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German-Mexican University Collaboration to
Promote Academic Exchange between Forensic Doctors
in Mexico and Germany — CoCiMex
Virtual meeting, 9-11 February 2021

On behalf of the German Foreign Office (AA), the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir inter-
nationale Zusammenarbeit GmbH (GIZ) is implementing the project “Strengthening
the Rule of Law in Mexico”. In Mexico, more than 70,000 people are considered
officially disappeared. At the same time, there are thousands of as yet unopened
graves and over 37,000 unknown dead. The aim is to provide relatives with certainty
by identifying more of the unknown deceased, thereby contributing to social peace
in Mexico and strengthening trust in the Mexican constitutional state.

In this context, the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) is funding the pro-
gramme “German—Mexican University Collaboration to Promote Academic Exchange
between Forensic Doctors in Mexico and Germany — CoCiMex”. Over a period of
13 months, the DAAD-GIZ cooperation will establish a German-Mexican research
collaboration in the field of forensic identification, thus improving the reputation of
forensic medicine in Mexico and creating the conditions for the application of the
results of the bilateral university cooperation in forensic medical institutes in Mexico.

>
o
W
—
X
>
M
—




German-Mexican University Collaboration to
Promote Academic Exchange between Forensic Doctors
in Mexico and Germany — CoCiMex
Virtual meeting, 9-11 February 2021

Tuesday, 9 February 2021 (16.00-18.45 GMT+1 | 9.00-11.45 GMT-6)
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GMT+1 GMT-6
Germany  Mexico

15.45 8.45 Login and short technical briefing
(1x 15 min)
16.00 9.00 Opening of the virtual matchmaking event and words of welcome

(3 x 5 min + 5 min moderation)

llona Daun
Project Manager
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), Germany

Dr Katharina Fleckenstein
Regional Office director for Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), Mexico

Marita Brommelmeier
Country Director Mexico
Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Mexico

Carlos Fierro
Facilitator, Ecuador

16.20 9.20 The rule of law and the importance of the project in cooperation
with Mexico followed by Q&A
(1 x 15 min + 10 min Q&A)

Mirko Schilbach
Deputy Head of Mission
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in Mexico City, Mexico

16.45 9.45 Short break
(1 x 10 min)
16.55 9.55 Overview on the project followed by Q&A

(1 x 20 min + 10 min Q&A)

Maximilian Murck
Head of the Project “Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico”
Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Mexico

Jimena Fuentes

Senior Technical Advisor

Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico Programme

Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Mexico




17.25 10.25 “Interaction between forensic experts” followed by Q&A
(1 x 20 min + 10 min Q&A)

Dr Christoph G. Birngruber
Department of Legal Medicine, University Hospital Frankfurt
Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Prof Nallely Elizabeth Ramirez Corona
Medical Expert

Instituto Jaliscience de Ciencias Forenses
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG), Mexico
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17.55 10.55 Short break
(1 x 10 min)

18.05 11.05 Funding conditions and monitoring followed by Q&A
(1 x 15 min + 10 min Q&A)

llona Daun and Anja Munzig
Project Managers
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), Germany

18.30 11.30 Closure for the day and preview of the next day
(1 x 15 min)

Carlos Fierro
Facilitator, Ecuador

18.45 11.45 End of day 1

Wednesday, 10 February 2021 (15.30-19.00 GMT+1 | 8.30-12.00 GMT-6)

GMT+1 GMT-6
Germany  Mexico

15.15 8.15 Login
(1 x 10 min)

15.30 8.30 Short introduction to day 2
(1 x 5 min)

Carlos Fierro
Facilitator, Ecuador

15.35 8.35 Project presentations and brief Q&A — part 1
(5 x 10 min presentation + 5 x 5 min Q&A)

15.35 8.35 Bone find database

Maximilian Borja Hagen

Doctor

Institute of Legal Medicine, University Hospital Miinster
Westfalische Wilhelms-Universitat Miinster, Germany




15.50 8.50 Medical specialism of legal medicine

Prof Dr Ramon Bonilla Virgen

Coordinator of Medical Speciality in Legal Medicine
University Center for Health Sciences (CUCS)
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG), Mexico

Prof Dr Gabriela Guadalupe Carrillo Nufiez
Chief of the Department of Morphology
University Center for Health Sciences (CUCS)
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG), Mexico
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16.05 9.05 Virtual anthropology and human identification:
3D imaging techniques applied to forensic anthropology

Dr Mirsha Emmanuel Quinto-Sanchez

Associate Professor

Forensic Science Institute, Faculty of Medicine

National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), Mexico

16.20 9.20 Unification of strategies for the identification of unidentified human corpses
in the state of Oaxaca, Mexico

Dr Alicia Fonseca Mufoz
Professor
Universidad Autonoma Benito Juarez de Oaxaca (UABJO), Mexico

16.35 9.35 Holistic approach towards a safer society — Identification of unknown deceased
and supportive academic exchange in forensic sciences in Mexico

Dr Antonia Dorothea Elisabeth Fitzek

Resident Medical Doctor

Institute of Legal Medicine

University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf, Germany

16.35 9.35 Short break
(1 x 15 min)
16.50 9.50 Project presentations and brief Q&A — part 2

(4 x 10 min presentation + 4 x 5 min Q&A)

16.50 9.50 Master’s degree in Forensic Genetics and Human Identification

Dr Andres Lopez-Quintero
Associate Professor
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG), Mexico

17.05 10.05 Methodological transdisciplinarity for the forensic investigation of missing persons

Dr Eliseo Lazaro Ruiz
Senior Researcher
Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Penales (INACIPE), Mexico




17.20 10.20 Human identification and certification of the cause of death

Dr Citlalli Ixchel Trevino Gomez
Forensic Medical Expert
Fiscalia General del Estado de Coahuila de Zaragoza (FGE), Mexico

17.35 10.35 Implementation of clinical forensic medicine and forensic histopathology
in medical education and daily forensic routine

Theresa Erika Nicole Ohlwarther

Physician

Institute of Legal Medicine
Justus-Liebig-Universitat Giessen, Germany

-
=0
O
)
=0
>
<
<
M

17.35 10.35 Short break
(1 x 15 min)

17.50 10.50 Project presentations and brief Q&A — part 3
(4 x 10 min presentation + 4 x 5 min Q&A)

17.50 10.50 Multi-disciplinary involvement in human identification

Prof Nallely Elizabeth Ramirez Corona
Medical Expert

Instituto Jaliscience de Ciencias Forenses
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG), Mexico

18.05 11.05 Increase awareness of the importance of documenting and linking AM data
of missing persons and PM data of unknown decedents - in education, research,
routine, and all institutions involved

Dr Christoph Gerhard Birngruber

Senior Forensic Pathologist

Institute of Legal Medicine Frankfurt, University Hospital Frankfurt
Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Dr Franziska Holz

Physician

Institute of Legal Medicine Frankfurt

University Hospital Frankfurt

Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt am Main, Germany

18.20 11.20 Application of virtual anthropology methods for human identification
in forensic contexts

Dr Lumila Paula Menéndez

Principal Investigator

Department Anthropology of the Americas

Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat Bonn, Germany

18.35 11.35 Identification of unknown corpses that enter INCIFO by applying forensic disciplines
such as medicine, anthropology, dentistry, photography, and fingerprint analysis

Prof Carlos Enrique Diaz Otafiez
Head of Research and Education
Institute of Forensic Sciences (INCIFO), Mexico
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18.35 11.35 Closure for the day and preview of the next day
(1 x 25 min)
Carlos Fierro
Facilitator, Ecuador

19.00 12.00 End of day 2

Thursday, 11 February 2021 (15.30-19.00 GMT+1 | 8.30-12.00 GMT-6)

GMT+1
Germany

GMT-6
Mexico

15.15

8.15 Login
(1 x 15 min)

15.30

8.30 Introduction to day 3
(1 x 10 min)

Carlos Fierro
Facilitator, Ecuador

15.40

8.40 Parallel breakout sessions — part 1
(4 x 40 min)

Group 1 Uni Minster | Uni Bonn | UNAM

Group4 | Uni Giessen ~ FGE | INCIFO | UdG (Ramire2)

16.20

9.20 Short break
(1 x5 min)

16.25

9.25 Parallel breakout sessions — part 2
(4 x 40 min)

Group 1 Uni Hamburg ~ UNAM

Group 4 Uni Minster FGE | INCIFO | UdG (Ramirez)

17.05

10.05 Short break
(1 x5 min)




17.10

10.10

Parallel breakout sessions — part 3
(4 x 40 min)

Group 1 Uni Frankfurt ~ UNAM

Group 4 Uni Hamburg FGE | INCIFO | UdG (Ramirez)

17.50

10.50

Short break
(1 x 5 min)

17.55

10.55

Parallel breakout sessions — part 4
(4 x 40 min)

Group 1 Uni Giessen ~ UNAM

Group 4 Uni Frankfurt | Uni Bonn FGE | INCIFO | UdG (Ramirez)

18.35

11.35

Short break
(1 x 5 min)

18.40

11.40

Wrap up and next steps followed by Q&A
(1 x 20 min)

llona Daun and Anja Munzig
Project Managers
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), Germany

Dr Katharina Fleckenstein
Regional Office director for Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), Mexico

Maximilian Murck
Head of the Project “Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico”
Deutsche Gesellschaft flir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Mexico

Carlos Fierro
Facilitator, Ecuador

19.00

12.00

End of day 3
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German-Mexican University Collaboration to Promote Academic
Exchange Between Forensic Doctors in Mexico and Germany —
CoCiMex
Virtual matchmaking meeting — WebEx, 9—11 February 2021

SYSTEMATIZATION REPORT
By Carlos Fierro, Facilitator
As per: 19/02/2021

List of abbreviations:

CoCiMex German-Mexican University Collaboration to Promote Academic Exchange Between Forensic
Doctors in Mexico and Germany

COVID-19 The SARS-CoV-2 (2019) coronavirus pandemic
DAAD German Academic Exchange Service (Deutscher Akademischer Austauschdienst)
Glz Deutsche Gesellschaft fir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (a leading German agency for inter-

national cooperation)

1. PREPARATIONS FOR MATCHMAKING WORKSHOP
1.1. Background

On behalf of the German Foreign Office (AA), the Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit GmbH
(GIZ) is implementing the project “Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico”. In this context, the German Aca-
demic Exchange Service (DAAD) is funding the program “German-Mexican University Collaboration to Promote
Academic Exchange Between Forensic Doctors in Mexico and Germany — CoCiMex". Over a period of 13 months,
the DAAD-GIZ cooperation will establish a collaborative research project between these two countries in the field
of forensic identification. The main aims of the project are to improve the reputation of forensic medicine in Mexico
and establish conditions under which the results of the bilateral university cooperation can be applied at Mexico's
forensic medical institutes.

Among the initial activities of the project, the DAAD was responsible for organizing a matchmaking event where
interested parties could come together and share their ideas. These parties included universities and other institu-
tions from Mexico and Germany that had project proposals with the potential to receive funding.

This report summarizes the development and results of the matchmaking event.
1.2. Objective

The purpose of the CoCiMex matchmaking event was to provide a networking platform on which researchers from
universities and forensic experts in both Germany and Mexico could explore possible forms of cooperation in the
relevant thematic areas and projects. This included discussions of joint applications for the program call, which the
participants also had the chance to draft during the event.

1.3. Event methodology and preparation

As part of its organizational efforts, the DAAD prepared the terms of reference for the call for research projects,
published these terms on the DAAD webpage, and preselected a number of interested parties for the matchmaking
event. It was also responsible for preparing and uploading the matchmaking event website, the application form,
the registration platform, and the project briefs submitted by interested institutions, as well as for handling event
logistics. Finally, the DAAD was in charge of the matchmaking matrix, including the timeslots and potential coop-
eration partnerships.



Due to the travel- and health-related limitations related to COVID-19, the event was carried out in a virtual format,
with participants connecting from Germany and Mexico via the web platform Zoom.

The logistics and technical management of the event were arranged in collaboration with the Berlin-based event
agency MICHEL International Relations & Services. Professional simultaneous interpretation in English and Spanish
was available during the workshop.

1.4. Participants

Atotal of 47 university and institutional experts participated in the event (Annex 1). Overall, it drew 65 participants
on day one, 43 on day two, and 55 on day three, including the representatives of collaborating institutions and
organizers.

1.5. Agenda
This section summarizes the agendas of each working day (for the full agenda, please see Annex 2).

Tuesday, 9 February
o Welcome addresses
e Speeches on the general framework and purposes of the “Rule of Law" project and the
cooperation as a whole
Overview of the project and the interaction between forensic experts
e Funding conditions and procedures

Wednesday, 10 February
e Project presentations and ideas from the participating institutions

Thursday, 11 February
e Matchmaking sessions in groups
e Discussion of the steps ahead
e Conclusion

2. BACKGROUND: THE MATCHMAKING WORKSHOP IN THE CONTEXT OF THE “RULE OF LAW" PROJECT

Day 1 | Tuesday, 9 February
2.1. Opening of matchmaking event and welcome addresses

The workshop began with some introductory remarks from the facilitator. After that, welcome addresses were given
by llona Daun, project manager at the DAAD; Dr. Katharina Fleckenstein, the DAAD's regional office director for
Mexico, Central America, and the Caribbean; and Marita Brommelmeier, country director for Mexico at GIZ.

In particular, the three speakers highlighted how the “Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico” project is working
to improve the reputation of forensic medicine in the country through German-Mexican collaboration at the insti-
tutional level. llona Daun described how this was to be supported by the workshop's overview of the project and
its call for proposals. The participants would also be able to learn more about the German and Mexican institutions
present and determine which they might be interested in collaborating with on an application submission.

In her address, Dr. Fleckenstein underscored the common theme uniting all those in attendance: the fundamental
need to identify more than 37,000 deceased individuals in Mexico, along with all the courage, precision, dedica-
tion, and expertise this effort will require. In working together and sharing their knowledge on this specific topic,
the experts from the two countries would not only be contributing to their own fields of expertise, but strengthen-
ing the overall scientific relations between Germany and Mexico, as well. These ties are already quite strong, how-
ever, with more than 450 cooperation agreements now in place between German and Mexican universities. More
than 3,000 Mexican students are currently studying in Germany, and recent months have seen a very significant
increase in the number of students and scholars interested in Germany.

Finally, Marita Brommelmeier began by recognizing the commitment of the Mexican government and the German
Federal Foreign Office to providing technical assistance to Mexican institutions in their ongoing effort to confront
the crisis of forced disappearance and human identification. She then cited the pragmatic and tactical solutions
GIZ has already managed to come up with in support of identification over the past several years of the “Rule of

=0
an
O
@)
=0
_|




l_
o
O
o
Ll
o

Law” project. Brommelmeier also stressed the overall objective of this forensic endeavor, which is to provide cer-
tainty and closure to thousands of families and victims in Mexico and thereby contribute to social pacification. She
concluded with some remarks on the importance of the rule of law, human rights, and the cooperation of various
stakeholders in the public and private sectors when it comes to making progress on sustainable development.

The first day of the event then continued with presentations on the current situation in Mexico, each of which was
followed by a brief Q&A session.

2.2. Presentation: “The Rule of Law and the Importance of the Project in Cooperation with Mexico”

Mirko Schilbach
Deputy Head of Mission
Embassy of the Federal Republic of Germany in Mexico City, Mexico

In his presentation, Mirko Schilbach started with an overview of the political framework in which the “Rule of Law”
project is being conducted and the nature of the activities involved.

Normally, projects with long-term funding such as this are seen more often in a developmental context. This
project, however, is not a traditional development project. It is being funded by Germany's Federal Foreign Office
rather than by the Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development because the German government
sees it as part of its political engagement and partnership with Mexico. In Berlin, the project is being managed by
officials at the Directorate-General for Humanitarian Assistance, Crisis Prevention Stabilisation, and Post-Conflict
Reconstruction.

Unfortunately, the forensic crisis in Mexico is indeed of a magnitude that can be compared to a post-conflict situa-
tion. The grief and sorrow of the family members of those who have disappeared is an everyday aspect of Mexican
life, and it is a political burden that the government of President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador is determined to
tackle and resolve. Germany is ready to provide support wherever it is needed and welcome, and Schilbach de-
scribed this as where the three-day matchmaking event would come in.

In the past two years alone, more than 24,000 people have been reported missing and remain so to this day. Statis-
tically, this means that every month, 1,000 people disappear without a trace in Mexico. As tragic as it is, it must be
assumed that the vast majority of these people have died. At the same time, the morgues in many Mexican federal
states are full of unidentified human remains, while hundreds of colectivos — local search committees made up of
mothers, fathers, sisters, and brothers of the disappeared — continue searching for their loved ones. Clearly, there
is a gap between that which Mexican families rightfully expect of their government and the ability of the Mexican
state to deliver.

This gap is what the German government is trying to help fill. In Schilbach’s view, the current political context offers
a unique window of opportunity. The government of President Lopez Obrador has come to power with a promise to
transform the country, especially with regard to the human rights situation. The crime of enforced disappearances
was high on the government’s agenda from its very first day. For example, President Lopez Obrador created a truth
commission to follow up on the most well-known unresolved case (involving the disappearance of 43 students from
Ayotzinapa Rural Teachers’ College), and he has also strengthened the national search system. In addition, an ex-
traordinary mechanism for forensic identification is currently being created that will establish a federal framework
for enhancing cooperation between the authorities at the state and federal levels.

Meanwhile, the “Rule of Law” project made a substantial contribution in mediating among the different actors
involved in the creation of this mechanism. The aim of the project is not only to help shape policy, however; it
also offers a very pragmatic, hands-on approach. Schilbach cited this as the reason why the new component of
academic exchange is so useful and important: Ideally, the expertise of those who participate will directly support
decision making in the political realm.

Schilbach then introduced the two German forensic doctors working within the framework of the project, Dr. Chris-
toph Birngruber and Dr. Franziska Holz, who came to Mexico in 2019 to work at the Jalisco Institute of Forensic
Sciences in Guadalajara. Jalisco is one of the states in Mexico with high numbers of missing persons. Unfortunately,
many of them end up at the forensic institute and stay there for far too long. Dr. Birngruber and Dr. Holz have
worked hand in hand with Mexican forensic doctors, sharing their knowledge and helping to implement new
methods of identifying the deceased. This direct and practical exchange has become difficult under the current
conditions of the pandemic, of course, but there is hope that the situation will improve sometime soon and make
travel and work experiences abroad possible again.

Ultimately, what the German government hopes to help achieve in Mexico is a sustainable increase in forensic



capacity. The staggering numbers being dealt with in this project are not declining — quite the opposite, in fact,
and the country's suffering grows more acute with each additional unidentified body that is brought to a morgue.
Schilbach described having spoken with the parents and siblings of the disappeared who want nothing more than
to get their loved ones back, dead or alive. They want certainty. They want a place to mourn. They want to find
peace. And this is by no means just an issue of certain social groups. The victims have disappeared overnight from
normal lives, and from all walks of life.

The aim of the “Rule of Law" project is to help reinstate confidence in Mexican institutions and authorities, and
thereby contribute to social peace and healing. This lone endeavor being funded by the German Federal Foreign
Office and implemented by GIZ is only one part of the puzzle, of course, but it is an important one. Since it has
already been underway for several years, the project has gained the trust and recognition of those involved on the
Mexican side. Progress has been made as a result, but the goal is to achieve more. Here, Schilbach stated that the
German embassy is currently in talks with other embassies and international institutions to see where and how it
can support the Mexican state and significantly scale up its capacities. He went on to point out that while a political
framework is important, capable and experienced doctors that can fulfill the tasks at hand are even more essential.

Schilbach ended his speech by applauding Mexico's forensic doctors and related workers for their untiring profes-
sional work, and also for their courage. In his view, this new component of the project will help promote a fruitful
exchange between Mexico and Germany on the very important matter of forensic identification. This in turn will
hopefully result in many more Mexican families gaining certainty about the whereabouts of their disappeared loved
ones and the ability to start their lives again without constant worry.

Dr. Christoph Birngruber to Mirko Schilbach:

“We're really grateful for all the support you gave us during our mission in Jalisco. It was a very fruitful col-
laboration with both you and GlZ, and those of us at the institute just wanted to express our thanks. We were
flown out in a hurry at the beginning of the pandemic, which didn’t really give us the time to say goodbye and
thank you. It’s good to see you guys and to see that you're in good health. Thank you!”

2.3. Presentation: “Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico

Maximilian Murck

Head of the Project “Strengthening the Rule of Law

in Mexico”

Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Mexico Project: Strengthening the rule
of law in Mexico

Thomas Favennec et 3 e s

Executive Director

Lab-Co g|I ff:':i

Mecanismo Extraordinario de Identificacion Forense

(MEIF), Mexico

Jimena Fuentes

Senior Technical Advisor for “Strengthening

the Rule of Law in Mexico”

Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale

Zusammenarbeit (GIZ), Mexico

QUESTIONS ANSWERS

What are the four NGOs that are involved in the | There are many national NGOs involved in the pro-

project (according to your slide)? cess of supporting families in the technical and legal

aspects, but four in particular: SERAPAZ, Centro de
Colaboracion Civica (CCC), FUNDAR, and Escuela Na-
Dr. Franziska HOLZ) cional de Antropologia e Historia (ENAH). All of them
have participated in the dialogs.

(Dr. Christoph Gerhard BIRNGRUBER
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We have 40 forensic doctors specialized or accredited
in necropsy. We are interested in this collaboration, so
how can we undergo further preparation or training
in the framework of this project? Does it include the
Instituto of Ciencias Forenses de México?

(Prof. Carlos Enrique DIAZ OTANEZ)

Yes, there will be a collaboration agreement with the
MEIF (Mecanismo Extraordinario de Identificacion
Forense).

Who is in charge of providing the genetic typing and
the genetic references of the bodies at the moment?
Is somebody involved in developing a reference data-
base for missing people?

(Prof. Dr. Marielle VENNEMANN)

2.4. Presentation: “Experiences from the Past”

Dr. Christoph Gerhard Birngruber

Senior Forensic Pathologist

University Hospital Frankfurt

Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Dr. Franziska Holz

Physician

Institute of Legal Medicine Frankfurt / University Hos-
pital Frankfurt

Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt am Main, Germany

QUESTIONS

Unfortunately, there is no centralized database of DNA
in Mexico. The different states have different software
and databases, which makes comparison impossible.
If a person has disappeared in one state and been
found in another, identification is unlikely.

Therefore, we will try to use different methods like tat-
toos and other characteristics. If DNA can ultimately
be used to achieve 100% confirmation of an identifi-
cation, that's obviously a good thing. Families believe
only in DNA because they do not trust the institutions.

Tttt 1 e PO

Experiences from the past

PO Dr. Ohwistoph G, Bimgnobesr, D Frangisia Hole

Egraute o Legal Maodives
GoeThe Unsersiny Franifum am Man

ANSWERS

Why was Jalisco selected for the project?

(Prof. Carlos Enrique DIAZ OTANEZ)

Jalisco actually chose us. There were preexisting cont-
acts between 1JCF and GIZ, as well as with other cities,
but Jalisco was chosen for the cooperation. There are
cooperations with four states.

2.5. Presentation: “Interaction Between Forensic Experts — Germany-Mexico”

Prof. Nallely Elizabeth Ramirez Corona
Medical Expert

Instituto Jaliscience de Ciencias Forenses
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG), Mexico

QUESTIONS \

Interaction between forensic
experts

GaErmany - Mexka

ANSWERS

None



2.6. Presentation: “Funding Conditions and Monitoring”

llona Daun and Anja Munzig
Project Managers
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD), Germany

QUESTIONS

Cooperacién Universitaria Alemana-
Mexicana para la Promocién del
Intercambio Académico entre Médicos
Forenses en México y Alemania 2021-
2022 - CoCiMex

Matchmaking Event
9a 11 de febrero 2021, Zoom
DAAD e OiZ sy $CoCiMex
ANSWERS

We are developing a master’s degree program that is
under evaluation, and | am not sure if we can fulfill
objective number three under these conditions.

(Dr. Andres LOPEZ-QUINTERO)

We recommend that you find another German or Me-
xican university that can help you fulfill that objective.
If your university is unable to do so, your German part-
ner university could probably do it.

How long can exchanges of Mexican and German ex-
perts last? How many members of a team can travel?

(Dr. Alicia FONSECA MUNOZ)

How can we look for a German institution for the pro-
ject? We do not have a German partner at the mo-
ment.

(Prof. Carlos Enrique DIAZ OTANEZ)

There are no limitations on length of stay or team
members; it depends on the project in question.

Helping you all find partners is exactly what this
matchmaking event is meant to achieve.

Will the funding be for only one project between
Mexico and Germany? And will it have to be divided
between the Mexican university and the German uni-
versity?

(Prof. Dr. Benjamin ONDRUSCHKA)

The amount of funding is intended to cover three pro-
jects in total; it could be one German and two Mexican
universities, or vice-versa. The German universities are
responsible for managing the money and transferring
it to their Mexican partners. The costs of equipment,
travel, and so on can also be managed by the Mexican
universities.

Are there companies or other enterprises collaborating
in this project?

(Prof. Carlos Enrique DIAZ OTANEZ)

No. Companies may collaborate in the project, but
they cannot be funded by the project.

Are there any restrictions or rules regarding travel
because of the pandemic?

(Dr. Andres LOPEZ-QUINTERO)

There are some specific rules, and the DAAD is not
allowed to travel right now, but the universities should
ask their country’s Foreign Minister about such res-
trictions. The universities should plan trips carefully to
avoid cancellations until the pandemic situation beco-
mes clearer. It may be easier to travel later in the year,
probably by the end of the summer.

Who is included in “other personnel”?

(Dr. Antonia Dorothea Elisabeth FITZEK)

The personnel needed for the project. The main person
in the project can be funded with an amount corres-
ponding to 50% of a comparable salary in Germany.
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Will the German or the Mexican universities decide | The matchmaking workshop is meant to enable you
who they will work with at the end of the project? In | to get to know the other participants, decide which
the case of two local universities, does it matter if the | institution would be your ideal partner, and start de-
institutions are from different states? veloping ideas together.

(Dr. Alicia FONSECA MUNOZ) Yes, internal travel is allowed.
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Day 2 | Wednesday, 10 February
3. PRESENTATION OF PROJECT IDEAS
After a brief summary of the previous day, the session continued with a short keynote by llona Daun on the activi-

ties to be held during the second day. In particular, she reminded the participants to have all their questions ready
for the matchmaking session. She also noted, however, that there would be further opportunities to communicate

with one another.

3.1. Presentations of project ideas and potential collaboration

All the participating institutions presented their project ideas in three blocks of consecutive presentations, some of

which were followed by questions and answers.

PRESENTATION 1

BONE FIND DATABASE

Institute of Legal Medicine
University Hospital Minster, Germany

Maximilian Borja HAGEN
Prof. Dr. Marielle VENNEMANN

QUESTIONS

[ S

BONE FIND DATABASE

Maimiian Hagen, Prof. De Marielie Vemsemann
Iraitte of Ligalbadicine Urvwimsty Faspdsl Wisste, Gemrary

ANSWERS

Has the protocol we already talked about been imple-
mented? Is the database already developed, or are you
working on its implementation?

(Dr. Franziska HOLZ
Dr. Christoph Gerhard BIRNGRUBER)

The algorithm we use is the one we are using in our
institute. It sometimes has to be adapted depending
on the type of bones we are using — which are mainly
femurs — but sometimes we only have skulls and so
on. The database is not yet implemented, but some
companies working on archaeological databases sim-
ilar to this have said that it would be easy to adapt.



PRESENTATION 2

MEDICAL SPECIALISM OF LEGAL MEDICINE

University Center for Health Sciences (CUCS)
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG), Mexico

Prof. Dr. Ramon BONILLA VIRGEN
Prof. Dr. Gabriela Guadalupe CARRILLO NUNEZ

QUESTIONS

LBERSIDAD DE GLMDALALARA
CIENTHCH LINPEFCRITARICD (D CIEMNCIAE DE LA
EALLITH
Dol i Dincciplrue Busicin: para b Sabucd
“, Crepartarmenic de biorioga
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Medical specialism

DAAD of Legal Medicine

#caCiMex

Vs, 10, 2001

ANSWERS

What are the most common injuries you see at your
institution (stabbings, shootings, etc.)?

(Dr. Franziska HOLZ
Dr. Christoph Gerhard BIRNGRUBER)

PRESENTATION 3

VIRTUAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND HUMAN
IDENTIFICATION: 3D IMAGING TECHNIQUES
APPLIED TO FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY

Forensic Science Institute
National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM),
Mexico

Dr. Mirsha Emmanuel QUINTO-SANCHEZ
Dr. Maria Elena BRAVO-GOMEZ
Dr. Zoraida GARCIA CASTILLO

QUESTIONS

There used to be car accidents, stabbings and shoot-
ings, but the latter are the most common nowadays
— especially high-caliber gunshot wounds, which ac-
count for up to 80% of such injuries.

——— |
e FCoCIMex
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Virtual anthropology and human identification:
3D imaging techniques applied to forensic

anthropology
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ANSWERS

Is this methodology sensitive to differences in race or
ethnicity, especially with regard to the paranasal si-
nuses?

(Prof. Dr. Ramon BONILLA VIRGEN)

Yes, it is sensitive to gender, age, and ethnicity. There
are clear differences in ancestry, as we have seen in
our databases.

Can you compare data that was collected on people
two or three years prior to their disappearance to data
on full-grown people?

(Maximilian Borja HAGEN)

Frontal sinuses change over time as a person matures,
and that is a limitation. You also need prior medical
records from hospitals for that person.

In how many actual cases have you used this method-
ology? Is it useful in the real world, or only for research
purposes?

(Prof. Dr. Benjamin ONDRUSCHKA)

We are only in the initial steps of using this methodol-
ogy, and Mexico does not yet have the databases we
need for comparisons. So far, we haven't had any re-
al-life cases, and we also need to apply more expertise
in radiology and anthropology.
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Where could the databases for this methodology be
obtained? It is not common procedure to take tomog-
raphies of patients’ frontal sinuses, and doing so for
the general population could be very expensive.

(Prof. Manuel Jorge CARREON PEREA)

PRESENTATION 4

UNIFICATION OF STRATEGIES FOR THE
IDENTIFICATION OF UNIDENTIFIED HUMAN
CORPSES IN THE STATE OF OAXACA, MEXICO

Universidad Autonoma Benito Juarez de Oaxaca
(UABJO), Mexico

Dr. Alicia FONSECA MUNOZ

QUESTIONS

For instance, the General Hospital in Mexico City has
a registry of 1.2 million tomographies. We also have
a collaboration project with them, so that could be a
good sample. Along with 3D tomography, radiology
procedures and registries are useful as well.

TS T ﬁm
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ANSWERS

Do you have statistical data on how many people have
tattoos in the state of Oaxaca?

(Dr. Christoph Gerhard BIRNGRUBER
Dr. Franziska HOLZ)

PRESENTATION 5

HOLISTIC APPROACH TOWARDS A SAFER SOCIETY
IDENTIFICATION OF UNKNOWN DECEASED AND
SUPPORTIVE ACADEMIC EXCHANGE IN FORENSIC
SCIENCES IN MEXICO

Institute of Legal Medicine,
University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf,
Germany

Dr. Antonia Dorothea Elisabeth FITZEK
Prof. Dr. Benjamin ONDRUSCHKA

Dr. Eilin JOPP-VAN WELL

Johanna MENGER

QUESTIONS

Dr. Marco Antonio Velasquez: At the moment, we
have 92 unidentified bodies with full medical diagno-
ses in Oaxaca.

“mmammsmnes $CotiMex
Holistic approach towards a
safer society
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What project do you have to analyze wounds within
the uncertainty period before and after death?

(Dr. Eliseo LAZARO RUIZ)

There are different ways to analyze wounds. It de-
pends on whether we have only a skeleton or other
elements, as well as on aspects of physiology and
anthropology — whether you find a body in a mass
grave or a hospital morgue, for example. If there is any
remaining soft tissue, it is possible to use histology or
chemistry depending on the degree of putrefaction.

What specific necropsy support are you proposing?

(Prof. Carlos Enrique DIAZ OTANEZ)

Again, it depends on what is available in terms of
bones and soft tissue. External examination is very im-
portant: Tattoos, scars, DNA and toxicology samples
— all of these could lead to an identification.



PRESENTATION 6

MASTER IN FORENSIC GENETICS AND
HUMAN IDENTIFICATION

University of Guadalajara (UdeG)

Dr. Andres LOPEZ-QUINTERO

QUESTIONS

Master in Forensic Genetics
and Human ldentification

Univeriity of Gusdalajsrs |Uded)
PO Arukies Liges -Ourtoro
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ANSWERS

So the idea is to have a postgraduate title that is
recognized by CONACYT?

(Prof. Manuel Jorge CARREON PEREA)

PRESENTATION 7

METHODOLOGICAL TRANSDISCIPLINARITY FOR THE
FORENSIC INVESTIGATION OF MISSING PERSONS

Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Penales (INACIPE),
Mexico

Dr. Eliseo LAZARO RUIZ

Yes, the idea is to produce professionals with mas-
ter's degrees. In the short term, however, we want
to achieve the same aim through a postgraduate re-
search course.

O “mmommsimes #CoCiMex
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METHODOLOGICAL TRANSDISCIFLINARITY FOR
THE FORENSIC INVESTIGATHIN OF MISSING
PFERSONS

D Elisea Lasaro Buiz

M T glz et |
QUESTIONS | ANSWERS
None |
PRESENTATION 8

HUMAN IDENTIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION
OF THE CAUSE OF DEATH

Fiscalia General del Estado de Coahuila de Zaragoza
(FGE), Mexico

Dr. Citlalli Ixchel TREVINO GOMEZ

QUESTIONS

mmemmee—eme— #CoCiMex
T

HUMAN IDENTIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION
OF THE CAUSE OF DEATH
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None
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PRESENTATION 9

IMPLEMENTATION OF CLINICAL FORENSIC MEDICINE
AND FORENSIC HISTOPATHOLOGY IN MEDICAL
EDUCATION AND DAILY FORENSIC ROUTINE

Institute of Legal Medicine
Justus-Liebig-University Giessen, Germany

Theresa Erika Nicole OHLWARTHER
Prof. Dr. Dr. Reinhard DETTMEYER

QUESTIONS

msmmee—rme— $CoCiMex
R Sy L

Implementation of
clinical farensic medicine and
forensic histopathology in
medical education and daily forensic routine

Ievititute of Lagsl Medicing
ustus-Liebig-Uniierity Gieasen, Garmeany
Th. Obtwhriber, Prod Dr. Dr. iU Detsmeyer

ANSWERS

It will be important to have our departments of pa-
thology interact, and we are very interested in making
that happen.

(Prof. Carlos Enrique DiAZ OTANEZ)

PRESENTATION 10

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY INVOLVEMENT IN HUMAN
IDENTIFICATION

Instituto Jaliscience de Ciencias Forenses
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG), Mexico

Prof. Nallely Elizabeth RAMIREZ CORONA

QUESTIONS

Thanks for that; we will discuss this further in our
matchmaking conversations.

e e e S0 C M X
e e

Multi-disiplinary involvement in
human identification

Pr it T i s b reia
e Clenclas Forsnses
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| AnswERS

None

PRESENTATION 11

IMPORTANCE OF DOCUMENTING AND LINKING

AM DATA OF MISSING PERSONS AND PM DATA OF
UNKNOWN DECEDENTS - IN EDUCATION, RESEARCH,
ROUTINE, AND ALL INSTITUTIONS INVOLVED

University Hospital Frankfurt
Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Dr. Christoph Gerhard BIRNGRUBER
Dr. Franziska HOLZ

QUESTIONS

= |
“mmammsmimzis #CeCiMen
The importance of
documenting and linking
AM- and PM-data
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ANSWERS

Do you have a protocol for the procedure?

(Dr. Andres LOPEZ-QUINTERO)

We do have a protocol in our institutions to use dental
information, primary identifiers, DNA, and so on, but
we have to look at each individual case to determine
what to use first.




What do you use when DNA is not enough for identi-
fication and you have no other evidence? This is very
common in Mexico. Are your methods of social-cultur-
al anthropology, forensic criminology, and sociology
based on social evidence? In Mexico, we support this
kind of procedure when we have no other sources of
evidence. What do you think about that?

(Dr. Eliseo LAZARO RUIZ)

PRESENTATION 12

APPLICATION OF VIRTUAL ANTHROPOLOGY METHODS
FOR HUMAN IDENTIFICATION IN FORENSIC CONTEXTS

Department Anthropology of the Americas
Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat Bonn,

Germany

Dr. Lumila Paula MENENDEZ

QUESTIONS

To start with anthropology, we begin with sex, age,
and ethnicity. Then we can continue with facial recom-
position — there is a lot of this data in Germany — or
by trying to obtain data from the Red Cross or other
sources of identification. In the case of Mexico, it is
important to use all the sorts of information you have.
The problem is that when you need a positive identifi-
cation at some point, you have to compare data from
the actual individual. Social methods are important,
but in the end, we need to give the body to the family.
That means you need to compare data on the individ-
ual to confirm the identification.

APPLICATION OF VIRTUAL ANTHROPOLOGY METHODS FOR
Hunman IDENTIFICATION TN FORENSIC CONTEXTS

m Deportment Anthropology of the Americas  Sbteiung
. 3 Ly S dipaices LT :h.-m-'hmn.uu
Unirersity of Boren

ANSWERS

How valid is this technique, and what is the corre-
sponding error margin (in the context of cross-exam-
ination at trial)? What is the general level of confi-
dence in it? Lawyers in Mexico have faced questions
doubting the validity of some techniques.

(Dr. Eliseo LAZARO RUIZ)

Our methods have not been applied on a widespread
scale in Mexico, but others with a lot of correlation
have been used, including on some cranial structures
(the inner labyrinth, for instance). No registries have
been made because the methods in question have
not yet been applied to forensic science. Since these
techniques can narrow down the population of origin
of the victim, the data is qualitative and useful when
DNA is not available for recognition. Any technique
has to be used in combination with other tools.

Radiological comparisons are useful in any cases
where DNA is not useful for identification.

(Dr. Franziska HOLZ
Dr. Christoph Gerhard BIRNGRUBER)
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PRESENTATION 13

IDENTIFICATION OF UNKNOWN CORPSES THAT
ENTER INCIFO BY APPLYING FORENSIC DISCIPLINES
SUCH AS MEDICINE, ANTHROPOLOGY, DENTISTRY,
PHOTOGRAPHY, AND FINGERPRINT ANALYSIS
Institute of Forensic Sciences (INCIFO), Mexico

Prof. Carlos Enrique DIAZ OTANEZ

QUESTIONS

=remmmmimnes #CoCiMex

B

Pyricoux

PODER IR

Institute of Expert Services
and Forensic Sciences of the f
Judicial Power of Mexico City

“ INCIFO "

ANSWERS

Can you use fingerprints on a daily basis in Jalisco?

(Dr. Christoph Gerhard BIRNGRUBER
Dr. Franziska HOLZ)

Day 3 | Thursday, 11 February

Yes, adequate and complete fingerprints are necessary
for this identification; 70% are identified by dactylo-
scopy, odontology, and so on. Fingerprints are taken
and compared against a system of existing prints. All
the ante-mortem and post-mortem procedures are fol-
lowed.

The third day of the matchmaking event began with a summary of the previous day’s activities, followed by an
explanation of the matchmaking methodology from Rebecka Michel (MICHEL IRS).

4. SIMULTANEOUS BREAKOUT SESSIONS

The matchmaking consisted of four chatrooms where different participants met for four 40-minute sessions in a
pre-arranged order, with five-minute breaks between the consecutive sessions.

The purpose of the groups and sessions was to enable potential partners to exchange ideas on their possible
collaboration and discuss ways to turn their ideas into project proposals that could be presented to the DAAD for

funding.

The four groups were distributed to give each institution the opportunity to interact with everyone else. Simultane-

ous interpretation was available in two of the groups.



15.40 8.40 Parallel breakout sessions — part 1

(4 x 40 min) P,
Group 1-3 remain in Zoom session 1 and will be allocated to their designated breakout rooms by the host. E
Group 1 Uni Miinster | Uni Bonn UNAM @)
e Maximilian B. Hagen e Mirsha Quinto-Sanchez 2
{ » Marielle Vennemann { » Maria Elena Bravo-Gomez
i e Lumila P Menéndez i e Zoraida Garcia Castillo
Group 2 Uni Hamburg UdG 1 (Bonilla)
e  Benjamin Ondruschka e Ramon Bonilla Virgen
{ » Antonia D.E. Fitzek { e Gabriela Carrillo Niiiez
i o Eilin Jopp-van Well
Group 3 Uni Frankfurt ~ UABJO | UdG 2 (Lope2) | INACIPE

Alicia Fonseca Mufoz

Marco A. Velasquez Guerrero
Andres Lopez-Quintero
Manuel Jorge Carreon Perea
Eliseo Lazaro Ruiz

Rafael Ruiz Mena

e  Christoph G. Birngruber
m { o Franziska Holz

Group 4 is kindly requested to use the following link to get to Zoom session 2:
https://zoom.us/j/98601661948?pwd=UG5iMUcwQUIXUCtrZWRuVXIwQ0QOUT09

Group 4 Uni Giessen FGE | INCIFO | UdG (Ramirez)

e Theresa E. Ohlwarther
m e Reinhard Dettmeyer

P o

Citlalli Ixchel Trevifio
Carlos Enrique Diaz Otafiez
Raquel Huerta Gonzalez
Nallely E. Ramirez Corona
Javier Jiménez Pérez

Juan Lopez




l_
o
O
o
Ll
o

16.25 9.25 Parallel breakout sessions — part 2
(4 x 40 min)

Group 1-3 will take place in Zoom session 1. Mexican institutions will remain in their designated breakout
rooms while the German institutions will be allocated by the host.
https://zoom.us/j/99564475411?pwd=TkpzNG5RbjFGKy9IREREZHNqOU 1YZz09

Group 1 Uni Hamburg ~ UNAM

e Benjamin Ondruschka e Mirsha Quinto-Sanchez

{  Antonia D.E. Fitzek { » Maria Elena Bravo-Gomez

i o Eilin Jopp-van Well i e Zoraida Garcia Castillo
Group 2+ Uni Frankfurt UdG 1 (Bonilla)

e  Christoph G. Birngruber e Ramdn Bonilla Virgen

i o Franziska Holz i e Gabriela Carrillo Nufiez
Group 3 Uni Giessen | Uni Bonn UABJO | UdG 2 (Lopez) | INACIPE

Alicia Fonseca Mufioz

Marco A. Velasquez Guerrero
Andres Lopez-Quintero
Manuel Jorge Carredn Perea
Eliseo Lazaro Ruiz

Rafael Ruiz Mena

e Theresa E. Ohlwarther
m { & Reinhard Dettmeyer

m e Lumila P. Menéndez

Group 4 will take place in Zoom session 2. Mexican institutions will remain in the “room” while the German
institution(s) is/are kindly requested to use the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/98601661948?pwd=UG5iMUcwQUIXUCtrZWRuVXIwQ0QOUT09

Group 4 Uni Miinster FGE | INCIFO | UdG (Ramirez)

e Maximilian B. Hagen
m {  Marielle Vennemann

P irows

Citlalli Ixchel Trevifio
Carlos Enrique Diaz Otafiez
Raquel Huerta Gonzalez
Nallely E. Ramirez Corona
Javier Jiménez Pérez

Juan Lopez




17.10  10.10 Parallel breakout sessions — part 3
(4 x 40 min)

Group 1-3 will take place in Zoom session 1. Mexican institutions will remain in their designated breakout
rooms while the German institutions will be allocated by the host.
https://zoom.us/j/99564475411?pwd=TkpzNG5RbjFGKy9IREREZHNgOU 1YZz09

Group 1 Uni Frankfurt - UNAM

e Christoph G. Birngruber e Mirsha Quinto-Sanchez

{ » Franziska Holz { » Maria Elena Bravo-Gomez

' i e Zoraida Garcia Castillo
Group 2 Uni Giessen | Uni Bonn UdG 1 (Bonilla)

e Theresa E. Ohlwarther e Ramon Bonilla Virgen

{  Reinhard Dettmeyer { e Gabriela Carrillo Niifiez

i o Lumila P. Menéndez ‘
Group 3 Uni Miinster UABJO | UdG 2 (Lopez) | INACIPE

Alicia Fonseca Mufoz

Marco A. Velasquez Guerrero
Andres Lopez-Quintero
Manuel Jorge Carreon Perea
Eliseo Lazaro Ruiz

Rafael Ruiz Mena

e Maximilian B. Hagen
m i e Marielle Vennemann

Group 4 will take place in Zoom session 2. Mexican institutions will remain in the “room” while the German
institution(s) is/are kindly requested to use the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/98601661948?pwd=UG5iMUcwQUIXUCtrZWRuVXIwQ0QOUT09

Group 4 Uni Hamburg FGE | INCIFO | UdG (Ramirez)

e Benjamin Ondruschka
m ! e Antonia D.E. Fitzek

m o Eilin Jopp-van Well

Citlalli Ixchel Trevifio
Carlos Enrique Diaz Otafiez
Raquel Huerta Gonzalez
Nallely E. Ramirez Corona
Javier Jiménez Pérez

Juan Lopez
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17.55  10.55 Parallel breakout sessions — part 4
(4 x 40 min)

Group 1-3 will take place in Zoom session 1. Mexican institutions will remain in their designated breakout
rooms while the German institutions will be allocated by the host.
https://zoom.us/j/995644754112?pwd=TkpzNG5RbjFGKy9IREREZHNqOU 1YZz09

Group 1| Uni Giessen ~ UNAM

e Theresa E. Ohlwarther e Mirsha Quinto-Sanchez

{  Reinhard Dettmeyer { » Maria Elena Bravo-Gomez

' i e Zoraida Garcia Castillo
Group 2 Uni Miinster UdG 1 (Bonilla)

e  Maximilian B. Hagen e Ramdn Bonilla Virgen

i e Marielle Vennemann i e Gabriela Carrillo Nufiez
Group 3 Uni Hamburg UABJO | UdG 2 (Lopez) | INACIPE

Alicia Fonseca Mufioz

Marco A. Velasquez Guerrero
Andres Lopez-Quintero
Manuel Jorge Carredn Perea
Eliseo Lazaro Ruiz

Rafael Ruiz Mena

e Benjamin Ondruschka
m { e Antonia D.E. Fitzek

m o Eilin Jopp-van Well

Group 4 will take place in Zoom session 2. Mexican institutions will remain in the “room” while the German
institution(s) is/are kindly requested to use the following link:
https://zoom.us/j/98601661948?pwd=UG5iMUcwQUIXUCtrZWRuVXIwQ0QOUT09

Group 4 Uni Frankfurt | Uni Bonn FGE | INCIFO | UdG (Ramirez)

e  Christoph G. Birngruber
m { o Franziska Holz
m i o Lumila P. Menéndez

Citlalli Ixchel Trevifio
Carlos Enrique Diaz Otafiez
Raquel Huerta Gonzalez
Nallely E. Ramirez Corona
Javier Jiménez Pérez

Juan Lopez




4.1. Workshop conclusion and farewell

To conclude the official part of the matchmaking event, llona Daun (DAAD) congratulated all the participants on
their excellent work during the three-day workshop, noting that this boded well for a good crop of project pro-
posals. She also announced that due to the COVID-19 travel restrictions, the project would likely not need the full
amount of the funding indicated in the call. It was thus possible that four projects could be funded instead of three.
The participants were asked to calculate their project proposals and budgets with the requisite care.

Ms. Daun expressed her thanks to Mr. Schilbach for his participation in both the opening and closing of the work-
shop. She also thanked her colleagues at the DAAD, GIZ in Germany and Mexico, the interpreters, the staff from
MICHEL IRS, the facilitator, and all the participants. Despite the limitations of the virtual format and the lack of
personal interaction at dinners and coffee breaks, Ms. Daun declared the event a success and wished all the par-
ticipants luck in their future endeavors.

Mr. Murck thanked all those involved in the event, his colleague Aurora from GIZ, and all the participants for the
good ideas that emerged during the workshop. He said he looked forward to receiving project proposals from the
institutions and to seeing the German participants soon in Mexico.

Mr. Schilbach made a few remarks on the embassy’s role in these projects and recalled the very fruitful conver-
sations that were had during the workshop. He also expressed his desire to see more good cooperation between
German and Mexican professionals, just as has been seen between the two countries in other fields.

Dr. Fleckenstein thanked GIZ, the German embassy, MICHEL IRS, and all her colleagues from the DAAD for their
contributions to the workshop. She congratulated all those involved on a very successful event and said she looked
forward to some quality collaboration projects. Dr. Fleckenstein also noted the common interest that was evident in
both countries’ participants, as well as the great expertise and competence of these professionals. She went on to
remind the attendees of the ultimate goal of the “Rule of Law” project: increasing the number of identifications of
Mexico’s deceased, which is a matter of fundamental importance to the country and its families. While acknowled-
ging that one month was a small amount of time for preparing project proposals, she called on the participants to
consider not just the next thirteen months of the project, but also future collaboration in areas where other lines of
funding are available. Finally, Dr. Fleckenstein reminded those in attendance to keep in touch with the DAAD (citing
the programs available throughout Central America) and wished them luck in preparing their projects.

Ms. Michel thanked everyone for their participation and congratulated the teams and institutions on a successful
workshop.

5. WORKSHOP CONCLUSIONS AND REMARKS

Regarding the execution of the workshop, all invited participants attended the event, and the planned matchmak-
ing individual talks occurred on time and all the project presentations were given as scheduled and the project
ideas were presented successfully. The participants had the opportunity to interact with each other during the
virtual sessions as well as with DAAD and GIZ cooperation representatives. In this concern, the event can be con-
sidered successful.

Participants expressed that the presentations were clear and the meetings with colleagues were useful in order to
establish the necessary collaboration links to prepare the project proposals.

The virtual platform and connections and the coordination from the organizers were satisfactory and worked quite
well.

Considering the above the CoCiMex matchmaking event was a total success and fulfilled its purposes and objec-
tives.

END OF REPORT
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PROJECT BRIEF

30

TKM

Universitdtsklinikam
Milnarer

GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution

Institute of Legal Medicine, University Hospital Miinster

Short profile of institution/faculty

At the Institute of Legal Medicine in Miinster we are responsible for the four surrounding state prosecutor’s offic-
es and perform about 400 autopsies a year. In addition to forensic-medical questions concerning the dead and
the living, our institute deals with toxicological as well as molecular-biological investigations. We analyse about
1400 DNA traces annually and provide an average of 100 identity reports on unknown corpses as well as tissues
and bones. Important research foci are forensic age assessments of living adolescents and young adults, the
identification of new psychoactive substances and tissue-specific as well as age-dependent DNA methylation.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany

[...]

BONE FIND DATABASE

THE CHALLENGE

In cases of human bone finds, the determination of the
post-mortem interval is a rarely solved task. For this
reason, the problem is usually reduced to the inclusion
or exclusion of a fifty year
time interval. That way,
an initial assessment of
the forensic relevance and
an efficient distribution of
one’s own resources can be
achieved. However, besides
morphological criteria,
many examination meth-
ods show a wide range
of variation with regard
to their accuracy and practical applicability. We have
implemented a standardised examination algorithm for
bone finds based on current scientific research. Howev-
er, these examinations require not only correct execu-
tion, but above all adequate experience and training of
the examiner.

THE APPROACH

Our algorithm is based on morphology, the UV fluores-
cence of the fresh bone cut surface and the assessment
of the chemiluminescence. These procedures are not
time-consuming, require little material and are inexpen-
sive, yet the results can generate reliable estimations.
Taking into account the local examination material, the
implemented procedures can be adapted or updated.
The focus will lie on the development of a standardized
documentation in writing and graphics as well as the
conservation of the samples. This will allow the compa-
rability and later evaluation of the data as well as the
establishment of a mutual, consistent database. This dig-
ital database would resemble a directory of decentralised

preserved bone samples. The successful establishment of
such a database will not only require a lasting coopera-
tion but also at least a partial narrowing of the respective
post- mortem interval by means of identifying the person
in question or further investigation.

THE INTENDED IMPACT

This project will address the main problem of assessing
the postmortem interval of bone finds. The available liter-
ature is usually limited by their small sample size and the
examiner might not have enough experience. Given the
situation in Mexico, it will be possible to build a registry
that includes bones with a low interval, and once the
framework is ready, further partners could be included. In
the long term, such a registry will be of great value and
can be used for training, improving already established
methods, and can also pave the way for future research
projects. Right away, in cases where mass graves are
found, an initial assessment of the bones might help to
determine the approximate time of burial and therefore
help narrow the group of potential victims.

Contact

Maximilian Hagen

Institute of Legal Medicine
University Hospital Minster
Westfalische Wilhelms-Universitat Minster

maximilian.hagen@ukmuenster.de

PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS

1 Examples representing the three main procedures. a) Right
femur with the typical morphological correlate of a high
postmortem interval. b) A series of fresh bone cut sections taken
from samples of different ages. c) The positive control test for
assessing the chemiluminescence using a blood sample.



GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)

Short profile of institution/faculty

The University Center for Health Sciences (CUCS) of the University of Guadalajara (UdG), is in the process of
issuing three postgraduate programs — Forensic Psychology, Forensic Genetics and Human Identification,
and Legal and Forensic Medicine. The objectives of the medical specialism of Legal Medicine are based
on the current need to train contributing professionals with the tools to apply scientific and technological
advances in forensic investigation, while respecting the legal framework in which investigations in the
field are conducted, and that, with the use of these integrated professional competences, the contribut-
ing professionals can be leaders in the transfer of knowledge, in Jalisco society, and at the national and

international level.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany
Institute of Forensic Medicine from Frankfurt

MEDICAL SPECIALISM OF LEGAL MEDICINE

THE CHALLENGE

Due to not having a complete data file, time is wast-
ed in the identification process, which diminishes the
prospect of identification by the deceased’s relatives.
The goal of this project, therefore, is to be able to im-
plement in public hospitals that receive legal medicine
patients, a database (sample for DNA, ten fingerprints,
facial and dental photography, photographic catalog of
tattoos) enabling it to be compared with databases of
official identifications and police agencies, which help
the identification of people who have died.

THE APPROACH

The Legal Medicine program is a medical specialism
with the objective of training competent personnel ca-
pable of:

- attending to the problems inherent to the medical
and legal systems, based on evidence and attached
to ethical-bioethical principles;

« generating certainty and improvement in the investi-
gation, practice and expert teaching in the procure-
ment and administration of justice in response to
social needs and demands from the community.

This bilateral project is intended to build a bilateral ex-
change, where expert professors of the institution can
be trained in the specialism of forensic medicine, as
well as the use of state-of-the-art technology for the
identification of individuals. Finally, it is expected to en-
gender related research projects in which new knowl-
edge is generated that will allow a positive impact on
the high rates of unidentified missing persons and the
training of highly specialized personnel.

THE INTENDED IMPACT

One of the main problems for society and for the Mexi-
can legal system is violence and criminality manifested
in situations such as the increasing number of uniden-
tified deceased persons — in 2019, about 830 bodies
were added to the morgues of Mexico. The significant
number of unidentified persons requires strategies that
contribute to the accurate identification of persons, vic-
tims and offenders, and that also provide scientific and
technological support to the judicial processes of the
criminal and civil courts.

In this regard, Forensic Genetic and Human identifi-
cation for Medical Specialism in Legal Medicine can
be very useful. The need to incorporate scientific and
technological advances is recognized, as well as to
strengthen multi- and inter-disciplinary work through
collaboration in resolving cases of social or legal in-
terest.

Contact

MD. Surgeon Prof Dr Ramén Bonilla-Virgen
Professor and Coordinator of the project
University Center for Health Sciences (CUCS)
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)

ramon.bonilla@academicos.udg.mx

Prof Dr Gabriela Carrillo Nufiez

Chief of the Department of Morphology
University Center for Health Sciences (CUCS)
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)
gabriela.carrillo@cucs.udg.mx
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CIEMCIA
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UMNAM

GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution

Forensic Science, Medicine School, National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM).

Short profile of institution/faculty

Since its creation in 2013, Forensic Science has trained ethical, critical and humanistic forensic scientists,
capable of conducting forensic investigations of scientific quality standard and of assisting the justice system
so that legal decisions are solidly supported by evidence. Forensic Science has two main areas of intervention:

academic and research.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany
Dra. Lumila Paula Menéndez

Bonn University (Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat Bonn)

VIRTUAL ANTHROPOLOGY AND HUMAN
IDENTIFICATION: 3D IMAGING TECHNIQUES
APPLIED TO FORENSIC ANTHROPOLOGY

THE CHALLENGE

This proposal is to generate specific human identifica-
tion standards for the Mexican population. Tradition-
ally, forensic anthropology practice involves only AM-
PM or one-to-one data matching. Here this tradition is
challenged, replacing it with a population probabilistic
paradigm where the probability of a person’s coinci-
dence in a reference sample universe is evaluated.

The core questions of the project are to assess whether
the ear and frontal sinuses have relevance as pheno-
types in the human identification process: do these
phenotypes serve for the individualization of an uniden-
tified person?

The principal aim of the project is to generate proposals
for human or personal identification through 3D cra-
nio-facial reconstruction techniques and the generation
of free population databases.

The field of virtual anthropology in Mexico is frontier/
cutting-edge research, so this collaboration is impor-
tant for continuing to build standards of human identi-
fication in Mexico.

THE APPROACH

In Mexico, personal identification techniques are little
used, and they can help increase the number of positive
identifications in forensic medical and / or anthropolog-
ical services. Currently, UNAM has developed research




on personal identification with 2D cranio-facial pheno-
types with promising results, but 3D spaces have been
poor explored. In contrast, in biological anthropology
and paleoanthropology, the use of 3D reconstruction
techniques has developed greatly, which generates an
area of opportunity for collaboration between these
disciplines.

As a partnership, we have created a collaborative
project with Dr. Lumila Menendez, an anthropologist
specializing in virtual anthropology (VA), specifically in
the application of 3D cranio-facial reconstruction tech-
niques. We have outlined the application of VA tech-
niques in the forensic field, specifically to the human
ear structure and frontal sinuses. We will apply VA tech-
niques to some osteological collections in Mexico and
(T databases. 3D software, geometric morphometrics
and multivariate statistics will be applied in all these
dimensions of the collaboration.

THE INTENDED IMPACT

Knowledge transfer and confirmation of program re-
search on VA applied to human identification. We have
defined three main results: 1) course on VA for Mexi-
can researchers, students and experts; 2) publication
of articles or protocols on VA applied to human identi-

PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS

fication; and 3) database and web repository of project
results. Given the forensic emergency that Mexico is
experiencing, the generation of knowledge is necessary
for human identification, professionalization of experts
and the configuration of specific databases. These three
aspects should mitigate the effects of the crisis that is
occurring in the country.

Contact

Forensic Science
Medicine School
National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM), Mexico

Dra. Zoraida Garcfa
Coordinator of Forensic Science Department
zoraidagc@unam.mx

Dra. Maria Elena Bravo
Head of Research Department
mebravo@unam.mx

Dr. Mirsha Quinto-Sanchez

Associate professor

Project Leader
mirsha@cienciaforense.facmed.unam.mx

1 Frontal sinuses used for personal identification. The structural complexity of the phenotype can be seen on the radiograph (left) and on a
CT scan (right) Credit: Quinto-Sanchez Mirsha-UNAM. | 2 2D Radiographic approach to personal identification by geometric morphometrics

methods. Credit: Quinto-Sanchez Mirsha-UNAM.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution
Universidad Autonoma Benito Juarez de Oaxaca

Short profile of institution/faculty

The Universidad Auténoma Benito Juarez Oaxaca is a Mexican public institution of higher education, com-
monly known as the Maximum House of Studies of Oaxaca.

It is located in the center of the state capital and is the host of many young students, including from other
states. It offers various fields of knowledge and study. The Faculty of Medicine is the most requested for its

academic accomplishments.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany

[...]

UNIFICATION OF STRATEGIES FOR THE
IDENTIFICATION OF UNIDENTIFIED HUMAN
CORPSES IN THE STATE OF OAXACA, MEXICO

THE CHALLENGE

The learning of new techniques and procedures by the
multidisciplinary team of forensic sciences of the state
of Oaxaca, and Germany, will strengthen the unification
of ideas for the improvement in the management of Un-
identified Corpses.

TiTer lrrrrrmsrﬂn

What strategies can be used for the identification of
corpses in a short time?

The state of Oaxaca is located in the southeast of Mexi-
co. Itis divided into seven regions, where forensic med-
ical practices differ between them. The treatment of the
corpses can be very particular in each area. There are
some difficulties faced by the forensic medical doctors

in each of the communities. The majority of them are
helped by the Medical Experts of the State of Oaxaca,
who are part of the General’s Office of Justice of the
State of Oaxaca. It has extensive experience working in
this area and handling unidentified corpses.

For that reason, forensic doctors and collaborators
must act. We believe that the sharing of techniques on
the identification process of unidentified corpses be-
tween Mexico and Germany will improve the trust in
the Mexican rule of law.

THE APPROACH

[...]

The training of expert personnel in forensics will be the
fundamental objective of improving the identification
of corpses of unidentified people, for wider social pur-
pose.

The exchange of procedures and knowledge between
Mexico and Germany will create a good relationship be-
tween them.

During the academic exchange, we intend to have:

« Exchange of experiences, equipment and human ma-
terial.

« Monitoring of the corpse identification processes

« Unification of criteria in all areas.

+ Generation of scientific and technological research
products.

+ Training of high-level personnel through the bilateral
exchange.

« Support with the identification process.

« Application of new forensic identification techniques.



The University and the Medical Experts of the State of Oax-
aca, who are part of the General's Office of Justice of the
State of Oaxaca, have the following areas of responsibility
in the analysis of the Corpses of Unidentified People:

- Forensic Medicine

Forensic anthropology

Forensic fingerprint

Forensic Odontology

Forensic Chemistry

Forensic entomology

Forensic Photography

Equipped classrooms and auditoriums

Forensic Medical Service, with four plates for corpses.
Laboratories for each of the areas of intervention in the
identification of corpses.

Project implementation

We can have our theoretical classes or meetings in class-
rooms or auditoriums of the UABJO Faculty of Medicine
and the School of Biological Systems and Technological
Innovation.

We will have our workshops in controlled environments
in the Forensic Medical Service at the General’s Office of
Justice of the State of Oaxaca, carrying out legal, medical
autopsies and oral necropsies with corpses of unidenti-

Contact
Universidad Auténoma Benito Juarez de Oaxaca (UABJO)

PhD Alicia Fonseca-Mufioz
Professor-Research
afonseca.cat@uabjo.mx

Dr Jorge Alejandro Gomez Guerrero
Forensic Medical
drjorge074@yahoo.com.mx

Dr Jaime Alfonso Mayoral Vazquez
Forensic Medical
jimymayoral@hotmail.com

PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS

fied people that are at the Institute of Expert Services.
The practical activities can be carried out in the court-
yards of the Faculty of Medicine or the Institute of Expert
Services.

We can have access to databases with prior authoriza-
tion from the corresponding authority. The importance
of the databases of clothing, personal signs rpses of
unidentified persons in practical training.

THE INTENDED IMPACT
During the academic exchange, it is intended to have:

« Exchange of experiences, equipment and human ma-
terial.

« Monitoring of the corpse identification processes

« Unification of criteria in all areas.

« Generation of scientific and / or technological re-
search products.

« Training of high-level human resources through bilat-
eral exchange.

« Support to the prosecution with the identification
process.

- Application of new forensic identification techniques.

Dr Marco Antonio Velasquez Guerrero
Forensic Odontologist
marko_guerrero@hotmail.com

M.C.F.B Yeimi Nayely Guevara Contreras
Forensic Odontologist
hiraysumi31@me.com

L.A. Shunashi Soledad Victori A Bustamante
bustamanteshus@gmail.com

1 General’s Office of Justice’s collaborators | 2 During the practice |3 Seminar room
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution
Institute of Legal Medicine,
University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf

Short profile of institution/faculty

The University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf (UKE) has been one of Europe’s leading hospitals since
it was founded in 1889. With more than 11,000 employees and more than 1,700 beds, the UKE is one of
the largest employers in the City of Hamburg. The Institute of Legal Medicine (ILM) is part of the Diagnostic
Center of the UKE and offers a comprehensive range of forensic medical services for the Hamburg metro-
politan region. The ILM has its own working areas for forensic pathology, radiology, toxicology, molecular
genetics and clinical forensic medicine, as well as forensic age diagnostics, odontostomatology and anthro-
pology. Due to its interdisciplinary structure, the institute is actively involved in operational case analyses of
the surrounding state criminal investigation departments.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany
German collaborations:

« Various State Criminal Investigation Offices (HH, Lower Saxony, Saxony) - operative case analyses

« Charité Berlin - age estimation
» DERMALOG - Biometry

« Lower Saxonian preservation of historical monuments - Archaeology

+ Legal Medicine Freiburg - Toxicology

« Fraunhofer IWU Dresden - Biomechanics
« Legal Medicine Leipzig - Entomology

« TU Hamburg Harburg - Robotics/ Imaging

For abroad:

Current international and university-based collaborations in Rwanda, Uganda, Nigeria, Australia,

New Zealand, Italy, Switzerland and Austria.

HOLISTIC APPROACH TOWARDS A SAFER SOCIETY -
IDENTIFICATION OF UNKNOWN DECEASED AND
SUPPORTIVE ACADEMIC EXCHANGE IN FORENSIC

SCIENCES IN MEXICO

THE CHALLENGE

Academic exchange and multiprofessional forensic
medical cooperation, as well as a capacity for identifi-
cation of unknown deceased in Mexico, through a part-
nership between the ILM and university centers in Mex-
ico, using scientific and technical methodology through

bilateral collaboration with associated companies, such
as DERMALOG. In the past years, the ILM acquired,
besides numerous international experiences in capac-
ity building and identification of unknown deceased, a
proven expertise in the field of forensic anthropology.
Due to the application-oriented cooperation with the
company DERMALOG Identification Systems, there are
advantages with regard to dactyloscopic identification
and deep learning algorithms for forensic facial identifi-
cation for the envisaged German-Mexican Cooperation.

THE APPROACH

- Bilaterally developed curricula on site (or online),
harmonization of the level of education and train-
ing of various professionals in the fields of forensic
pathology, forensic anthropology, forensic molecular
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genetics and forensic toxicology with the initiation of
topic-specific continuing education programs.

« Application of forensic anthropological methods on
site for the identification of human remains using val-
idated methods: species identification, age, sex and
individual characteristics determination, body height
estimation, survey and comparison of the dental
status, combined with knowledge of archaeological
excavation techniques, the prospection of sites and
documentation of findings.

Documentation of taphonomic changes and signs of
pre-, peri- or post-mortem injuries. CT or micro-CT
images can be made on site or at the ILM, genetic
examinations with conceivable extension to Genet-
ic Phenotyping, radiocarbon dating (C14 dating), or
dactyloscopic comparison of fingerprints via DER-
MALOG can be offered.

« Critical set of sound theoretically-trained profession-
als for forensic anthropology.
« Critical amount of anthropological intensive hands-
THE INTENDED IMPACT on trained professionals with direct hands-on assign-
Outputs: ments at the sites or the forensic institutes.
- Critical set of professionals as a network for further
development, modernization and self-responsibility ~ Result and public outreach:
of on-site forensic medicine institutes in Mexico. « Secure identification of unknown deceased, docu-
mentation of traces of injuries and illnesses, and re-
construction of events over time to stabilize the coun-
try’s security;
Institute of Legal Medicine + participation in the investigation of homicides, and
University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf, Germany longitudinal implementation of effective mechanisms
to prevent torture and enforced disappearances.

Contact

Prof Dr med. Benjamin Ondruschka
Institute Director, MD

b.ondruschka@uke.de

Aetivily

Prpwer | e - - - - - -------- oo,
Dr rer. nat. Eilin Jopp-van Well ks
Forensic Anthropologist oo [ s ————— SRS

eilin.jopp@web.de

Module 2

Dr med. Antonia Fitzek
Resident, MD
a.fitzek@uke.de

P d

Capacity buiiding

Analysis of resalts

Pubibzatien of resulls L ] o v e i oy ot e

PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS
1 Archive Institute of Legal Medicine, UKE: Excavation | 2 Archive Institute of Legal Medicine, UKE: Cleaning | 3 Archive Institute of Legal
Medicine, UKE: Identification | 4 Archive Institute of Legal Medicine, UKE: Documentation | 5 Project Timeline (using Microsoft Power Point)
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)

Short profile of institution/faculty

The UdG has hosted various postgraduate programs offered at the Health Sciences campus, such as the
Specialism in Legal Medicine, the Master’s in Forensic Sciences and the Master's in Forensic Sciences and
Criminology. In particular, for the creation of the project “Master in Forensic Genetics and Human Identi-
fication”, UdG has a staff of expert teachers in Genetics. At the UdG there is a diversity of physical spaces
equipped for the development of scientific research throughout the entire University network. Currently,
the university network of the University of Guadalajara is made up of six thematic university centers, which
are distributed throughout the metropolitan area of Guadalajara, nine regional centers and the systems of

upper secondary education and the virtual university.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany
Institute of Forensic Medicine from Frankfurt

MASTER'S DEGREE IN FORENSIC GENETICS AND

HUMAN IDENTIFICATION

THE CHALLENGE

The search for social security, common welfare and re-
spect for human rights raises the need not only to con-
tribute to ministerial, police and expert professionaliza-
tion, but to address the deficit of training professionals
from the field of Forensic Genetics and Human Identifi-
cation to contribute to the enforcement of justice.

Contributing to the above is a challenge and at the
same time raises the obligation to train professionals
with ethical attitudes and values, with skills that allow
Human Identification from a molecular point of view, as
well as that they have the ability to innovate, modify,
update methods and techniques without neglecting the
dissemination and transmission of knowledge that cur-
rently operates in this area.

& Cudl es la principal grea/campo disciplinar en la que quisiera tomar una Maestria?
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__________________________________
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THE APPROACH

The Health Sciences campus is currently evaluating the
postgraduate programme “Master’s in Forensic Genet-
ics and Human Identification” whose objective is to
train professionals of high academic level and with sol-
id foundations in the area of Forensic Genetics, capable
of always acting ethically in scientific research and in
solving legal cases, in which human identification is rel-
evant through the study of biological material.

The postgraduate project allows the UdeG to link with
the Frankfurt Institute of Forensic Medicine, with which
it is intended to build a bilateral exchange, where ex-
pert professors of the institution can be trained in ge-
netic and molecular aspects, population, management
of massive data, as well as the use of state-of-the-art
technology for the accurate identification of individuals.
On the other hand, it is expected that visiting professors
from the Frankfurt Institute of Forensic Medicine can
transmit their knowledge through the teaching of pro-
fessorships within the graduate program. Finally, the
collaboration is expected to generate related research

projects for both institutions, in which new knowledge
is created that will have positive impact on the high
rates of unidentified missing persons and the training
of highly specialized personnel.

THE INTENDED IMPACT

One of the main problems for society and for the Mex-
ican legal system is violence and criminality - in 2019
about 830 bodies were added to the morgues of Mex-
ico. The significant number of unidentified persons re-
quires strategies that contribute to the accurate iden-
tification of persons, victims and offenders, and that
also provide scientific and technological support to the
judicial processes of the criminal and civil courts.

In this sense, Forensic Genetics and Human Identifica-
tion can be very useful. The need to incorporate scien-
tific and technological advances is recognized, as well
as to strengthen multi- and inter-disciplinary work in
collaborative work to resolve cases of social or legal
interest.
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Contact

Dr Andres Lopez-Quintero

Associate Professor and Coordinator of the project
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdeG)
andres.lopezq@academicos.udg.mx

Deteccion de las ramas disciplinares de las ciencas forenses con mayor grado de pertinencia. Percepcion de alumnos potenciales, expertos y

empleadores potenciales 2019-2020
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution

Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Penales (INACIPE) (National Institute for Criminal Science)

Short profile of institution/faculty

The National Institute for Criminal Science (INACIPE) is a public research center dedicated to teaching and
to scientific research in the field of criminalistics, criminology, criminal law, criminal policy, and victimol-
ogy. INACIPE seeks to generate innovative and proactive knowledge in criminal sciences that helps the

development of the country.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany

[...]

METHODOLOGICAL TRANSDISCIPLINARITY FOR THE
FORENSIC INVESTIGATION OF MISSING PERSONS

THE CHALLENGE
The main challenge of this proposal is to approach the
issue of the forensic investigation of missing persons
from the methodology of complexity, taking into con-
sideration the different variables and / or research units
that affect this problem of national and international
order. It seeks to integrate into a system the different
forensic, criminalistic and criminological specialties for
the location, identification, registration, and documen-
tation of missing and unidentified persons, and to con-
vene a series of conferences that will be broadcast.

Regarding the scientific questions that have been

raised, they are:

« How to integrate from the methodology of complex-
ity the forensic specialties that have been legitimized
for the forensic investigation of missing persons in
the context of the accusatory criminal system?

« What expert document can the degree in forensic
science issue for their intervention in the accusatory
criminal procedure?

+ What weight does the scientific evidence generated
from the forensic meta-analysis applied in the con-
text of missing persons have?

« What are the challenges and perspectives facing the
issue of disappearance of people in the international
arena, and based on bilateral relations?

THE APPROACH

The project approach is mixed. The research techniques
proposed are surveys, documentary analysis, field anal-
ysis, and weighting of content; the scope is explanato-
ry, the method is analytical-synthetic.

The diagnosis of the problem is the number of uniden-
tified missing people; and the determination of the fed-
eral government to create the “Extraordinary Forensic
Identification Mechanism, the Homologated Search
Protocol (PHB), and the creation and / or consolidation
of local search commissions and the CNB" (SEGOB,
2020).
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To address the research problem, INACIPE has a line of
investigation in Criminalistics, the Permanent Seminar
on Criminalistics and the Accusatory Criminal System,
and the Laboratory of Criminalistics.

Furthermore, in Mexico, INACIPE has multiple collab-
oration agreements with state institutions and federal
agencies; and seeks to expand this collaboration with
international agreements for research, presentation of
projects, development of legal systems, and dissemina-
tion of criminal sciences in Mexico and globally.

THE INTENDED IMPACT

This project — “Methodological transdisciplinarity for
the forensic investigation of disappeared persons”
— seeks to generate methodologies that respond to
current problems of the national order, presenting the
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results of the project for the consideration of the Min-
istry of the Interior and that this, in turn, will lead to
implementation it in the National Search Commission;
preceded by prior publication in the Official Gazette of
the Federation.

In this sense, given the systemic nature of the method-
ological proposal, this becomes an element that can be
integrated into the catalog of federal expert services, or
others within the scope of their respective competencies.

In this sense, Forensic Genetics and Human Identifica-
tion can be very useful. The need to incorporate scien-
tific and technological advances is recognized, as well
as to strengthen multi- and inter-disciplinary work in
collaborative work to resolve cases of social or legal
interest.
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PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS

1 Forensic science; Source: Lazaro Ruiz Eliseo, Forensic Science and Cross- examination, INACIPE, Mexico, 2020, p. 8. | 2 Classification of
evidence; Source: Lézaro Ruiz Eliseo, Forensic Science and Cross- examination, INACIPE, Mexico, 2020, p. 41. | 3 Research methodology;
Source: Lazaro Ruiz Eliseo, Forensic Science and Cross- examination, INACIPE, Mexico, 2020, p. 110. | 4 Forensic specialties; Source: Lazaro
Ruiz Eliseo, Forensic Science and Cross- examination, INACIPE, Mexico, 2020, p. 9. | 5 Frame of reference; Source: Hernédndez Roberto,
Fernédndez Carlos, Baptista Pilar (2010). Investigation methodology. Mexico: The McGraw-Hill, p. 8.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution
Fiscalia General del Estado de Coahuila de Zaragoza (General Prosecutor of the Coahuila de Zaragoza State - FGE)

Short profile of institution/faculty
Official governmental institution responsible for justice under the Constitution.

PROJECT BRIEF

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany

[...]

HUMAN IDENTIFICATION AND CERTIFICATION
OF THE CAUSE OF DEATH

THE CHALLENGE

At the FGE we are committed to the identification
of all the bodies that were buried without a name
in the past. For that reason, the FGE initiated the
Exhumation Plan with which exhumation works
are carried out for all those bodies to be analysed
and examined, applying scientific identification
techniques, including anthropometry, skin analy-
sis, dental records and genetics, depending on the
individual characteristics of each body.

THE APPROACH

To learn the international protocols and techniques
used to develop an approved manual with the best
techniques that we use in the state (FGE) combined
with best global practice so as to enhance the
process of identification of all nameless, deceased
persons.

THE INTENDED IMPACT Contact
Obtain the best techniques and unified methods to
guarantee to the population the identification of their
relatives and of all persons registered as unnamed, as
well as having the best analysis for the determining the  [RIRENREIGHIETI R0

cause of death and thereby securing justice. Equipo de Identificacion Humana de la FGE

General Prosecutor of the Coahuila de Zaragoza State — (FGE)
Fiscalia General del Estado de Coahuila de Zaragoza

Dr Citlalli Ixchel Trevifio Gomez
PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS Forensic Medical Expert
All pictures have the following copyright: Lic. Marco A. Guzman R. ixcheltg@gmail.com




JUSTUS-LIEBIG-

UNIVERSITAT
G GIESSEN

GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution

Institute of Legal Medicine, Justus Liebig University Giessen

Short profile of institution/faculty

The Institute of Legal Medicine at JLU Giessen provides forensic medical services for western, central, northern
and eastern Hesse and training for medical students at the universities of Giessen and Marburg. The institute has
its own departments for toxicology and molecular genetics. The physicians working at the institute are engaged
in autopsies, examinations of victims of violence, and oral and written expert opinions for public prosecutors and
courts. The research focus is currently on forensic histopathology. In 2014, the institute established the “FoKoGi”
project with funding from the state of Hesse, which offers people affected by violence the possibility of forensic
documentation of injuries including evidence recovery - independent of a report to the police.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany

[...]

IMPLEMENTATION OF CLINICAL FORENSIC MEDICINE

AND FORENSIC HISTOPATHOLOGY IN MEDICAL
EDUCATION AND DAILY FORENSIC ROUTINE

THE CHALLENGE

The focus lies on the implementation and integration of
clinical forensic medicine and forensic histopathology
in student courses and the courses for specialization in
forensic medicine.

Knowledge in clinical forensic medicine (the recognition
and objective description of injury findings in patients)
is of great value for the training of all physicians — not
only forensics.

The questions addressed by forensic histopathology dif-
fer from those of classical histopathology and are hard-
ly taught in a structured manner in student training or
further specialization.

THE APPROACH

Teaching modules in both disciplines could be devel-
oped for students/ future physicians or forensic doc-
tors — adapted to the conditions in Mexico.

In both disciplines, clinical forensic medicine and fo-
rensic histopathogy, the Giessen institute could support
local medical schools by adding content to existing
teaching modules, or assist in building up new mod-
ules for student teaching or the specialization of future
forensic doctors.

Depending on the pandemic situation and the financial
support, online-based knowledge-sharing using inter-
active software, and the building up of a case collec-
tion/ online library with typical and special findings (in
both disciplines) can be feasible.

A partnership doesn't exist yet, but the University of
Guadalajara would be a potential partner — as far as
we know, they are about to install a new postdoc pro-
gram for forensic medicine.

THE INTENDED IMPACT

Accompanied by scientific evaluation, clinical forensic
medicine could contribute to detecting local peculiar-
ities and challenges and making them usable not only
for teaching purposes, but also for violence preven-
tion projects, and aid programs for persons of any age
affected by interpersonal or domestic violence.

Knowledge of the possibilities of forensic histopatho-
logical examination will enlarge the toolbox of foren-
sic doctors and is able to improve the quality of any
medicolegal expert’s assessment.

Contact

Institute of legal medicine Giessen
Justus-Liebig-Universitat Giessen, Germany

Theresa Ohlwarther
Physician
Theresa.Ohlwaerther@forens.med.uni-giessen.de

Prof Dr Dr Reinhard Dettmeyer
Head of the Institute
Reinhard.Dettmeyer@forens.med.uni-giessen.de
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Instituto Jalisciense

@I“ de Ciencias Forenses

SCIENTIA LUX IUSTITIAE

GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution

Jalisciense Institute of Forensic Sciences Dr. Jests Mario Rivas Souza

Short profile of institution/faculty

The Jalisciense Institute of Forensic Sciences is a decentralised public body whose mission is to contribute
scientific certainty to the application and administration of justice through the preparation of specialized
opinions in forensic sciences, for the benefit of the Jalisciense society. It aims to be a leading forensic sci-
ence institute in Latin America that generates scientific research, with a highly trained staff of experts from
other entities and disciplines, as well as being the most transparent decentralized public body in Jalisco.
The Jalisciense Institute of Forensic Sciences was created on 8 June 1998, with technical autonomy from
the authorities, as well as forensic experts committed to seeking and delivering justice.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany

In the past, German staff visited the facilities of the Jalisciense Institute of Forensic Sciences (IJCF), whereup-
on they agreed to collaborate in strengthening the rule of law, forensic medicine, victim protection and police

training against the practice of torture.

MULTI-DISCIPLINARY INVOLVEMENT IN HUMAN

IDENTIFICATION

THE CHALLENGE

The main idea of the project is to achieve the identifi-
cation of missing persons by creating efficient practical
methods and, above all, by strengthening the links be-
tween the Khalisciense population and the institution.
How to speed up human identification procedures? This
project seeks to make the search for missing persons
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more practical and easier through the detailed de-
scription of the different characteristic individualizing
elements. This makes it easier to identify with practical
and economic methods without the need for long de-
lays in arriving at a result.

THE APPROACH

Diagnosis: The Jalisciense Institute of Forensic Scienc-
es, being autonomous, technical-scientific, non-profit,
must contribute to strengthening the justice system.
This project seeks dignification, access to justice, man-
agement and dissemination of knowledge.
Commitment: collection of all the individualizing char-
acteristics obtained from the various areas involved.
Structure: To do this, it applies the ethos of its multidis-
ciplinary approach, which combines diverse knowledge
of the different areas focused on forensic identification
material that the institute has - medicine, anthropolo-
gy, dentistry, lofoscopy and genetics.

Objectives: Waiting for optimal results in mass events
of missing persons with less prolonged times and the
use of fewer economic resources. All these procedures
should be conducted, if possible, in consultation with
the families of the missing persons.

THE INTENDED IMPACT

The project aims to apply forensic science to the service
of life and the realization of Human Rights while using
its tools to solve current problems affecting people’s
lives, as it seeks to contribute to the clarification of the
truth and thereby contribute to social peace
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Contact

Javier Jimenez Perez
Medical Expert
Forensic Medical Service

of Nallely Elizabeth Ramirez Corona
Medical Expert

Forensic Medical Service
Jalisco Institute of Forensic Sciences
nallelyrmzc@gmail.com

Jalisco Institute of Forensic Sciences
drjavierjimenez@outlook.com

DrJuan Lopez Villalvazo

Medical Expert

Instituto Jaliscience de Ciencias Forenses
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)
pablo.villalvazo1@gmail.com
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UNIVERSITATS &
KLINIKUM FRANKFURT

Rechaseneditn Frankbart s Mais

GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution

Institute of Legal Medicine, University Hospital Frankfurt, Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Short profile of institution/faculty

The Institute of Legal Medicine in Frankfurt am Main and its departments of forensic medicine, toxicology, bi-
ology (including entomology and DNA-Analyses), molecular pathology and medical law, provide medico-legal
services for the metropolitan region of Frankfurt and the south of Hesse (about 3.7 million inhabitants). The
institute offers education and training to students of the Goethe University Frankfurt, the Technical University
Darmstadt, and the Hessian Police Academy, as well as for members of the Federal Criminal Police Office (BKA).
The everyday routine of the physicians working at the institute includes external post mortems, autopsies,
examinations of victims of violence and living persons for age determination, and expert opinions for public

prosecutors and courts.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany

Collaboration between Dres. Birngruber and Holz (as international experts, not as members of the faculty)
and the 1JCF in Guadalajara during GIZ-project in 2019/2020

INCREASE AWARENESS OF THE IMPORTANCE

OF DOCUMENTING AND LINKING AM DATA OF
MISSING PERSONS AND PM DATA OF UNKNOWN
DECEDENTS - IN EDUCATION, RESEARCH,
ROUTINE, AND ALL INSTITUTIONS INVOLVED

THE CHALLENGE

The focus of our project idea lies in the joint creation
of a pragmatic approach to facilitate and hasten the
identification process of unknown bodies, and to raise
the chances for unknown decedents to be identified.

In the Mexican context, the awareness for the impor-
tance of documenting and linking AM data of missing
persons and PM data of unknown decedents needs to
be strengthened — in education, research, procedure,
and in all institutions involved in the ID-process. Due

to the high numbers of unidentified bodies and the tre-
mendous consequences for affected families and civil
society, pragmatic solutions need to be found. For this,
open communication, a scientific assessment of the
current situation, and transparent action are required.

THE APPROACH

Our idea involves training/ student education as well
as routine work in medico-legal services. As we have
already worked together with the IJCF and had contact




with the UdG, which is developing new postgraduate
degrees in forensic/legal medicine, Guadalajara would
be a good partner for a collaboration. Furthermore, in
2019/2020 we had meetings with governmental au-
thorities, state attorneys and NGOs, and got an insight
into the networks in Jalisco.

Our main goal is the elaboration of a local solution that
takes into consideration all AM- and PM-data acces-
sible, so as to improve the ID-process. With the help
of training, awareness will be increased for the need
to improve the quality of acquisition, structured stor-
age, exchange, and comparison of AM- and PM-data.
A scientific analysis of the actual identification process
will reveal where changes have the biggest chance to
lead to improvement. One approach is the further de-
velopment and extension of a pre-existing database at
the JCF.

THE INTENDED IMPACT

Contributions of the project to the development of
new teaching modules at universities will lead to more
awareness and knowledge among the students con-
cerning the identification of unknown bodies.

Training of forensic doctors in medicolegal services will
lead to an improvement in documentation of AM- and
PM-data.

If access to existing AM- and PM-data (e.g. at lJCF) is
possible, and the will to discuss possible changes ex-
ists, a further development of the IJCF databank will
lead to improved in-house identifications.

Any improvement in the identification process will lead
to a better relationship between the IJCF and local

PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS

1 The “Glorieta de los Nifios Héroes” in Guadalajara, renamed the “Glorieta de las y los desaparecidos” by families whose relatives have
disappeared. | 2 Affected families draw attention to their fate on the sidelines of a press conference. | 3 Sign at the “Instituto Jalisciense de
Ciencias Forenses” (IJCF): Searching (left), Forensic Medicine Services (right). | 4 Burned human remains: searching for identication evidence.

| 5 Entry of the searching unit at IJCF. | All credits by Birngruber/Holz
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NGOs, which is the basis for rebuilding trust in med-
ico-legal services.

A pragmatic but working local solution in Jalisco will be
a possible blueprint for the MEIF.

Contact

Institute of Legal Medicine
University Hospital Frankfurt
Goethe University, Frankfurt am Main, Germany

PD Dr Christoph Birngruber
Senior Physician, Forensic Pathologist, Prosector
Birngruber@med.uni-frankfurt.de

Dr Franziska Holz
Physician, specialising in forensic pathology
Holz@med.uni-frankfurt.de
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UNIVERSITAT fir Altamerikanistik

GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution
Rheinischen Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat Bonn
(Department Anthropology of the Americas, University of Bonn).

Short profile of institution/faculty

From its inception two hundred years ago, the University of Bonn has been a research university that strives
to answer important scientific, social, and technological questions. It ranks 4th in Germany and 87th globally
(Shanghai Ranking). Some indicators of success include Nobel Prizes, Fields Medals, Leibniz Prizes, as well as
third-party funds amounting to about 154 million euros. The University of Bonn has six Clusters of Excellence,
the largest number in Germany.

The Department Anthropology of the Americas focuses on studying the indigenous societies of Latin America
across space and time. As an interdisciplinary subject it combines methodological approaches from cultural
and social anthropology, ethnography, archaeology, biological anthropology, ethnohistory, linguistics and
other related disciplines. At present, the University of Bonn is the only academic institution in Germany that
has this specialization.

PROJECT BRIEF

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany
Mirsha Quinto-Sanchez, Ciencia Forense, Facultad de Medicina, UNAM.

APPLICATION OF VIRTUAL ANTHROPOLOGY
METHODS FOR HUMAN IDENTIFICATION IN
FORENSIC CONTEXTS

THE CHALLENGE mented skeletons, as well as accessing internal struc-
This project is focused in applying cutting-edge meth-  tures of interest for ancestry studies such as the frontal
ods from Virtual Anthropology (VA) for advancing the  sinuses and the bony labyrinth. The core question of the
identification of Mexican individuals in a forensic con-  project is to assess whether the inner ear and frontal si-
text. VA was invented to overcome issues associated  nuses have relevance as phenotypes in the human iden-
with fossils in Paleoanthropology, and offers a poten- tification process. Does the analysis of these structures
tial for forensic science, since it can accommodate frag-  contribute to the individualization of an unidentified



person? The challenge lies in improving the workflow of
this technique for diagnosing the biological population
of poorly preserved (i.e. skeletonized) individuals.

THE APPROACH

Most Virtual Anthropology methods and successful
workflow packages have been developed in European
Universities. However, they have been so far used for
the identification and study of fossils within Paleoan-
thropology. The applicant has acquired some experi-
ence working at the main Labs where these imaging
techniques have been developed. We have created a
collaborative project with Dr. Mirsha Quinto-Sanchez,
an anthropologist working in Forensic Science (UNAM).
This idea derives from a research visit to Mexico in Oc-
tober 2019. We have outlined the application of VA
techniques in the forensic field, specifically the inner
ear and frontal sinuses. Now, we intend to apply VA
techniques to some reference osteological collections
in Mexico and CT databases that are hosted at Forensic
Science. By applying 3D software, geometric morpho-
metrics and multivariate statistics we expect to gen-
erate specific human identification standards for the
Mexican population.

THE INTENDED IMPACT

The intended impact of this proposal is knowledge
transfer and conformation of a research program based
on VA that could be applied to human identification
in the forensic field. We have defined three main work
packages: 1) Develop a course on VA for Mexican re-
searchers, students, and experts, in which the applicant

PHOTOS AND GRAPHICS

José Braga, CC-BY-SA 4-0, via Wikimedia Commons

will teach the “know-how" on promising imaging meth-
ods for the forensic sciences; 2) Publish articles and/or
protocols on VA applied to human identification that
could be used by forensics all around the world; 3) Cre-
ate a database and web repository of the project re-
sults; and 4) Disseminate our results with other non-ac-
ademic actors of society. We expect that these outputs
would contribute to mitigating some of the effects of
the crisis that is occurring in Mexico.

Contact

Dr Lumila Paula Menendez

Department Anthropology of the Americas University of Bonn, Germany
menendez@uni-bonn.de
Twitter: @lumilapm

1 Frontal sinuses used for personal identification. The structural complexity of the phenotype can be seen on the radiograph (left) and on

a CT scan (right) Credit: Quinto-Sanchez Mirsha-UNAM. | 2 Model reconstruction of the human bony labyrinth from CT-scans. References:

1 (Cochlea), 2 (Vestibule), 3 (External ductus), 4 (Superior ductus ampulla), 5 (Posterior ductus). Credit: José Braga Wikimedia Commons
(modified by Lumila Menéndez). | 3 Virtual reconstruction of a fragmented prehistoric skull by scanning the 22 fragments and creating a model

by using reference samples. Credit: Lumila Menéndez
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FyfJCDMX ﬁ INCIEO

PQDERJUDlClﬂL - TSJCDMX

GENERAL INFORMATION

Name of institution
Institute of Expert Services and Forensic Sciences of the Judicial Power of Mexico City

Short profile of institution/faculty

Continuous training and improvement in forensics is one of the objectives of this institute. Its inception
dates back to the mid-19th century, when the court judges who required it requested that the National Au-
tonomous University of Mexico (as it was then known) make doctors available to provide expert functions
in medical legal matters. This activity was regularised in 1880 when the Law of Organizations of Courts of
the Federal District and the Territory of Baja California came into force. At that time, autopsies had previ-
ously been performed in non-specific places such as the Hospital Juarez in Mexico City.

The Forensic Medical Service Building was then inaugurated in 1960 by President Adolfo Lopez Mateos.
Through Agreement 17-60 / 2009, the Plenary of the Federal District Judiciary Council authorised the
organic restructuring of the Forensic Doctor Service Directorate of the Federal District's Superior Court of
Justice into the Institute of Expert Services and Forensic Sciences, thus incorporating the Departmental
Unit of the Genetics Laboratory and renaming several areas on the institute’s organisation chart. These
included the General Directorate, the Subdirectorate of Thanatology, the Expert Subdirectorate, and the
Subdirectorate for Research and Teaching, the latter of which is responsible for coordinating the research
projects initiated within the institute or in association with other institutions to generate knowledge, pro-
cedures, and processes that contribute to the institute’s improvement.

As a result of all these developments, the institute has taken on enormous responsibility in both providing
support in the search for missing persons to the government dependencies that request it (and comparing
the data they provide against information in files on corpses and / or body segments entered as unknown)
and in participating in a large number of autopsies that are performed annually on unknown corpses.
This is an important reason to be considered in making training a priority for forensic medicine and the
laboratories that make up the Forensic Identification Department, which cover fields such as anthropology,
photography, fingerprint analysis, and forensic dentistry. It is important to mention that in Mexico (and the
world at large) there is an enormous need for investigation and training in order to re-establish the credi-
bility of the expert investigations carried out by justice procurement institutions and generate the forensic
knowledge required to carry out the quality criminal investigations that society demands.

Partnerships with Mexico/Germany

[...]



IDENTIFICATION OF UNKNOWN CORPSES THAT
ENTER INCIFO BY APPLYING FORENSIC DISCIPLINES
SUCH AS MEDICINE, ANTHROPOLOGY, DENTISTRY,
PHOTOGRAPHY, AND FINGERPRINT ANALYSIS

THE CHALLENGE

This multifunctional project will involve both specialists
in legal and forensic medicine and the entire Identifica-
tion Department. All will participate based on specific
protocols and focus on identifying unknown corpses
that enter the institute by contributing their expertise in
particular areas of forensic identification, such as:

- Presentation of the Necropsy Protocol for Unknown
Dead

+ Age determination using the fourth costochondral arch

« Necro-surgical photographic methodology for un-
known deceased (both male and female)

« Fingerprint methodology for unknown deceased

THE APPROACH

The objective is to have as much data as possible on
the unknown deceased that enter the Institute of Ex-
pert Services based on all the protocols prescribed.
Cross-referencing this data against that which is pro-
vided by family members should make it possible to
compare the maximum amount of information and
match the disappeared with the unknown deceased
that enter the INCIFO in a timely and efficient manner.

In addition to their final results, the expertise that fo-
rensic doctors and other specialists in the Identification
Department develop in this institute can transcend the
social and judicial environment. Therefore, it is crucial
that the institute adhere to a quality programme based
on competencies that generate expertise in each pro-
cess and result.

The main objective of the project is to have the forensic
methods and criteria in question homologated and ap-
plied in a very similar way in order to achieve uniform
results in the execution of the procedures.

THE INTENDED IMPACT

The potential impact of this project is truly great when
one takes into account that in Mexico City, autopsies
are performed on more than 5,000 corpses per year.
This amounts to about 15 bodies a day, and despite
the fact that a good number of these arrive unidentified
(most of which are male), 10% of the total goes to the
common grave with very complete files in the hope that
one day, relatives will claim ownership of them based
on their own data. If we take into account the figures
reported by the National Search Commission, there are
more than 60,000 missing people and about 37,000
bodies are unknown.

Therefore, this project could impact the entire range of
elements that make up the expert process of post-mor-
tem study for the macroscopic diagnosis of cause of
death.

Contact

Carlos Enrique Diaz Otafiez
Jefe de Unidad Departamental de Investigacion y Ensefianza

carlos.diaz@tsjcdmx.gob.mx

Raquel Huerta Gonzalez
Perito Quimico Forense
raquel.huerta@tsjcdmx.gob.mx
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Sooz
AL ALI

Apprentice, Vocational Training
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

Remagen, Germany

Sooz Al Ali has been working as an office management trainee at the DAAD since September 2019. Her mother tongues are
Arabic and Kurdish, and she also speaks German and English. She is currently engaged in department P31 until 31 April.
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Contact details

email: alali@daad.de
URL: www.daad.de

Victor )
AURIOLES DIAZ

Project Assistant
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

Victor Aurioles Diaz has a B.A. in international relations and political science with a focus on international analysis and the Ger-
man language. He currently works as a DAAD-GIZ project assistant. He also has work experience in both the governmental field
and private sectors, primarily in project management.

Contact details

email: aurioles@daadmx.org
URL: www.daad.mx




Dr Christoph Gerhard
BIRNGRUBER

Senior Forensic Pathologist

Institute of Legal Medicine Frankfurt
University Hospital Frankfurt
Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt am Main

Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Dr Christoph G. Birngruber graduated in human medicine from Justus-Liebig-University Giessen. His studies included stays abroad
in Togo and South Africa, and his doctoral thesis (2010) investigated the individual specificity of human hair. In 2018, he completed
his postdoctoral lecture qualification on the topic of identifying unknown deceased individuals using morphological methods. His
research focuses on forensic pathology and the identification of unknown bodies. He recently worked as a specialist in forensic medi-
cine at the Institute of Legal Medicine in Giessen (from April 2019) and together with Dr Franziska Holz as an international expert for
the GIZ in Guadalajara, Mexico (from October 2019). Since March 2020, he has been working as a senior physician and head of the
autopsy unit at the Institute of Legal Medicine in Frankfurt am Main.

Contact details

email: bimgruber@med.uni-frankfurt.de
ResearchGate: profile/Christoph_Birngruber
URL: www.rmif.de

Prof Dr Ramon
BONILLA VIRGEN

Coordinator of Medical Speciality in Legal Medicine
University Center for Health Sciences (CUCS)
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)

Guadalajara Jalisco, Mexico

Dr Ramon Bonilla Virgen is a professor of histology, human anatomy, and dissections. Prior to his current position, he worked in
general surgery and thoraco-abdominal trauma surgery at the Hospital Civil de Guadalajara (Fray Antonio Alcalde) and the University
of Guadalajara’s University Center for Health Sciences. He previously earned a scholarship as a surgeon and midwife from the latter
institution. In addition, he completed in-service training in advanced laparoscopic and hiatal surgery and served as a professor in the
Department of Morphology of the University Center for Health Sciences.

Contact details

email: ramon.bonilla@academicos.udg.mx
URL: www.cucs.udg.mx
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Dr Maria Elgna
BRAVO-GOMEZ

Associate Professor

Head of the Research Unit of the Forensic Science Degree Programme
Forensic Science Institute

National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM)

Mexico City, Mexico

Dr Maria Elena Bravo-Gémez was born in Mexico City. She earned a degree in biological and pharmaceutical chemistry at the
National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM) and went on to obtain her Ph.D at the same institution. She is @ member
of the National System of Researchers (SNI I) and several scientific associations. For 18 years, her teaching and research have
focused on toxicology and bioinorganic medicinal chemistry. She has presented more than 50 works at international confer-
ences and published 18 papers in refereed international journals, along with six chapters in international books. She has also
coordinated two books related to forensic sciences.

Contact details

email: mebravo@unam.mx
URL: www.cienciaforense.facmed.unam.mx

Mar_ita
BROMMELMEIER

Country Director Mexico
Deutsche Gesellschaft flir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlZ)

Mexico City, Mexico

Marita Brommelmeier is Country Director of GIZ (Deutsche Gesellschaft fiir Internationale Zusammenarbeit GmbH) Mexico since Sept.
2017. She is responsible for the GIZ technical cooperation for sustainable development in different thematic areas related to environ-
mental policies/climate change, renewable energy, good governance and dual vocational training. Before taking over this position,
she was director of the Africa Department of GIZ in Germany, covering 28 country offices. Marita Brommelmeier has a vast technical
expertise in the field of economic development and employment. She headed the respective sectoral division at GIZ for several years,
covering the competency areas of private sector development/economic policy, vocational training/labour market, as well as, financial
systems development.

She started working with GTZ/GIZ in 1992, covering different long-term assignments in Germany and partner countries (Nicaragua,
Ghana), as well as, managerial positions at HQ. Her professional career began with a long-term assignment in the ILO Regional Office in
Mexico City, followed by an expert position in a UNDP/ILO regional development program with the State Government of Oaxaca, Mexico.

Marita Brommelmeier holds a degree in Economics and graduated from the German Development Institute (GDI) in Development
Policies. She is a member of the professional network “Women in Foreign Trade (WIFT).

Contact details

email: marita.broemmelmeier@giz.de
URL: www.giz.de



Prof Manuel Jorge
CARREON PEREA

Director of Research
Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Penales (INACIPE)

Mexico City, Mexico

Prof Manuel Jorge Carredn Perea is certified in non-discrimination law and holds a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from Univer-
sidad del Claustro de Sor Juana, as well as a master's degree in human rights and democracy from Flacso México. He has held
a variety of public positions, including as the deputy director of technical support and analysis for the Police of Mexico City; the
director attached to the Office of the Assistant Attorney for Human Rights, Crime Prevention and Community Services; the direc-
tor of transversal programmes at the Attorney General's Office; and the director of research at the National Institute of Criminal
Sciences.

Contact details

email: jorge.carreon@inacipe.gob.mx
Twitter: @MJorgeCP
URL: www.inacipe.gob.mx

Prof Dr Gabriela Guadalupe
CARRILLO NUNEZ

Chief of the Department of Morphology
University Center for Health Sciences (CUCS)
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)

Guadalajara Jalisco, Mexico

Prof Gabriela Guadalupe Carrillo Nufiez completed her Ph.D training in public health at the University of Guadalajara. She had
previously earned an M.Sc in immunology from the same institution and went on to work there as a medical doctor. She has been
the head of the Department of Morphology at the University Center for Health Sciences since 2019. In addition to having served
as a titular professor at the University Center for Health Sciences since 1985, she has been the co-director of the International
Continuing Education Diploma at the Autonomous University of Madrid since 2018. She has also worked as the general coor-
dinator of a programme for timely detection and counselling with regard to sexually transmitted infections (PRODOCITS) at the
University Center for Health Sciences since 2012.

Contact details

email: gabriela.carrillo@cucs.udg.mx
URL: www.cucs.udg.mx
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llona
DAUN

Programme Manager

Section P31 — Development Cooperation: Structural Programmes
for Higher Education Institutions

German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

Bonn, Germany

llona Daun is a senior desk manager in the development cooperation division at the DAAD. She studied Spanish and English at TH
Koln — University of Applied Sciences and holds a diploma in translation. Having grown up in southern Switzerland, she is also fluent
in Italian.

llona Daun joined the DAAD in 2008 and has been responsible for study and research programmes for Germans in South Asia. Since
2012, she has been coordinating higher-education cooperation projects carried out with the GIZ in the department “Development
Cooperation — Institution Building in Higher Education” (P31). She was also responsible for the German-Brazilian research cooper-
ation programme NoPa, a higher-education cooperation programme on renewable energies in Senegal (PESEREE), and the Higher
Education in Sustainable Textiles (HEST) programme in Bangladesh.

Contact details

email: daun@daad.de
URL: www.daad.de

Prof Dr Reinhard
DETTMEYER
Head of Department of Forensic Medicine

Institute of Legal Medicine
Justus-Liebig-Universitat Giessen

Giessen, Germany

Prof Reinhard Dettmeyer is the head of the Department of Forensic Medicine at Justus-Liebig-University Giessen. He is a general
and forensic pathologist, as well as a jurist. In addition to his fields of expertise, he maintains interests in conventional histology
and immunohistochemistry in forensic autopsy cases, and in more general questions of law and ethics. He is the author of a book
entitled Forensic Histopathology and the member of two ethics commissions.

Contact details

email: reinhard.dettmeyer@forens.med.uni-giessen.de
URL: www.ukgm.de



Prof Carlos Enrique
DIAZ OTANEZ

Head of Research and Education
Institute of Forensic Sciences (INCIFO)

Mexico City, Mexico

Prof Carlos Enrique Diaz Otafiez holds a Ph.D in criminalistics and criminology and an M.Sc in biology. His areas of expertise
include the identification of drugs of abuse using immunoassay methods; the determination of medicinal products, pesticides,
and drugs of abuse by means of gas chromatography and mass spectrometry; and the determination of toxicants using colour
development techniques.

Contact details
email: carlos.diaz@tsjcdmx.gob.mx

Thomas
FAVENNEC

Executive Director
Lab-Co
Mecanismo Extraordinario de Identificacion Forense (MEIF)

Mexico City, Mexico

Thomas Favennec is an international development professional with over 13 years of experience in designing, implementing, and
evaluating publicly and privately funded programmes in Latin America, Europe, and Africa. He is the co-founder and executive
director of Lab-Co, a non-profit laboratory for policy innovation in citizen security, justice, and human rights in Latin America that
has offices in Mexico City and San Salvador. He also consults for different international organisations, including the GIZ. Here, he
is facilitating a dialogue among authorities, victims' collectives, international organisations, and civil society on the creation of the
Extraordinary Mechanism for Forensic Identification (MEIF).

Thomas Favennec holds an M.PA. from the Harvard Kennedy School, as well as a B.A. and an M.B.A. from ESSEC Business School
(Paris).

Contact details

email: thomas.favennec@lab-co.org
LinkedIn: /thomas-favennec
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FIERRO

Facilitator

Quito, Ecuador

Carlos Fierro is a conservation biologist from Ecuador. He has extensive experience in both biodiversity management and
conservation programmes, as well as in workshop facilitation and conflict management in Ecuador and other countries. He is
fluent in both Spanish and English.
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Contact details
email: carlosfierroalabarda@gmail.com

Dr Antonia Dorothea Elisabeth
FITZEK
Resident Medical Doctor

Institute of Legal Medicine
University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf

Hamburg, Germany

Dr Antonia Fitzek was born in Berlin, Germany, in 1990 and graduated from medical school in Erlangen/Nuremberg in 2017.
During her studies, she focused on completing her internships in foreign countries, including Ghana, the USA, France, the UK,
Spain, and Switzerland. After graduating, she started her residency at the Institute of Legal Medicine (ILM) in Hamburg in 2017
and obtained her doctorate in 2020. Since joining the ILM, her academic interests and fields of research have included collabo-
rations with other countries and institutions. These efforts have resulted in the full-scope establishment of a cornea tissue bank in
Rwanda, for example, as well as interdisciplinary research projects focusing on tumour biology and the pathogenesis of infectious
diseases with the Bernhard Nocht Institute for Tropical Medicine.

Contact details

email: a.fitzek@uke.de
URL: www.uke.de




Dr Katharina
FLECKENSTEIN

Regional Director Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

i 7 Mexico City, Mexico

Katharina Fleckenstein has been working at the German Academic Exchange Service since June 2009. Since June 2019, she
has been heading the regional DAAD office in Mexico City. From 2016 until 2019, she was the head of section for DAAD
scholarship programmes in North Africa and the Middle East. Prior to that, she worked in Afghanistan (Kabul/Mazar-e Sharif)
from 2014 to 2016 as a senior DAAD advisor for “Academic Mining Education in Afghanistan”, a joint project with the Ger-
man development organisation GIZ. Her previous positions included a stint as a senior desk officer for the DAAD's Pakistan
programmes in Bonn. Her academic background lies in religious and Islamic studies, which she pursued at the University of
Erfurt (Germany) and the University of Exeter (UK).

Contact details

email: info@daadmx.org
URL: www.daad.mx

Dr Alicia }
FONSECA MUNOZ

Professor
Universidad Autonoma Benito Juarez de Oaxaca (UABJO)

Oaxaca, Mexico

Dr Alicia Fonseca Mufioz has been a part-time lecturer in the Department of Biology Sciences at Universidad Autdnoma Benito
Juarez de Oaxaca since 2012. In this role, she has taught undergraduate courses in bioethics, ethnobiology, medical entomology,
the history and philosophy of biology, evolution, and microbiology. She has also organised and planned all the material presented
in her lectures and graded, mentored, and evaluated her students. Her research interests include biomedical science, biological
science, medical and forensic entomology, biotherapy using Lucilia sericata larvae, photochemistry, and ethnopharmacology. She
also recently completed a research stay in the Department of Animal Biology at Universidade Estadual de Campinas (Brazil) from
August to December 2018.

Contact details

email: afonsem@gmail.com
ResearchGate: /profile/Alicia_Fonseca
URL: https://larvaterapia.com/
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Jimena
FUENTES

Senior Technical Advisor
Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico Programme
Deutsche Gesellschaft flir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlZ)

Mexico City, Mexico

Jimena Fuentes is a Mexican lawyer and a specialist in law enforcement and security. She is currently working as a technical advisor
for FED-GIZ.

Contact details

email: jimena.fuentes@giz.de
URL: www.giz.de

Dr Zoraida
GARCIA CASTILLO
Coordinator of the Bachelor’s Degree in Forensic Science

Forensic Science Institute, Faculty of Medicine
National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM)

Mexico City, Mexico

Dr Zoraida Garcia Castillo has been the chair of the Forensic Science School at Universidad Nacional Auténoma de México (UNAM)
since early 2013. She previously worked as an assistant to a justice of the Supreme Court of Mexico from 2003 to 2013 and as a
legal assessor for the Federal Judicial Council from 1999 to 2001. She also served as a district attorney under the Attorney General of
Mexico from 1995 to 1998, a role in which she worked on special cases involving constitutional law and organised crime.

Contact details

email: zoraidagc@unam.mx

Twitter: @zzzgar

URL: www.cienciaforense.facmed.unam.mx



Tania Karina
GARCIA GALVAN

Technical Advisor in Communication
Deutsche Gesellschaft flir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (G12)

Ecuador

Tania Karina Garcia Galvan has a master's degree in design, communication, and information from Universidad Auténoma
Metropolitana. She has worked as a journalist for newspapers such as La Jornada Aguascalientes and Lider Empresarial, and as
a communication consultant in organisations such as the UN Humans Rights Council and UNESCO. She is currently a technical
communication advisor for the project Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico at the GIZ.

Contact details

email: tania.garcia@giz.de
LinkedIn: www.linkedin.com/in/taniagarciagalvan/

Maximilian Borja
HAGEN

Doctor

Institute of Legal Medicine

University Hospital Miinster

Westfalische Wilhelms-Universitat Minster

Munster, Germany

Maximilian Hagen has been responsible for the establishment of an examination algorithm for bone finds. He has already
gained a great deal of experience in scientific work both at national and international conferences and in the course of his own
publications. Mr Hagen covers the entire spectrum of forensic medical tasks at the Institute of Legal Medicine and has been
involved in the its curricular teaching since the beginning of his employment there.

Contact details

email: maximilian.hagen@ukmuenster.de
URL: www.ukm.de
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Dr Franziska
HOLZ

Physician

Institute of Legal Medicine Frankfurt
University Hospital Frankfurt
Goethe-Universitat Frankfurt am Main

Frankfurt am Main, Germany

Dr Franziska Holz studied human medicine at Justus-Liebig-University Giessen following working stays in Paris (France) and Antigua
(Guatemala). As part of her studies, she completed internships in Lomé (Togo) and Castlebar (Ireland). For her doctoral thesis, she an-
alysed bones from an ossuary discovered by chance during renovation work. The focus was on the development of biological profiles
(sex, age at death, body height) and the analysis of injury traces on the bones, in particular with regard to their time of origin (pre-/
peri-/post-mortal). Since 2016, Dr Holz has been undergoing further training to become a specialist in forensic medicine. Together
with Dr Christian Birngruber, she worked as an international expert on behalf of the GIZ in Guadalajara (Mexico) in April 2019.

Contact details

email: holz@med.uni-frankfurt.de
ResearchGate: /profile/Franziska_Holz2
URL: www.rmif.de

Dr Raquel )
HUERTA GONZALEZ

Forensic Expert
Instituto de Ciencias Forenses (INCIFO)

Mexico City, Mexico

Dr Raquel Huerta Gonzalez is currently working within the quality assurance department at INCIFO, where she is updating the area’s organi-
sational and procedural manuals in accordance with current regulations. She is also organising and proposing specialised training courses for
staff from the institute’s various departments to further their professional and academic training and growth. In addition, she is participating
actively in the accreditation process for the identification and quantification of ethanol in blood, as well as in the organisation of national and
international congresses related to bioethics and forensic sciences.

Contact details
email: raquel.huerta@tsjcdmx.gob.mx



Dr Javier
JIMENEZ PEREZ

Forensic Doctor
Instituto Jaliscience de Ciencias Forenses
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)

Guadalajara Jalisco, Mexico

Dr Javier Jiménez Pérez eamed his degree in medicine from the University of Guadalajara in 2018. He then started working at the Jalisciense
Institute of Forensic Sciences in September 2020, where he has performed more than 300 autopsies. He completed his most recent training
on the femicide chain of custody protocol and human rights.

Contact details

email: dr.jjimenezperez@gmail.com
LinkedIn: /javierjjp

Twitter: @Javier_JJP

Facebook: www.facebook.com/JJPJavier
URL: www.udg.mx

Dr Eilin
JOPP-VAN WELL
Forensic Anthropologist

Institute of Legal Medicine
University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf

Hamburg, Germany

Dr Eilin Jopp-van Well is a forensic anthropologist who has been an associate in the Institute of Legal Medicine at the Univer-
sity Hospital Hamburg-Eppendorf since 2000. She is responsible for forensic anthropological / archaeological cases (forensic
osteology and identification of exhumations, corpse search and recovery for police and public prosecutors) and forensic age
determination of the living. She has been participating in annual summer schools in Kigali since 2016 as part of a DAAD pro-
jectin Rwanda and is a lecturer for the National Police College in Musanze. She has also been involved in the documentation
of human remains at the Murambi Genocide Memorial. In particular, this has included identifying features and categorising
injuries (ante-, peri-, and post-mortem) and tissue damage.

Contact details

email: eilin.jopp@web.de
URL: www.uke.de
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Dr, Eliseo )
LAZARO RUIZ

Senior Researcher
Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Penales (INACIPE)

Mexico City, Mexico

Dr Eliseo Lazaro Ruiz holds a Ph.D in criminal sciences and criminal policy and a master’s degree in criminalistics from the
National Institute of Criminal Sciences (INACIPE), as well as an M.Sc in scientific methodology from the National Polytechnic
Institute (IPN). He also completed advanced studies in oral litigation with a specialisation in forensic sciences at the California
Western School of Law. He is the author of the books The Expert in the Accusatory Penal System and Forensic Science and
Cross-Examination. One of his most relevant investigations in forensic science, “Blood Coagulation in Determining Time of
Death”, was published by the Ibero-American Academy of Criminalistics and Forensic Studies.

Contact details

email: eliseo.lazaro@inacipe.gob.mx
email: eliseolazaroruizvp_13@hotmail.com
URL: www.inacipe.gob.mx

Dr Juan
LOPEZ VILLALVAZO

Medical Expert
Instituto Jaliscience de Ciencias Forenses
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)

Guadalajara Jalisco, Mexico

Dr Juan Pablo Lopez Villalvazo, 26, was born in Guadalajara, Mexico. A doctor who graduated from the University of Guada-
lajara, he currently performs his work as a medical expert at the Jalisco Institute of Forensic Sciences under the direction of
the Forensic Medical Service. He is in charge of processing related to the integration of files on unidentified deceased persons.
He also carries out autopsies to determine the cause and mechanisms by which a person’s death occurred, along with other
necessary procedures that require precision and constant attention to detail during criminal investigations.

Contact details

email: pablo.villalvazo1@gmail.com
URL: www.udg.mx



Dr Andres
LOPEZ-QUINTERO

Associate Professor
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)

Dr Andres Lopez-Quintero has been an associate professor at Universidad de Guadalajara since January 2019. He spent most of
his academic career at the same institution, earning a bachelor’s degree in biological and pharmaceutical chemistry, as well as
an M.Sc and a Ph.D in human genetics. He also spent five months as a research fellow in the Institute for Diabetes and Obesity
(IDO) at the Helmholtz Zentrum in Munich, Germany. His research interests include human genetics, association analysis, genetic
diversity, forensic genetics, and the genomics/proteomics of human identification. His expertise lies in genetics, genetic markers,
metabolism, obesity, type-2 diabetes, and chronic diseases.

Publications: https://pubmed.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/?term=%5BLopez-Quintero+A%5D

Contact details

email: andres.lopezq@academicos.udg.mx
ResearchGate: /profile/Andres_Lopez_Quintero
URL: www.cucs.udg.mx

Dr Lumila Paula
MENENDEZ

Principal Investigator
Department Anthropology of the Americas
Rheinische Friedrich-Wilhelms-Universitat Bonn

Vienna, Austria

Dr Lumila Menéndez is a biological anthropologist who focuses on studying human evolution and biocultural diversity in the
Americas. More broadly, her scientific interests are concentrated in human evolution, imaging methods, theoretical biology, and
ancient expansions. She completed her studies in anthropology and natural sciences at the University of La Plata (Argentina),
along with postdoctoral fellowships at the University of Tubingen (Germany) and the Konrad Lorenz Institute (Austria). She is
currently leading a project funded by the German Research Council (DFG) that is based at the University of Bonn and focuses
on studying morphological variation to evaluate the role of random and non-random processes in shaping the morphological
diversification during the peopling of the Americas.

Contact details

email: menendez@uni-bonn.de

Twitter: @lumilapm

ResearchGate: profile/Lumila_Menendez
URL: www.iae.uni-bonn.de
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Anja
MUNZIG

V ? Project Manager
| German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

Anja Munzig is a project manager in the development cooperation division at the DAAD. She joined the DAAD in 2008 and has
been responsible for scholarship holders from Pakistan and Brazil. Since 2013, she has been working as a project manager in
higher-education cooperation projects carried out with the GIZ in the department “Development Cooperation — Institution Build-
ing in Higher Education” (P31). In the past, Anja Munzig worked for the German-Brazilian research cooperation programme NoPa
and the German-Bangladeshi Higher Education Network for Sustainable Textiles (HEST). She is now involved in the German-Ec-
uadorian Research Program on Biodiversity and Climate Change (CoCiBio) and the German-Mexican University Collaboration to
Promote Academic Exchange between Forensic Doctors in Mexico and Germany (CoCiMex).

Contact details

email: munzig@daad.de
URL: www.daad.de

Maximilian David
MURCK

Head of Project
Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico
Deutsche Gesellschaft flir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlZ)

Mexico City, Mexico

Maximilian Murck graduated with a master's degree in international strategy and economics from the University of St An-
drews (United Kingdom). Before joining the German international development organisation GIZ, he worked as a strategic
management consultant and was an international consultant to the World Bank. Currently, he is head of the GIZ project
“Strengthening the Rule of Law in Mexico”.

Contact details

email: maximilian.murck@giz.de
Twitter: @chilangoaleman’

URL: www.giz.de



Theresa_lErika Nicole
OHLWARTHER

Physician
Institute of Legal Medicine
Justus-Liebig-Universitat Giessen

Giessen, Germany

Theresa Ohlwarther is a prospective specialist in forensic medicine. During her previous work at the Institute of Forensic Medicine
in Giessen, she was jointly responsible for the project Forensisches Konsil Gielsen (FoKoGi). There, she was entrusted with organis-
ing and implementing training courses for medical and non-medical staff and was able to gain extensive professional experience
in clinical forensic medicine in her daily case work. The subject of her doctoral thesis is the forensic medical or osteological evalu-
ation of bone finds on behalf of investigating authorities. She has written several articles for congresses and journals on her main
areas of interest, which are osteology and clinical forensic medicine.
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Contact details

email: theresa.ohlwaerther@forens.med.uni-giessen.de
URL: www.ukgm.de

Prof Dr Benjamin
ONDRUSCHKA

Director
Institute of Legal Medicine
University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf

Hamburg, Germany

Benjamin Ondruschka is a full professor for forensic pathology. He chairs the Institute of Legal Medicine and is managing director
of ForEx GmbH at the University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf Germany. The institute being one of the largest forensic
departments in Europe provides full forensic services including forensic pathology radiology toxicology genetics anthropology
entomology age assessment and clinical forensics for the Hamburg metropolitan area. Ondruschka'’s research is focusing on fatal
traumatic brain injury biomechanics of human head tissue layers and cardiopulmonary resuscitation-related injuries. He received
various prices for his research and teaching in Germany and New Zealand. Ondruschka is a board member of the German Society
of Legal Medicine.

Contact details

email: b.ondruschka@uke.de
ResearchGate: /profile/Benjamin_Ondruschka
URL: www.uke.de
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Aurora Marcela
PEREZ FLOREZ

Forensic Advisor
Deutsche Gesellschaft flir Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GlIZ)

Aurora Marcela Pérez Flérez has a degree in biology and a master’s degree in physical anthropology. She is currently studying for
a doctorate in physical anthropology at the National School of Anthropology and History (ENAH) in Mexico. Her main areas of in-
terest are bone trauma and the analysis of violence. She has been trained in the analysis of bone trauma during different research
projects in Colombia, Mexico, and the United States. She has also participated in various national and international congresses
and published articles on the analysis of bone trauma. In 2019, she was invited to the University of Alaska at Anchorage (USA)
to work as an instructor affiliated with the Department of Anthropology. She currently works as a forensic advisor for the German
international cooperation organisation GIZ in Mexico.

Contact details

email: aurora.perezflorez@giz.de
URL: www.giz.de

Dr Mirsha Erpmanuel
QUINTO-SANCHEZ

Associate Professor
Forensic Science Institute
National Autonomous University of Mexico (UNAM)

Mexico City, Mexico

Dr Mirsha Quinto-Sanchez is a biologist from the Autonomous University of the State of Hidalgo. He holds a master’s degree
in physical anthropology from UNAM and a doctorate in natural sciences from the National University of La Plata (Argentina).
He has published 26 articles and 11 book chapters on subjects such as anthropological biology, forensic anthropology, and
applied radiology. He has directed and advised undergraduate theses in physical anthropology, biology, and forensic science.
His lines of research deal with human craniofacial variation, human identification protocols, the management of pantheons
and mass graves, and methods for the determination of sex and ancestry. He is part of Mexico’s National System of Level-1
Researchers and currently works as an associate professor of forensic science in the Faculty of Medicine at UNAM.

Contact details

email: mirsha@cienciaforense.facmed.unam.mx
URL: www.cienciaforense.facmed.unam.mx
URL: www.laofunam.com



Prof Nallely Elizabeth
RAMIREZ CORONA

Medical Expert

Instituto Jaliscience de Ciencias Forenses
Universidad de Guadalajara (UdG)

San Pedro Tlaquepaque Jalisco, Mexico

Prof Nallely E. Ramirez Corona graduated from the University of Guadalajara with a master’s degree in forensic sciences with a
focus on expert opinion and legal medicine. She is currently an expert in forensic medicine at the Jaliscience Institute of Forensic
Sciences. She is also undergoing international training with the Foundation of Forensic Anthropology of Guatemala (FAFG) on
the search for and identification of missing persons. Her interests include subjects related to femicide and human identification
techniques.
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Contact details

email: nallelyrmzc@gmail.com
email: rcnallely@hotmail.com
URL: www.udg.mx

Rafgel
RUIZ MENA

Academic Secretary General
Instituto Nacional de Ciencias Penales (INACIPE)

Mexico City, Mexico

Rafael Ruiz Mena is a lawyer who graduated from the La Salle University Law School. He has a master’s degree in the direction
and management of security systems from the University of Alcala de Henares (Spain) and another in criminal sciences and
criminalistics from Mexico's Barra Nacional de Abogados. He is also involved in public service, having worked as the academic
secretary-general of the National Institute of Criminal Sciences since 2017

Contact details

email: rafael.ruizmena@inacipe.gob.mx
URL: www.inacipe.gob.mx
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Silvia
STIEFERMANN

Deputy Regional Director Mexico, Central America and the Caribbean and Head of Marketing
German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD)

Mexico City, Mexico

Silvia Stiefermann has been the head of marketing at the DAAD Regional Office in Mexico City since 2019. Previously, she
worked for almost two years as a DAAD guest lecturer in Guatemala City. She holds a master's degree in linguistics.

Contact details

email: stiefermann@daadmx.org
Facebook: /DAADMexico
URL: www.daad.mx

Dr CitIaJIi Ixchel
TREVINO GOMEZ

Forensic Medical Expert
Fiscalia General del Estado de Coahuila de Zaragoza (FGE)

Dr Citlalli Ixchel Trevifio Gomez graduated with a bachelor’s degree in medical science from the University of Monterrey in
2008 and went on to obtain a master's degree in forensic sciences from the University of Murcia in 2012. Since 2015, she has
been working at Fiscalia General del Estado de Coahuila de Zaragoza as a forensic doctor in the human identification team
as part of the state’s exhumation programme. In 2017, she also began serving as a professor of forensic medicine at La Salle
University. That same year, she started working in exhumation throughout the state of Coahuila, where she has been involved
in the identification of more than 31 people using different techniques (in particular based on DNA).

Contact details

email: ixcheltg@gmail.com
URL: www.fiscaliageneralcoahuila.gob.mx



Dr Marco Antonio
VELASQUEZ GUERRERO

Forensic Odontologist
Universidad Autonoma Benito Juarez de Oaxaca (UABJO)

Oxaca, Mexico

Dr Marco Antonio Velasquez Guerrero is a forensic odontologist at the General Prosecutor’s Office of the State of Oaxaca.

Contact details

email: eliseo.lazaro@inacipe.gob.mx
email: eliseolazaroruizvp_13@hotmail.com

Prof Dr Marielle
VENNEMANN

Head of Section Forensic Molecular Biology
Institute of Legal Medicine
University Hospital Minster
Westfalische Wilhelms-Universitat Minster

Munster, Germany

Prof Marielle Vennemann is a forensic molecular geneticist with 19 years of experience in her field. She studied anthropology with
a focus on human remains. In addition to herself, her laboratory currently comprises three technicians and three scientists. The lab
performs routine forensic case work involving crime scene traces and the identification of deceased individuals. One of the current
focuses of its research is on molecular age estimation using epigenetic signatures. In addition, the lab is now in the process of imple-
menting massive parallel sequencing. This technology makes it possible to predict the hair-, skin-, and eye colour of an unidentified
person and analyse their biogeographic origin.

Contact details

email: marielle.vennemann@ukmuenster.de
ResearchGate: /profile/Marielle_Vennemann
GoogleScholar

URL: www.ukm.de
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Technical Advisor in Communication
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Doctor
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University Hospital Miinster
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Physician
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Forensic Expert
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Medical Expert
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Associate Professor
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