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WiWiKo-China-Kits 

Language skills in the context of 
China competence 

China's increasing global influence highlights the significance of 

learning Chinese as a key to authentic engagement with the 

country. At the same time, Chinese is a complex language to learn, 

especially its writing system. Technological developments in 

teaching mean that previous methods and learning objectives for 

language acquisition must be re-thought in a contemporary, 

realistic and practice-oriented way.  

The online workshop “Language skills in the context of Chinese 

competence: What do we need?”, jointly organized by WiWiKo-

China and ChiKoN on 25 March 2025, examined the current 

situation of Chinese language modules at universities and how well 

these elements are tailored to students’ and university staff needs 

and learning objectives. The workshop was based on the study 

conducted by Prof. Andreas Guder and Andrea Frenzel “Chinesisch 

nebenbei lernen? Ergebnisse der ChiKoN Chinesisch-

Sprachangebot-Studie zu Chinesischangeboten an Sprachen- und 

Chinazentren deutscher Hochschulen” (Learning Chinese on the side? 

Results from the ChiKon study on Chinese language teaching at China 

centers and German universities).  

This introductory list of relevant literature aims to complement the 

study and the workshop and contains further suggestions for the 
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development of a Chinese learning module for beginners while 

taking the specific features of this language into consideration.  
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