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umversmes Where admlssmns
have ‘grown faster than_ expan-

lectu e rooms. )
As student numbers contlnue

o nlty (EAC) counterparts are fac- ) 18 300 between 2001 and y 007 '
ing a growing headache Howto [
-guarantee quahty ‘of learnmg

Concerns are.  growing “across
. ‘the: reglon that the quality of .
Iearmng is degeneratmg aster.
than ever before -even ag regula—
tors try: to tlghten the noose on
the 1nst1tut10ns. CE et

Quahty assurance B
Although un1vers1t1es too -
‘have upped their mternal qual-’ .
ity assurance systems the EAC.
higher education system. is fac-
ing a crisis of sorts, a higher™
education forum held mid last
~month in Bonn (Germany) and
Brussels (Belgium) heard. :
- The foerum, dubbed Dialogue
on Innvvative Higher Education
Strategies: Netwoﬂcmg with Eu-:
ropean and German Stakehold-
ers in Quality Enhancement m
. Higher- -Education, which was
attended by a, host of senjor of-
ficials “from . EAC universities, . fc
‘was organised- by the. German | institution. and hcensm of st
Academic - Exchange Service dent récruitment agenc1es and
(DAAD) and the German Rec- - activities, said Prof David Some, tank Centre for Highe Educa» Data from the World Bank
tors® Conference (HRK) in con-  the secretary and chief execu-. -tion Transformation . I R - - shows-that Kenyan researchers
junction -with the Inter Uni- tive at the Commission for Uni- - reveals that Ken 8 da and . S-M° - 'published 291 articles in peer-
versity Council for East Africa versity Education. (CUE), Ken- .. reviewed scientific: and techni-
(IUCEA). ya’s universities regulator. cal journals in:2009, compared
“The higher education system : SRR with 152 from Tanzanian re-
has grown too rapidly in the Foreign universities searchers in the same year, 143

institutions and innovation. po-

EAC region, compromising the The rules also provide for réc-  tential. . from Uganda, and just 12 from
quality of learning. It is clear ognition and evaluation of qual- However, Kenya is the best Rwanda and three from Bu-
the region was not prepared ifications awarded by foreign performing among the three in . rundi.

for such a rapid growth. It is universities and institutions. - all these indicators, particularly L Tanzania comes second in
very worrying,” said Mayunga  Although enrolment in hlgher on the local availability of spe-: BT most of the indicators, while

Nkunya, executive secretary education has-been growing:i
at.IUCEA, the body charged all the:East Afrlcan countrle
with harmonising and: regulat- concerns:’ have been growm
ing university education in the over- the umversmes effective-:
region. ness: i reparmg graduates to.-

For example, the number of be competitive in the 21st’ cen-;
students at the University of Dar tury technology—drlven er

Salaam surged from 8,100 to . Latest data from ‘th

Uganda - scores - highly in .the-
growth rate of labour produc-
tivity and enrohnent in tertiary
institutions.

Uganda has seen a rapid ex-
pansion in university enrolment
over the past few years, with
many ' Kampala-based institus .




per cent, three times higher
than the increase in enrol-
ments. Still, dropout rates are
high in some fields of study at
Makerere with more than 50

tions. setting up cam-
buses in rural areas such
as West Nile, -an area,
which has seen a trlplmg
in the number of univer-

sity graduates. . per cent of students entering
Data from . CHET undergraduate programmes
shows that between 2001 in  business/ management

and 2007, the University
of Dar es Salaam’s grad-
uation growth rate was
higher than its .enrol-
ment growth rate, which
implies fewer students

likely to drop out before grad-
uation.

The dropout rate in science
and technology programmes
is about 35 per cent, while
that in the humanities pro-

drop out. grammes is lower at 25
Similar trends per cent.

are found in Mak- ~ The EAC is pursuing

erere . University, the idea of establishing a

which saw a° gradua-
tion growth rate of 8.9

common regional quality as-

surance framework that would ~
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foster mutual recognition of ac-

ademic and professional qualifi-

cations and promote cross-bor-
. der education.

Under a programme joint-
Iy rolled out by the IUCEA
and DAAD, at least 100 qual-
ity assurance officers have been
trained in Kenya, Tanzania and
Uganda, Rwanda and Burundi.

“Some of the skills achieved
by the guality assurance officers
include how to implement qual-
ity guidelines and set up and
run  Quality Assurance QA)
o‘ﬁces ” said Prof Mike Kuria,
director of Centre for Quahty
Assurance at Daystar Universi-
ty and the DAAD co- ordinating
expert on the QA initiative for

East Africa.

ge and tegrat-

“ed the instrument into their na- °

tional systems of institutional
evaluation.

The African Umon has been
working on a project to- insti-

-tutionalise quality assurance -

in higher education under the
auspices of the Plan of Action
for the Second Decade of Edu-
‘cation for Afrlca whlch runs

E until 2016.

" In addition, the AU is work-
ing on a programme to harmo-

- ‘nise higher education in Africa,

and to establish an African Sys-
tem to measure and compare
performance of higher edaca-
tion institutions.

But funding is also emerg-

‘ing as a big headache for EAC

education managers. In recent
years, government fundirg for
higher education has increased
only marginally. State funding
constitutes the bulk of univer-
sity income in most of the EAC,
representing between 50 and 90
per cent of total institutional
revenue.

Income from self-sponsored,
programmes constitutes an av-
erage 15 per cent of revenue in
Kenyan universities; the Univer-
sity of Nairobi has the highest
proportion of income derived
from fees — some 40 per cent.

Public spending in Kenya on
higher education, as a ‘propor-
tion of GDP, averaged 6.7 per
cent between 2002 and 2010.

The regional picture is not
much different — East African
governments spent an average

. The. programme is ‘also. sup- ’
- ported by the HRK.The EAC
s oplng to get into a common

The higher education
system has grown
too rapidly in the EAC
region, compromising
the quality of
learning."”

of 4.5 per cent of GDP or :
‘education in 2010; the'lo

ing Uganda where. private fees
are the leading source.of fund.
ing and the government spent

- only 2.5 per cent of GDP on uni-

versities.
Student fees.are now. the Iead-

.ing source of funding for Ugan-

dan universities; the percentage
share of private resourees in
public institutions has. overtak-
en government support.

- At Makerere: University; for
example, funds from private
sources contributed 60 per cent
to” total recurrent expenditure
in 2005/06 up from 28 per cent
in 1996/ 97..

Change in-education sector

“The nature of higher educa-
tion around the world is chang-
ing. This is true for teaching, for
research, and for the manage-
ment of higher education insti-
tutions. Universities in many
countries are faced with 1
public funding, more demands
by external stakeholders as well
as increasing national and in-
ternational competition,” said
Marc Wilde, the head of unit,
DAAD, Bonn.

“ngher education institu-
tions have to identify ways to
harness their strengths, to deal
with uncertainties; they have
to introduce new management
tools in order to use the scarce
resources prudently and  effi-
ciently,” he said.

By Christine Mungai and Pe-
ter Mwaura




