,Aktanten” oder gar ,Satelliten” nennt,
wird eine Auswirkung auf die Entwicklung von
mentalen Modellen bei den Lernenden haben.
Vermittlungen, die ganz ohne Terminologie aus-
kommen, scheinen uns, auch in Anbetracht der
Tatsache, dass nicht alle Studierenden mit dem
entsprechenden Vorwissen ausgestattet sind,
fiir den A1-/A2-Unterricht erfolgversprechend.
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Abstract

The recent successes of populist radical right (PRR) parties have caused major upheavals across
European political landscapes. Yet, the roots of their rising popularity continue to be widely
debated. We contribute to these debates by advancing a thus far underexplored argument of ris-
ing rent burden as key to understanding contemporary PRR vote and nativist attitudes. Rising
rents lie at the heart of growing concerns related to housing (un)affordability and (over)burden
across Western democracies, directly affecting the economic and social well-being of substan-

tial numbers of citizens. PRR parties, we argue, stand to gain from politicizing such concerns in
distinct economic and nativist terms, especially amidst challenges like the European refugee
crisis, which provoked an urgent need to house unprecedented inflows of refugees. Drawing on
individual-level panel data from Germany, we uncover a strong relationship between rising rents,
PRR vote, and hostile attitudes toward refugees. In calling attention to rising rents, our study adds
important insights into scholarship on the politics of housing markets not only from the perspec-
tive of home ownership and housing assets, but also rents. In so doing, we also refine understand-
ings of the conditions under which economic factors shape PRR support

Keywords: Populist Radical Right, Housing, Rent, Voting Behavior, Refugee Crisis, Panel Data

Introduction

The recent successes of populist radical right
(PRR) parties® have caused major upheavals
across European political landscapes. Capital-
izing on recent Europe-wide challenges like
the Eurozone crisis and the 2015-2016 refu-
gee crisis, their popularity has attracted wide
attention, not least because of the threats they
pose to liberal democracies.

The roots of PRR support, however, continue
to be debated. One dominant view attributes
PRR parties’ appeal to a “cultural backlash”
(Mutz 2018; Norris and Inglehart 2019); oth-
ers have emphasized the consequences of eco-
nomic re-structuring among the economically
anxious globalization “losers” (Kitschelt 1995;
Kriesi etal., 2008). Yet, objective measures, such
as (un)employment or low incomes, poorly
predict PRR support (Hansen and Olsen 2019;
Norris and Inglehart 2019). The evidence on
how exposure to refugees influences PRR vote
and attitudes is also mixed (Schaub etal., 2021;
Steinmayr 2021).

We contribute to these debates by advancing a
thus far underexplored argument of rising rent
burden as key to understanding contemporary
PRR vote. Rising rents lie at the heart of grow-
ing concerns related to housing (un)affordabil-
ity and (over)burden across Western democra-
cies, directly affecting the economic and social
well-being of substantial numbers of citizens
(Abou-Chadi etal., 2021; Ansell and Cansunar
2021; Inchauste etal., 2018).

Building on, and moving beyond, recent
research that emphasizes local rent appreci-
ation as an important geotropic threat that
affects leaning toward the PRR (Abou-Chadi
etal., 2021), we investigate how individual-level,
and thus direct, rent increases affect PRR vote
choices. We stipulate that individuals confronted
with rising rents are particularly likely to turn
to PRR parties. First, not only have globalization
and economic re-structuring created “winners”
and “losers” of labor markets (Kriesi etal., 2008),
but also of housing markets (Ansell 2019). Rent-
ers, already at lower ranks of income distribu-
tion (Dustmann etal., 2021), are particularly

1 Defined as nativist, authoritarian and populist (Mudde 2007).
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vulnerable to housing market fluctuations and
rising prices. The substantial and growing share
of rents thus has direct and important impli-
cations for households’ budgets, economic (in)
security and status considerations. Such con-
cerns have been shown to make PRR rhetoric
particularly appealing (Abou-Chadi and Kurer
2021; Gidron and Hall 2020; Kurer 2020).

Second, PRR parties benefit from advancing an
explicit cultural framing of this economic issue.
Rising rents and housing shortages tie closely
with PRR parties’ welfarechauvinist rhetoric
about immigrants’ abuse of, and unjust access
to, social benefits over “natives;” increased
access to affordable housing by immigrants

has been shown to be a particularly important
trigger of such attitudes and PRR vote (Cavaille
and Ferwerda 2023). Rising rents heighten
receptiveness toward such discourse; situations
like the 2015-2016 refugee crisis, provoking an
urgent need to house unprecedented numbers
of refugees, render them particularly salient.

Finally, PRR parties also stand to gain from
politicizing the issue in distinct terms given
other parties’ failure to address such con-
cerns, evidenced by the fact that housing costs
have risen and the stock of affordable housing
declined in recent decades under both right-
and left-wing governments (Dustmann etal.,
2021; OECD 2020).

To test this argument, we exploit individual-level
panel data and leverage within-subject rent
changes from Germany. Germany provides a

useful test to our theory. Its renter-homeowner
ratio is high across Europe, and its housing
expenditures have also increased in recent
years, especially among renters and lower-
income individuals (Dustmann etal., 2021). Sup-
port for the PRR Alternative for Germany (AfD)
also dramatically increased during this time,
from 4.7 % in 2013 to 12.6 % in 2017. We explore
how rising rents contribute to this rise.

We find empirical support for our argument:
individuals whose rents increase become more
likely to vote AfD; this effect is direct and not
driven by overall changes in household income.
It is also stronger among lower-income individ-
uals, whose modest budgets are most vulnera-
ble to rising rents, and in high-rent areas where
these changes are most directly felt. Addition-
ally, rising rents correlate with refugee hostil-
ity; by boosting anti-refugee attitudes, they thus
also indirectly boost PRR support. Crucially,
the PRR and no other party benefits from rent
increases. We make important contributions to
political behavior scholarship. Our argument
about rising rents adds important insights into
scholarship on the politics of housing markets
(e.g. Abou-Chadi etal., 2021; Ansell and Cansu-
nar 2021; Ansell etal., 2022; Ansell 2014; Patana
2022; Scheve and Slaughter 2001). We also refine
understandings of the conditions under which
economic factors shape PRR support (Abou-
Chadi and Kurer 2021; Adler and Ansell 2020;
Gidron and Hall 2020; Kurer 2020). Overall, we
highlight the importance of future research on
housing (un)affordability and rents in shaping
political competition.

Housing, Rising Rents, and PRR Support

Culture versus the economy has been the cen-
tral contention of recent debates about PRR
success. Cultural explanations (i. e. individuals
threatened by societal change turn to these par-
ties) (e.g. Mutz 2018; Norris and Inglehart 2019)
have been particularly influential in understand-
ing their rise. Their appeal is largely attributable
to the lack of empirical support on objective
economic factors underpinning PRR support

(Gidron and Mijs 2019; Hansen and Olsen 2019;
Norris and Inglehart 2019), calling into question
economic arguments about the economically
anxious “losers” of globalization as particu-

larly receptive to the PRR (Kitschelt 1995; Kriesi
etal., 2008). Importantly, recent scholarship has
refined understandings of how relative eco-
nomic conditions, such as status anxiety (Gidron
and Hall 2020; Kurer 2020), or economic risks
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within households (Abou-Chadi and Kurer 2021)
interact with cultural concerns and shape PRR
rhetoric.

Building on these debates, we advance an argu-
ment about rising rent burden previously under-
explored in PRR and political behavior studies.
Despite growing interest in the politics of hous-
ing, prior research has primarily examined how
homeownership and housing wealth shape atti-
tudes and vote choices. As housing asset appre-
ciation can strongly impact individuals’ wealth
and savings by providing additional revenue
streams and insurance against eventual eco-
nomic shocks, it can exert a politically conser-
vative effect on redistribution attitudes (Ansell
2014) and political behavior (Ansell 2019). Fears
of asset depreciation may similarly make home-
owners more anti-free trade and protectionist in
areas with non-competitive industries (Scheve
and Slaughter 2001). Growing unaffordability
can also undermine demand for housing and
redistributive policies and boost support for the
conservative right among homeowners striving
to keep appreciation high (Ansell and Cansunar
2021).

In line with this logic, recent studies have also
established a connection between house prices
and Brexit and PRR support at the subnational
levels (Ansell etal., 2022; Adler and Ansell 2020;
Patana 2022) — PRR rhetoric resonates stron-
ger in declining areas with depreciating house
prices. The economic re-structuring of post-in-
dustrial societies underpins these dynamics.
The decline and dislocation of traditional indus-
try and transition toward agglomeration soci-
eties has created clear “winners” and “losers”
of housing markets, split between appreciating
areas where growth and prosperity are con-
centrated and depreciating “left behind” ones
(Ansell 2019). Homeowners’ political reactions
to housing asset fluctuations are thus intimately
tied to local housing markets and the local
economy (ibid.).

Despite scholars’ interest in housing mar-
kets, few to date have examined how concern
over rents or affordability might do the same.
Abou-Chadi etal. (2021)’s focus on the political

economy of rental markets and how local rental
markets shape PRR support makes impor-

tant headway in this regard. Positing local rent
appreciation as an important geotropic threat

to renters’ economic and social standing in
high-rent areas, the authors find that local rent
increases make individuals more likely to lean
toward the PRR in Germany. We build on, and
move beyond, this important research by exam-
ining the individual-level effects that rising rents
and cost (over)burden have on electoral choices.
These direct effects warrant further attention,
not least because of widespread and growing
concerns about housing cost overburden and
(un)affordability across Western democracies
(OECD 2020; Inchauste etal., 2018).

Against this backdrop, we hypothesize that
rising rents represent an important source of
resentment that the PRR can harness in particu-
lar. Housing markets’ effect on renters’ electoral
choices, however, is distinct from homeown-
ers. First, whereas asset-owning and -building
homeowners’ mortgages (i. e. housing costs)

are typically more stable and regulated, rising
rent burden directly impacts renters’ budgets,
economic security and well-being. Lower-in-
come individuals, already disproportionately
burdened by housing costs, are far more likely
to rent in the first place (Dustmann etal., 2021).
Rising rents are thus a direct source of eco-
nomic anxiety to renters; homeowners’ housing
asset fluctuations less so, at least in the short-
term.

Moreover, while depreciating housing wealth
may contribute to a sense of being “left behind”
and PRR success in economically declining
areas, the political effects of rent burden should
instead be strongest in the more booming areas
where rents have strongly appreciated and thus
are strongly felt by renters. Homeowners, in
contrast, benefit from asset appreciation in
these places. Growing unaffordability and rent
overburden also heightens the risk of displace-
ment of lower-income renters from these areas,
hindering access to opportunity, economic and
social mobility (Le Gales and Pierson 2019), and
thereby social status. Rising rents thus directly
affect households’ financial security and social
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standing; this makes rent-burdened individuals
the biggest “losers” of housing markets. The eco-
nomically anxious, status-concerned rent-bur-
dened individuals should therefore be partic-
ularly receptive to PRR parties’ rhetoric of the
“left-behinds” of structural change.

In addition to representing a direct threat to
economic (in)security and social status, PRR
parties also benefit from politicizing the issue
in cultural terms by connecting rising rents to
their long-established welfare-chauvinist rhet-

”

oric against “immigrants™ abuse of, and unjust
access to, state benefits and assistance. Not
only do welfare-chauvinistic attitudes predict
PRR vote (Goerres etal., 2018), but immigrants’
increased access to affordable housing has also
been found to play a particularly important role
in activating such attitudes and PRR receptive-
ness (Cavaill ‘e and Ferwerda 2023). Contexts like
the European refugee crisis, which provoked
an urgent need to house unprecedented flows
of refugees, are particularly likely to raise the
salience of rising rents, resentment over them,
and receptiveness toward this welfare-chauvin-
ist framing.

The AfD, Rents, and Refugees

To empirically evaluate our argument, we turn
to Germany. Post-war Germany was long a Euro-
pean exception for its absence of a federal-level
PRR party. In 2017, however, the AfD experi-
enced an unprecedented rise by becoming the
third biggest party with 12.6 % vote share, up
from 4.7 % in 2013 when it was founded.

The AfD rose by strongly politicing the Euro-
zone bailouts and the 2015-2016 refugee crisis.
Evolving from a conservative, soft-eurosceptic
party to an anti-immigration PRR party (Arzhei-
mer and Berning 2019), it strongly appealed to
voters opposed to Merkel’s “open-door policy”
and the influx of mostly Syrian refugees (ibid.;
Hansen and Olsen 2019). While these crises
undoubtedly influenced the AfD’s rapid rise, the
micro-level conditions underpinning its success
in politicizing them merit further examination.

Finally, voters concerned with rising rents are
likely to support the PRR and not other major
parties, given the latter’s past performance

on addressing this issue (see next section on
the German context). Despite commitment to
addressing housing affordability and shortages,
mainstream parties’ past policies have contrib-
uted to rising housing costs and steep decline
in the stock of affordable housing in recent
decades (Chou and Dancygier, 2021; OECD,
2020). Importantly, although rent-burdened indi-
viduals would plausibly benefit from (radical-)
leftist, heavily stateinterventionist solutions

to this issue, they are unlikely to resonate. Not
only can economic insecurity undermine trust
in political institutions and thereby govern-
ment intervention, but much like labor market
changes that have engendered “relative shifts
in the social hierarchy” undermine support

for redistribution among those threatened by
these shifts (e. g. Kurer 2020), so too are individ-
uals whose economic and social status is at risk
because of rising rents unlikely to prefer such
policies and (radical-left) parties, who specifi-
cally target the “objectively” worst-off citizens.

Local exposure to refugees during the Euro-
pean refugee crisis, for example, was found to
exert little influence on existing anti-immigra-
tion attitudes in Eastern Germany (Schaub etal.,
2021). Objective economic disadvantage does
not explain AfD vote either (Hansen and Olsen
2019). The 2013-2017 change in AfD’s vote can-
not thus be readily attributed to shocks contrib-
uting to economic insecurity or sudden refugee
exposure.

We thus focus on rising rents. The issue is par-
ticularly salient in Germany: its rental market

is far larger than in most European countries
(see Appendix). Housing costs have also risen
rapidly in recent years, especially among renters
and lower-income individuals (Dustmann etal.,
2021). This is a major source of concern: over

40 % of Germans express concern over their
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ability to find/keep adequate housing (Dust-
mann etal. 2021); many have also taken to the

streets to protest the “rental insanity.”

Mainstream parties’ past policies have con-
tributed to these trends, thus making resent-
ful rent-burdened individuals unlikely to turn
to them. Rents increased markedly under a
right-wing government during the 1990s as a
result of large-scale privatization, a reduction
of social housing and an increase in residential
mobility toward more expensive areas, that is,
East to West and rural to urban areas, increas-
ing demand and prices in these areas (Dust-
mann etal., 2021). This overall trend continued
through the 2000s with left-wing parties in gov-
erning positions at the national and subnational
levels (Dustmann etal. 2021).

The AfD also offers a distinct market-oriented
and welfare-chauvinist framing of this issue. Its
stance on housing is centered around reducing
rental burdens through a substantial increase in
the housing stock by reducing regulations and
making private development easier.?

Unlike Die Linke and other parties that adopted
a positive stance toward refugees in 2015-2016,
the AfD has also employed a distinct nativist
frame by tying this economic issue to the ref-
ugee crisis. AfD politicians have indeed been
quick to link their rhetoric on refugees with citi-
zens’ concerns around affordable housing. In
Baden-Wuerttemberg, the AfD heavily criticized
the “short-comings in housing policy,” explic-
itly linking housing shortages and affordabil-
ity to the refugee crisis and mass migration.*
AfD politicians in Saxony and Stuttgart simi-
larly blamed the shortage of affordable housing
primarily on the “mass immigration” of 2015-
2016 and the preferential treatment of “asylum

seekers” over “Germans.”” Thus, rising rents are
a central concern in Germany and the German
PRR has employed a distinct economic and
welfare-chauvinist framing to capitalize on it.

Empirical Strategy

To evaluate our argument, we leverage the 2014
and 2018 waves - fielded few months after the
2013 and 2017 federal elections - of the German
Socio-Economic Panel (SOEP), a large annual
representative survey of the same roughly
30,000 individuals (Goebel etal., 2019).° SOEP’s
large N and panel structure enables us to pre-
cisely estimate the causal effect of rising rents
on PRR vote, as well as investigate how rising
rents might underpin hostile reactions to the
European refugee crisis.

Our DV is AfD vote choice (AfD = 1, other party = 0)
in the 2013 and 2017 federal elections. As IV, we
use respondents’ monthly rent payments, which
we adjust for household size.” To account for
non-linearities in the relationship between rents
and PRR support, we also include its squared
term. Individual-fixed effects account for time-
invariant confounders associated with PRR sup-
port and year-fixed effects for varying levels of
AfD support across election years.® Thus, the
two-way fixed effects regression enables us to
estimate the causal effect of within-subject rent
changes on AfD vote choice. Much of the over-
time variation in respondents’ rent payments is
due to relocation and changes in household size,
but even among those where neither applies,
substantial variation between 2013 and 2017
exists (Figure 1 and the Appendix). To control
for changes in individuals’ overall economic sit-
uation, we include a respondent’s net monthly
household income, adjusted for household size

Bescherer etal. (2019); dserver.bundestag.de/btp/19/19138.pdf.
SOEP-Core v36: https://doi.org/10.5684/soep.core.v36i.

0 N o 00 b W N

https://www.thelocal.de/20190406/germans-up-in-arms-over-rent-insanity/
https://www.afd.de/wp-content/uploads/2017/06/2017-06-01_AfD-Bundestagswahlprogramm_Onlinefassung.pdf.
www.landtag-bw.de/files/live/sites/LTBW/files/dokumente/ WP16/Plp/16_0012_28092016.pdf.

We divide the rent by the square root of the number of household members.
We use OLS to estimate the treatment effect for a straight- forward interpretation of regression coefficients (Angrist and Pischke 2009; Gomila

2021). Main results are robust to fixed effects logistic regression; see Appendix.
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and its squared term (cf. Abou-Chadi and Kurer
2021; Gidron and Mijs 2019).°

The 2018 SOEP wave also asks about refugee
attitudes, allowing us to use cross-sectional OLS
to explore the in- terplay between economic
and cultural factors in shaping AfD vote choice.
We thus include two additional DVs: whether

Results

The main results (Models 1-3, Table 1) pro-
vide strong support for our core argument
about rising rents and AfD vote. A €150 rent
increase (= one SD) between 2013 and 2017
makes a respondent 2.6 percentage points (=
18.5*0.15 7.7*0.0225; Model 2) more likely to
vote AfD in 2017 (Figure 2). A more substantial
rent increase of €300 corresponds to a 4.9 per-
centage point increase in AfD vote likelihood
(both p < 0.05). The results are substantively
similar without the squared term and using the
rent/income share as IV instead (Models 1-3).

1. Refugees are bad (=1) or good (=11) for the
economy and 2. Refugees undermine (=1) or
enrich (=11) cultural life. Our IV is the change
in an individual’s rent between 2013 and 2017.
We include a full set of socio-demographic and
political control variables (for summary statis-
tics, see Appendix).

The effect of the latter (Model 3), which speaks
directly to the importance of housing (over)
burden and not just rising rents, is particularly
noteworthy and strong substantively speaking.
Importantly, overall changes in households’
income do not drive the results. Nor are they
restricted to respondents who moved or saw
their household size change (see Appendix). The
results thus apply to renters more broadly; relo-
cating or household composition changes affect
AfD voting primarily by increasing households’
rental burden.

Change in manthly rent (in Euros)

(dJ Relocates (e]
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Q
|
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40 = 405 AT =
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0< o it
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Figure 1. Distribution of changes in monthly rent between 2013 and 2017 for subgroups of respondents based on whether they
relocated and/or their household size changed; N = 3,228 (a), 2,633 (b), 2,242 (c), 776 (d), 1,371 (e), 385 (f).

9 We exclude students and nursing home residents. Neither choice substantively affects our results.
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Table 1. Vote choice for PRR Alternative for Germany (AfD) party in 2013 and 2017 elections.

Base sample

West
Germany

Urban

Low
income

Middle and
high in-
come

Change in rent 0.080* 0.185** 0.194* 0.150" 0.387* 0.141%
(0.033) (0.069) (0.079) (0.082) (0.180) (0.076)

Change in -0.077* -0.080* -0.064" -0.275* -0.053

rent-squared (0.035) (0.037) (0.038) (0.132) (0.033)

Share rent/ 0.396"

income (0.160)

Share rent/ -0.321*

income-squared (0.185)

HH income v

HH income- v v

squared

Individual FEs v v v v v v v

Year FEs v v V4 v v v v

N 11,719 11,719 11,617 7927 8316 4750 6969

Individuals 8883 8883 8807 6091 6336 3685 5198

Note: Results from linear probability models with standard errors clustered by respondent in parentheses.
The coefficient for rent gives the effect of a €1,000 change in monthly rent on AfD vote choice. HH: house-
hold; FE: fixed effect; West Germany: West Germany without Berlin.

p<0.1p<0.05}*p<0.01.

While our findings are not restricted to a specific
geographic region, as expected, the effects are
larger for renters in high-rent areas (i. e. West Ger-
many and urban areas) (Models 4-5 and Appen-
dix). Rising rents thus help explain how the AfD
expands its support beyond its traditional strong-
holds (East Germany and rural areas). Indeed,
prior research has shown that the AfD, and PRR
parties more generally, find particularly fertile
ground in economically lagging regions and local-
ities (Arzheimer and Berning 2019; Hansen and
Olsen 2019; Schaub etal., 2021). By politicizing ris-
ing rents, an issue that disproportionately affects
residents in the more prosperous and urban
settings, PRR parties can broaden their appeal
among individuals in areas where it has thus far
remained limited. As also expected, the effect of
rent increases is stronger for lowerincome house-
holds (household income within the bottom third
of respondents) (Models 6-7). A €150 rent increase

is associated with a 5.2 percentage point increase
in AfD vote probability and only 2 percentage
points for middle- and high-income individuals.

Crucially, the dynamics we uncover are specific to
the PRR as well; no other party electorally bene-
fits from these dynamics. Indeed, and as shown in
Tables 12 and 13 in the Appendix, individuals who
have experienced a rent increase between 2013
and 2017 are less likely to support or even turn
away from the radical-left Die Linke, the party
that has most actively advocated for intervention-
ist housing policies like rent control. These results
suggest that voters who have recently experienced
rent increases see such approaches as having
limited impact on curtailing the broader housing
market trends. The findings are also unaffected
by households’ receipt of government-subsidized
housing or housing assistance (see Appendix),
suggesting that the economic and social
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consequences of rising rents directly (and not
only indirectly through welfare chauvinism) affect
PRR support, and trump support for the inter-
ventionist policies advocated by the left. Taken
together, our results build on Abou-Chadi etal.
(2021) by highlighting how increasing individual-
level rental burden boosts PRR vote choice.

Table 2 further tests the welfare-chauvinist mech-
anism through which rent increases may affect
vote choice. Although refugee questions were only
asked in 2018, the SOEP panel enables us to include
IVs that capture changes in rents and income
between 2013 and 2017, an important addition to
previous cross-sectional studies (e. g. Hansen and
Olsen 2019; Norris and Inglehart 2019).

|

N

Probability of Voling AfD

=1000 500 £00 400 =200 200

—

400 00 800 1000

Change in monthly rent (in Euros)

e

Figure 2. The marginal effects of changes in monthly rent on AfD vote choice with 95 %

confidence intervals.

Table 2. Rising rents, refugee attitudes, and 2017 AfD vote choice.

DV = Refugees good

for economy

Changein -0.821** | -1.039** | -1.648** | -0.692*
rent (2013- | (0.318) | (0.394) | (0.405) | (0.293)
2017,

Refugees enrich cultural life

AfD vote choice

-0.532 | -1.527** | 0.088** | 0.070* | 0.083*
(0.416) | (0.398) | (0.030) | (0.029) | (0.042)

in €1000)
Rent (in 1.549** | 1.538** | 1.508** | 1.910** | 1.886** | 1.868** | -0.051* | 0.015 0.016
€1000) (0.258) | (0.255) | (0.257) | (0.261) | (0.260) | (0.260) | (0.027) | (0.026) | (0.026)

Changein -0.120* | -0.062 | -0.147* | -0.118*
HH income (0.064) | (0.064) | (0.064) | (0.060)
(2013-2017,
in €1000)

-0.061 | -0.145* | -0.009 -0.009 -0.008
(0.060) | (0.060) | (0.006) | (0.006) | (0.006)

Household 0.233** | 0.128* | 0.269** | 0.183**
income (in (0.052) | (0.058) | (0.049) | (0.053)
€1000)

0.084 | 0.220** | -0.011* | -0.007 -0.008
(0.060) | (0.048) | (0.005) | (0.004) | (0.005)

Change in 0.362**
rent x hou- (0.127)
sehold in-

come

0.365** -0.005
(0.113) (0.008)
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DV = Refugees good Refugees enrich cultural life AfD vote choice

for economy

Middle and 0.328** 0.297**
high income (0.089) (0.092)

Change in 0.412 -0.262
rent x midd- (0.514) (0.510)
le and high
income

Refugees -0.017** | -0.017**
good for (0.003) | (0.003)
economy

Refugees en- -0.019** | -0.019**
rich cultural (0.003) | (0.003)
life
Female -0.033 | -0.029 | -0.034 | 0.270** | 0.276** | 0.269** | -0.059** | -0.051** | -0.051**
(0.065) | (0.065) | (0.065) | (0.068) | (0.068) | (0.068) | (0.011) | (0.010) | (0.010)

Age -0.005* | -0.005* | -0.005* |-0.011** | -0.011** | -0.011** | -0.001** | -0.002** | -0.002**
(0.002) | (0.002) | (0.002) | (0.002) | (0.002) | (0.002) | (0.000) | (0.000) | (0.000)

Married -0.178** | -0.205** | -0.193** | -0.176* | -0.198** | -0.191** | 0.003 -0.006 -0.006
(0.067) | (0.066) | (0.067) | (0.070) | (0.070) | (0.070) | (0.010) | (0.009) | (0.010)

High school | 0.288** | 0.249** | 0.276** | 0.170* 0.137 0.158" 0.004 0.012 0.012
(0.083) | (0.083) | (0.083) | (0.087) | (0.087) | (0.087) | (0.019) | (0.018) | (0.018)

More than 1.415** | 1.372** | 1.394** | 1.413** | 1.375** | 1.392** | -0.041* | 0.007 0.007
high school | (0.105) | (0.105) | (0.104) | (0.109) | (0.109) | (0.108) | (0.019) | (0.018) | (0.019)

Rural -0.400** | -0.390** | -0.398** | -0.381** | -0.374** | -0.379** | 0.020* 0.019* 0.019"

(0.071) | (0.071) | (0.071) | (0.074) | (0.074) | (0.074) | (0.012) | (0.011) | (0.011)
AfD vote 0.448** | 0.371** | 0.371**
choice (0.052) | (0.051) | (0.051)
in 2013

Constant 4.106** | 4.198** | 4.082** | 4.358** | 4.445** | 4.334** | 0.229** | 0.410** | 0.411**
(0.145) | (0.147) | (0.146) | (0.149) | (0.151) | (0.149) | (0.033) | (0.037) | (0.037)

Obser- 6507 6507 6507 6503 6503 6503 2886 2861 2861
vations
R? 0.089 0.091 0.090 0.089 0.091 0.091 0.118 0.206 0.206

Note: Results from ordinary least squares (OLS) regressions with Huber-White heteroskedasticity-robust
standard errors in parentheses.
*p<0.1}p <0.05,*p < 0.01.

Rising rents negatively affect respondents’ views  rent changes also indirectly affect 2017 AfD vote
of refugees, both as an economic and as a cul- choice at least partially through heightened anti-
tural threat: a €150 rent increase is associated refugee attitudes.

with a drop of 0.123 and 0.104 on the 11-point

scales, respectively (p < 0.01). This suggests that
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Figure 3. Predictive margins with 95 % confidence intervals for interaction between changes in

monthly rent and income.

Models 2 and 5 interact rent changes with a mid-
dle- and high-income dummy (1). In line with
the welfare-chauvinist argument, low-income
respondents confronted with a rent increase

are particularly likely to perceive refugees as an
economic (coefficient of 1.039; p = 0.008) rather
than as a cultural threat (coefficient of 0.532;

p =0.202). Models 3 and 6 and Figure 3 explore
the conditional nature of this relationship: the
lower the respondent’s income, the stronger

the negative impact of rent increases on atti-
tudes. Yet, and consistent with results discussed
above, Models 7-9 suggest that rent changes
primarily affect PRR voting through a direct eco-
nomic rather than an indirect welfarechauvinist

Conclusion

Our study makes important contributions to

the literature on contemporary PRR support
and electoral choices. By uncovering a strong
link between rising rents and PRR vote at the
individual level in the German context, we add
to scholarship of the politics of housing mar-
kets (e.g. Abou-Chadi etal., 2021; Ansell etal.,
2022; Adler and Ansell 2020; Ansell 2014; Patana
2022; Scheve and Slaughter 2001). We also
contribute to research underscoring relative

mechanism. Even after controlling for respon-
dents’ refugee attitudes (Model 8), a €150 rent
increase is associated with a 1.1 percentage
point increase (p < 0.05) in AfD vote probability
(only slightly smaller than the corresponding
coefficient without these controls (Model 7)).°
Crucially, Model 8 underscores how rising rents,
unlike other economic variables (i. e. abso-

lute rent payments or overall income), affect
PRR support; rent change thus being the only
economic variable with a direct and statisti-
cally significant effect on AfD vote. This direct
effect is not conditional on respondents’ income
(Model 9).

economic conditions underpinning PRR voting
(Abou- Chadi and Kurer 2021; Adler and Ansell
2020; Gidron and Hall 2020; Kurer 2020). In so
doing, we call for systematic attention on the
wide-reaching implications of rising rents on
attitudes, political behavior, and party competi-
tion in future research.

10 Results robust to logistic regression, see Appendix.
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