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Restrictions on data exchange, CRISPR babies, delayed
communication in the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic,
influence peddling at German universities and several cases of
suspected espionage ... In addition to China's general actions on the
world stage, China's role as a research partner has also been in the
spotlight for some time now. Skepticism regarding the reliability of
Chinese partners, the instrumentalization of science (policy) and
the motives for cooperation in China coincide with reports on
China's spectacular achievements in various areas of research.
These developments have an impact on the respective disciplines
and community and help determine scientific progress worldwide.

In the WiWiKo-China workshop "Communicating differentiated
perspectives on China" on November 13, 2024, we dealt with this
complexity in the perception of China. We approached the
questions of where the origins of specific images of China lie and
what dynamics they take on in public and political discourse. What
role do the national and international media play in shaping China's
image? And which self-descriptions exist on the Chinese side
(maybe contrary to this)? What effects of this perception are noticed
in the Regio-China projects and how do they deal with them? Are
the projects themselves involved in shaping certain images of China
in their work; and should they be?

The following collection of literature, which was compiled in
connection with the workshop, is intended to provide an initial
approach to these questions. The focus is on the complex
perception of China in the German (and European) public and a
more substantiated classification of China's role in the "world
science" of the 21st century.
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SCIENTIFIC STUDIES

Bachulska, Alicja (2023): “Recent Polling Uncovers the Blind Spots in the European China
Debate,” China Observers in Central and Eastern Europe (CHOICE):
https://chinaobservers.eu/recent-polling-uncovers-the-blind-spots-in-the-
european-china-debate/

Bachulska, Alicja et al. (2024): “The idea of China: Chinese Thinkers on Power, Progress,
and People,” ECFR: https://ecfr.eu/publication/idea-of-china/

Godehardt, Nadine (2024): “The Logic of Germany’s Policy in the Zeitenwende,” Stiftung
Wissenschaft und Politik und German Institute for International and Security Affairs, SWP
Research Paper: https://www.swp-
berlin.org/publications/products/research_papers/2024RP16_Germany_China_Po
licy.pdf

Johnson, Luke (2023): “What Europe Thinks ... About China,” Internationale Politik
Quaterly, Spring 2023 Issue: The China Challenge: https://ip-quarterly.com/en/what-

europe-thinks-about-china

Lai, Suetyi; Cai, Yidong (2021): “Mapping Perception of China in Central and Eastern
Europe,” Asia Europe Journal, Vol. 20, pp. 305-327:
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10308-021-00607-5

Schreiterer, Ulrich (2023): ,Zur Entwicklung der Forschungszusammenarbeit mit China“,
in Hu, Chunchun et al. ,Im Spannungsverhaltnis zwischen Selbst- und Fremdverstehen:
Globale Herausforderungen und deutsch-chinesische Beziehungen®, Springer:
https://link.springer.com/chapter/10.1007/978-3-658-40031~
6_9?fromPaywallRec=true

POLICY BRIEFS AND SURVEYS

Barkin, Noah (2021): “Rethinking German policy towards China: Prospects for change in the
post-Merkel era,” Chatham House Briefing:
https://www.chathamhouse.org/sites/default/files/2021-05/2021-05-26-
german-policy-towards-china-barkin.pdf

Ganter, Julia (2024): “The Price of Influence,” in “The Berlin Pulse 2023/24 - Of Paradigms
and Power Shifts” with Rottgen, Norbert et al. (2024), Korber Stiftung: https://koerber-
stiftung.de/site/assets/files/34825/the_berlin_pulse_20232024_1.pdf
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Oertel, Janka (2023): “The end of Germany’s China illusion,” ECFR Policy Brief:

https://ecfr.eu/article/the-end-of-germanys-china-illusion/

Puglierin, Jana; Zerka, Pawel (2023): “Keeping America close, Russia down, and China far
away: How Europeans navigate a competitive world,” ECFR Policy Brief:
https://ecfr.eu/wp-content/uploads/2023/06/Keeping-America-close-Russia-
down-and-China-far-away-How-Europeans-navigate-a-competitive-world-
published.pdf

Silver, Laura et al. (2022): “How Global Public Opinion of China Has Shifted in the Xi Era,”
PEW Research Center: https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2022/09/28/how-

global-public-opinion-of-china-has-shifted-in-the-xi-era/

Silver, Laura et al. (2023): “Views of China - China’s Approach to Foreign Policy Gets
Largely Negative Reviews in 24-Country Survey,” PEW Research Center:
https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2023/07/27/views-of-china/

Silver, Laura et al. (2023): “Comparing Views of the U.S. and China in 24 Countries,” PEW
Research Center: https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2023/11/06/comparing-
views-of-the-us-and-china-in-24-countries/

OTHER NEWS MESSAGES MENTIONED DURING THE WORKSHOP

Der Spiegel (27.10.2018) — ,Warum deutsche Schiiler und Studenten kein Chinesisch mehr
lernen®, Andreas Guder, zitiert in G. Blume

Der Spiegel (04.06.2024) - ,China meldet erfolgreichen Abflug vom Mond mit
Gesteinsproben®: https://www.spiegel.de/wissenschaft/weltall/mond-
chinesische-sonde-change-6-auf-dem-weg-zur-erde-mit-gesteinsproben-a-
98baa809-el4c-4b79-8aa9-966f88bd3224

Nature (AUG 9th 2023) - “How China is capturing attention with landmark research: From
ancient sea species to clues on comets, papers by the country’s talented scientists are
regularly making headlines” https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-02160-0

Nature (OCT 24th 2023) - “China’s Belt and Road Initiative is boosting science - the West
must engage, not withdraw”: https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-023-03299-6

Tagesschau (29.07.2023) - ,Stipendiaten aus China: Stark-Watzinger warnt vor Spionage:
https://www.tagesschau.de/inland/stark-watzinger-spionage-china-100.html

The Economist (JUN 15th 2024) - “The rise of Chinese science: Welcome or worrying?”:
https://www.economist.com/weeklyedition/2024-06-15

I (NOV 12 2024) - HEAE ZE - RULPERERSEMEL T B ? (,Wird Trumps
Wahlsieg zu einem drastischen Rickgang der technologischen Zusammenarbeit zwischen
China und den USA fihren?“): https://news.sohu.com/a/825956199_120582872

IS (25.10.2024): F 5 ASTHEE2024F 5 18#AR 8 “The Significance of China in Global
Science” (Bericht zur Science and Humanities Lecture 2024 in Beijing):
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/2-5y0Cp5I5Q05EC66mA5DQ
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g]m Erganzende Papiere finden Sie auf der WiWiKo-Wissensplattform

Weiterfuhrende Literatur finden Sie in unserer WiWiKo-Bibliothek
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