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WiWiKo-China-Kits 

China's image and its influence on 
science cooperation 
Restrictions on data exchange, CRISPR babies, delayed 
communication in the early days of the COVID-19 pandemic, 
influence peddling at German universities and several cases of 
suspected espionage ... In addition to China's general actions on the 
world stage, China's role as a research partner has also been in the 
spotlight for some time now. Skepticism regarding the reliability of 
Chinese partners, the instrumentalization of science (policy) and 
the motives for cooperation in China coincide with reports on 
China's spectacular achievements in various areas of research. 
These developments have an impact on the respective disciplines 
and community and help determine scientific progress worldwide.  
 
In the WiWiKo-China workshop "Communicating differentiated 
perspectives on China" on November 13, 2024, we dealt with this 
complexity in the perception of China. We approached the 
questions of where the origins of specific images of China lie and 
what dynamics they take on in public and political discourse. What 
role do the national and international media play in shaping China's 
image? And which self-descriptions exist on the Chinese side 
(maybe contrary to this)? What effects of this perception are noticed 
in the Regio-China projects and how do they deal with them? Are 
the projects themselves involved in shaping certain images of China 
in their work; and should they be?    
 
The following collection of literature, which was compiled in 
connection with the workshop, is intended to provide an initial 
approach to these questions. The focus is on the complex 
perception of China in the German (and European) public and a 
more substantiated classification of China's role in the "world 
science" of the 21st century. 
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