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WiWiKo-China-Kits 

The role of the Chinese Communist 
Party in the Chinese scientific 
landscape 
The Chinese Communist Party's claim to political and ideological 
control in the fields of science and technology has grown steadily in 
recent years. At the same time, the room for maneuver for Chinese 
scientists and universities has apparently become smaller. But how 
great is the Party's actual influence on science management and 
academic freedom in everyday practice? And what consequences 
does this have for international cooperation and collaboration with 
China as a research partner? Even though empirical studies on this 
topic are still very rare, the following collection of literature is 
intended to give you an impression of the tangible changes to date 
and the current significance of the role of the CCP in university 
structures in China.     
 
The collection was compiled in connection with the WiWiKo 
workshop “The role of the CCP in the Chinese scientific landscape” 
on June 7, 2024. 
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Link and material collection  

SCIENTIFIC STUDIES 

Ahlers, Anna L. (2024): "The Communist Party's Steering of China's Science, Technology, 
and Innovation System: Aspirations and Reality," IGCC & MERICS: 
https://ucigcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Ahlers-CCP-04.01.24.pdf 
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Cai, Yuzhuo et al. (2024): "University managers or institutional leaders? An exploration of 
top-level leadership in Chinese universities," in Higher Education, Vol. 87: 
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10734-023-01031-x 

 
Kaiser, Alexandra (2024): "Einführung in die Wissenschaftsfreiheit in der Volksrepublik 
China: Institutionelle Autonomie und Lehr- und Forschungsfreiheit", FAU University Press: 
https://open.fau.de/server/api/core/bitstreams/ac10b778-de7b-4fef-a7f0-

898be931fcdc/content  

 

Zhao, Dingxin (2001): "The Power of Tiananmen: State-Society Relations and the 1989 
Beijing Student Movement," The University of Chicago Press: 
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/P/bo3641295.html  

LINKS TO RELEVANT CHINESE LAWS AND DECREES 

Patriotism Education Law of the People's Republic of China (中华人民共和国爱国主义教育

法) dated October 24, 2023: 

https://www.gov.cn/yaowen/liebiao/202310/content_6911481.html 

Communication on the publication of the Ten Guidelines for the Professional Conduct of 
University Teachers in the New Era, the Ten Guidelines for the Professional Behavior of 
Middle School and Elementary School Teachers in the New Era and the Ten Guidelines for 
the Professional Behavior of Kindergarten Teachers in the New Era (关于印发《新时代高

校教师职业行为十项准则》 《新时代中小学教师职业行为十项准则》《新时代幼儿园教师 职业

行为十项准则》的通知), Ministry of Education, 8. November 2018: 

http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A10/s7002/201811/t20181115_354921.html 

See also: Ten Guidelines for the Professional Conduct of University Teachers in the New 
Era: 
https://www.cuhk.edu.cn/sites/webmaster.prod1.dpsite04.cuhk.edu.cn/files/i

nline-files/高校教师行为10项准则_0.pdf 

Notice of Publication of the Code of Professional Ethics for University Teachers (高等学校

教师职业道德规范), Ministry of Education and National Committee of China Education, 

Science, Culture, Health and Sports Union, December 23, 2011: 
http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A04/s7051/201112/t20111223_180798.html 

See also: Communication on the introduction of education on the subject of professional 
ethics of teachers in education (关于在教育系统开展师德 专题教育的通知), Ministry of 

Education, April 29, 2021: 
http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A10/s7002/202105/t20210510_530466.html 

Regulations for the Work of the Basic Organizations of the Communist Party of China at 
Colleges and Universities (中国共产党普通高等学校基层组织工作条例) (Rev. 2021): 

https://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2021-04/22/content_5601428.htm 

 

 

https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10734-023-01031-x
https://open.fau.de/server/api/core/bitstreams/ac10b778-de7b-4fef-a7f0-898be931fcdc/content
https://open.fau.de/server/api/core/bitstreams/ac10b778-de7b-4fef-a7f0-898be931fcdc/content
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/P/bo3641295.html
https://www.gov.cn/yaowen/liebiao/202310/content_6911481.html
https://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2021-04/22/content_5601428.htm
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MEDIA AND NEWS 

Radio Free Asia (January 18, 2024): "China's ruling party takes direct control of country's 
universities": https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/china-universities-
01182024160231.html 

Explanatory films on the dual administrative structure at Chinese universities (FAU TV): 
https://www.fau.tv/course/id/3881 

OTHER NEWS MESSAGES MENTIONED DURING THE WORKSHOP 

Reports on the case of Prof. Zhao Dingxin (Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences, Zhejiang 
University, Hangzhou, China):  

The Paper - News about Prof. Zhao's dismissal: 
https://m.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_26637331 

Weixin - Interview with Prof. Zhao after his dismissal: 
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/aJ4kJwoEVikJRgGdCQ-XnQ 
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