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Current trends in academic cooperation

Albania joined the Bologna Process in 2003 and is also an
associated member of the 'Horizon Europe' research and
innovation programme. Furthermore, Albania has access
to elements of the Erasmus+ programme and aspires to
become a full member at a later date. Since 2014,
Albania has had a National Erasmus+ Office (NEO). The
office is responsible for the publication of successful
applications from Albanian higher education institutions
under the 'Erasmus+ Capacity Building in Higher
Education (CBHE)' programme. Since 2024, Albanian
higher education institutions have been well represented
in the programme, acting as coordinating institutions
from the 2026 selection rounds onwards.

In February 2025, the Ministry of Education presented a
new strategy paper outlining plans for higher education
up to the year 2030. Among other things, higher
education institutions were to be given more autonomy
so they could set up new courses with greater
responsibility. Furthermore, universities are to be
encouraged to open new locations and expand
cooperation with the best European universities to
strengthen their internationalisation. In order to better
prepare students for the future labour market, Albanian
higher education institutions are set to invest more in
technology and artificial intelligence.

According to the United Nations Educational, Social and
Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the primary destination
countries for Albanian students are Italy, Germany and
Greece. The majority of students who choose to pursue
their academic studies in Albania hail from neighbouring
countries, namely Kosovo and North Macedonia.

According to DESTATIS, the number of students from
Albania in Germany during the 2024/25 winter semester
was 2,987 (2023/24 winter semester: 3,109). In February
2026, there were 49 university partnerships with German
partner institutions (according to the HRK University
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145 funding recipients from Albania (2024)
45 funding recipients from Germany (2024)

DAAD- Lecturer: University of Tirana

Compass, 2025: 38), the majority of which are based on
Erasmus agreements for student exchange.

DAAD Activities

Since 1992, the DAAD has maintained a permanent
representative office at the University of Tirana.

The DAAD provides support to students and early-career
researchers, in addition to facilitating partnerships with
and from Albania, through a variety of programmes. In
2024, the largest group of beneficiaries were
undergraduate students, with the majority of funding
allocated for short-term visits of up to six months.

The 'Higher Education Dialogue with the Western Balkan
programme, which is funded by the Federal Foreign
Office, had three ongoing projects in February 2026 (by
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comparison: 2025: four; 2024: two) and, alongside the
long-standing "Eastern European Academic
Partnerships" programme—which is also funded by the
Federal Foreign Office—which had three ongoing
partnerships in 2026, is the most widely used funding

Albanian higher education institutions. The most
significant cooperative funding programmes for Albania
are financed by the European Union, with Albanian
higher education institutions participating in these
programmes in a substantial manner.

programme for cooperation between German and

Selected funding programmes
by number of DAAD funding recipients 2024
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Distribution of DAAD funding recipients 2024 (including EU mobility programmes)
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Subject distribution of DAAD funding recipients 2024 (including EU mobility programmes)

Funding
recipients

Funding
recipients
from Albania

from Germany

W Languages, cultural studies and humanities
M Law, economics and social sciences

W Mathematics and natural sciences

m Medicine

W Veterinary medicine; agriculture, forestry and food sciences; ecology

W Engineering
W Art, music and sports science
M Interdisciplinary/not assigned
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