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The role of the Chinese Communist
Party in the Chinese scientific
landscape

The Chinese Communist Party's claim to political and ideological
control in the fields of science and technology has grown steadily in
recent years. At the same time, the room for maneuver for Chinese
scientists and universities has apparently become smaller. But how
great is the Party's actual influence on science management and
academic freedom in everyday practice? And what consequences
does this have for international cooperation and collaboration with
China as a research partner? Even though empirical studies on this
topic are still very rare, the following collection of literature is
intended to give you an impression of the tangible changes to date
and the current significance of the role of the CCP in university
structures in China.

The collection was compiled in connection with the WiWiKo
workshop “The role of the CCP in the Chinese scientific landscape”
on June 7, 2024.
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Link and material collection

SCIENTIFIC STUDIES

Ahlers, Anna L. (2024): "The Communist Party's Steering of China's Science, Technology,
and Innovation System: Aspirations and Reality," IGCC & MERICS:
https://ucigcc.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/Ahlers-CCP-04.01.24.pdf
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Cai, Yuzhuo et al. (2024): "University managers or institutional leaders? An exploration of
top-level leadership in Chinese universities," in Higher Education, Vol. 87:
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10734-023-01031-x

Kaiser, Alexandra (2024): "Einfiihrung in die Wissenschaftsfreiheit in der Volksrepublik
China: Institutionelle Autonomie und Lehr- und Forschungsfreiheit", FAU University Press:
https://open.fau.de/server/api/core/bitstreams/acl0Ob778-de7b-4fef-a7fo-
898be931fcdc/content

Zhao, Dingxin (2001): "The Power of Tiananmen: State-Society Relations and the 1989
Beijing Student Movement," The University of Chicago Press:
https://press.uchicago.edu/ucp/books/book/chicago/P/bo3641295.html

LINKS TO RELEVANT CHINESE LAWS AND DECREES

Patriotism Education Law of the People's Republic of China (hE A\REHXMEZEENHE
;%) dated October 24, 2023:
https://www.gov.cn/yaowen/liebiao/202310/content_6911481.html

Communication on the publication of the Ten Guidelines for the Professional Conduct of
University Teachers in the New Era, the Ten Guidelines for the Professional Behavior of
Middle School and Elementary School Teachers in the New Era and the Ten Guidelines for
the Professional Behavior of Kindergarten Teachers in the New Era (X FE1% (FhidS
REUTEAWATATBUEMNY  (FRRCH/NZZUMRWATA+TUENY (FRES4 ) LEZm BRl
TRTUENY AYEEN), Ministry of Education, 8. November 2018:
http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A10/s7002/201811/t20181115_354921.html

See also: Ten Guidelines for the Professional Conduct of University Teachers in the New
Era:

https://www.cuhk.edu.cn/sites/webmaster.prodl.dpsited4.cuhk.edu.cn/files/i
nline-files/EREIMTALI0TVEN_0. pdf

Notice of Publication of the Code of Professional Ethics for University Teachers (5% %1%
ZUMBRW B EHSE), Ministry of Education and National Committee of China Education,

Science, Culture, Health and Sports Union, December 23, 2011:
http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A04/s7051/201112/t260111223_180798.html

See also: Communication on the introduction of education on the subject of professional
ethics of teachers in education (R FEZBFRAEFREINE TEHERFELN) , Ministry of
Education, April 29, 2021:
http://www.moe.gov.cn/srcsite/A10/s7002/202105/t20210510_530466.html

Regulations for the Work of the Basic Organizations of the Communist Party of China at
Colleges and Universities (FEIX =R EBSEZREBHA T EEH) (Rev. 2021):
https://www.gov.cn/zhengce/2021-04/22/content_5601428.htm
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MEDIA AND NEWS

Radio Free Asia (January 18, 2024): "China's ruling party takes direct control of country's
universities": https://www.rfa.org/english/news/china/china-universities-
01182024160231.html

Explanatory films on the dual administrative structure at Chinese universities (FAU TV):
https://www. fau.tv/course/id/3881

OTHER NEWS MESSAGES MENTIONED DURING THE WORKSHOP

Reports on the case of Prof. Zhao Dingxin (Dean of the Faculty of Social Sciences, Zhejiang
University, Hangzhou, China):

The Paper - News about Prof. Zhao's dismissal:
https://m.thepaper.cn/newsDetail_forward_26637331

Weixin - Interview with Prof. Zhao after his dismissal:
https://mp.weixin.qq.com/s/aJ4kIwoEVikIRgGACQ-XnQ


%22:%20https:/www.rfa.org/english/news/china/china-universities-01182024160231.html
%22:%20https:/www.rfa.org/english/news/china/china-universities-01182024160231.html
https://www.fau.tv/course/id/3881

WiWiKo-China-Kits . The role of the Chinese Communist Party in the Chinese scientific landscape 10/2024

D:]R Erganzende Papiere finden Sie auf der WiWiKo-Wissensplattform

Weiterfuhrende Literatur finden Sie in unserer WiWiKo-Bibliothek

Impressum

PUBLISHER
Wissen fiir Wissenschaftskooperationen: Forschungsbasierte und handlungsleitende
China-Kompetenz fiir deutsche Wissenschaftsorganisationen (WiWiKo-China)

WiWiKo-China is a joint project:

Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst e.V.
German Academic Exchange Service
Kennedyallee 50, Germany - 53175 Bonn
www.daad.de

and

Max Planck Institute for the History of Science

Lise Meitner Research Group ,China in the Global System of Science”
Boltzmannstrafe 22, Germany - 14195 Berlin
https://www.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/

DESIGN
Kreativagentur Atelier Hauer + Dorfler GmbH

With funding from the:
% Federal Ministry The project and the publication were funded by grants from
g:]gesfaacrgh’ Technology the Federal Ministry of Research, Technology and Space.


https://www.daad.de/de/infos-services-fuer-hochschulen/wi-wi-ko-china/wissensplattform/
https://www.zotero.org/groups/5477526/wiwiko-china/library
https://www.mpiwg-berlin.mpg.de/

