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Questions we hope to 
address…

What is Unite! ? 

What does Collaborative Teaching mean for 
Unite! ? 

How does Unite! enable Collaborative 
Teaching? 

What kind of Collaborative Teaching is currently 
happening at Aalto?
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Unite! Fact Sheet
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• Joint Teaching
• Joint Research & Innovation
• Student Exchange

• Born as a European Commission initiative – 
European Universities Initiative

• One of 64 European University Alliances
• 9 partner universities
• Sustainability, innovation and technology as 

main themes

European Universities initiative. (n.d.). European Education Area. 
https://education.ec.europa.eu/education-levels/higher-education/european-univers
ities-initiative

Three pillars of cooperation



Unite! aims at embedding cooperation 
into the universities everyday functioning 

in the long-term
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What is Collaborative Teaching at Unite! ?
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• Courses or degrees 
implemented by 2 or 
more partner 
universities

• Formal education: must 
provide study credits

Objectives

• Students have access to a wider and 
more diverse catalogue of courses

• Universities can benefit from the 
expertise of the partners

• Creates opportunities to provide 
offerings than one university alone 
would not be able to provide

• Fosters international academic 
exchange among teaching staff, but 
also students



Examples of Collaborative Teaching and Joint Education
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Joint Programmes

• International Master’s 
Degree Programmes, 
where participants 
complete their 
students in at least 2 
different universities.

Collaborative 
Courses

•COILs

• Collaborative Online 
International Learning

•BIPS

• Blended Intensive 
Programmes

• Summer/Winter 
Schools, e.g.

Virtual Exchanges

• Online courses from 
an existing curriculum 
that are open to 
participants from 
other universities. 

• The student applies 
for credit transfer 
locally at their home 
university



Collaborative Online International Learning (COIL)
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Ex. Professor A gives 6 ECTS to 

students in uni A  

University A

Complementary 

topic A (ex.3 ECTS 

of content)

Ex. 6 Credits given to 

students from uni A 

University B

Complementary 

topic X (ex.3 ECTS 

of content)

Ex. 6 Credits given 

to students from HEI 

B

Ex. Professor B gives 6 ECTS to 

students in uni B 

Image adapted from coil.suny.edu



Creating a Collaborative Teaching offering 
in a nutshell at Aalto University

Find partners

Teachers and 
administrative 

points of contact

Define project

Decide on the type 
of cooperation

Adapting an 
existing 

course/programme 
is a good idea

Seeking local 
approval

Write a project 
plan for funding 

applications

Apply for 
funding

Not compulsory for 
all offering types

Formalize the 
offering 
“locally”

Include course in 
the study offering 

or curriculum

Implement 
your offering

Plan student 
communication

Student 
registration 

Plan teaching and 
teaching tools

Grant 
certification/study 

credits

Assess and 
readjust
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Teaching a Collaborative Course
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Course 
structure 

highlighting
collaboration

Digital 
compatibility 

and 
onboarding

Multicultural 
interaction 

and language 
diversity

Work division 
among 

universities

Cross-instituti
onal feedback 

processing



Enabling
Collaborative 

Teaching

Matchmaking 
events and 

Seed Fund for 
new projects

Trainings and 
other capacity 
building events

Contact 
people

Joint teaching IT 
infrastructure

Course 
catalogue for 

students, local 
student 

representatives 
and events

Joint teaching 
IT 

infrastructure

Online Toolkit

One-stop-shop
Mapping 

processes
locally

and 
sharing best 

practices

Bring 
academics 
together to 
incubate 

innovation

In its second cycle, Unite 
is developing its support 
system.
Each block is in varying 
stages of development.

A home for 
Unite! 

Collaborative 
Teaching



Online Toolkit -

Joint Programme
Design Filtering Tool
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Collaborative Teaching at Aalto University
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Joint Programme- CoDaS Master of Science in Communications 
Engineering and Data Science 
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Four partner universities
Aalto
Grenoble INP
Técnico Lisboa
TU Braunschweig

Students study their 1st year in one university and 2nd year in another

1st year studies common in all universities, specialization on the 2nd year

Students graduate from both universities they have studied in



Collaborative Course – Design Thinking Blended Intensive 
Programme

13.10.2024 15

Problem-based learning course

Guest lecturers and tutoring shared between partners

Face-to-face week hosted at Aalto University

81 hours (3 ECTS)

Aalto
UPC
PoLiTo



Collaborative Teaching at Aalto 2023-2025 
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Collaborative Courses Joint Programmes Virtual Exchanges

Name Partners Name Partners Sustainability in Teaching (Pedagogical Course)

Unite! Blended Intensive 
Program on Design thinking 
and product development

Aalto, UPC, PoliTo CoDaS Aalto (coord), GINP-UGA, UPC, 
ULisboa, TU Braunschweig 

Thesis Writing for Engineers (MSc)

Communications Engineering 
and data science

UPC, Aalto,  PoliTo, 
TU-Braunschweig 

Advanced Materials for 
Innovation and Sustainability 
(AMIS)

GINP-UGA (coord), Aalto, TU 
Darmstadt, Université de 
Bordeaux, Université de Liège

Introductory Finnish (MOOC)

7 Teaching & Learning new projects 
involving Aalto University have been 
granted Seed Funding in June 2024

Mathematics and Operations 
Research /Industrial and 
Applied Mathematics, 
Operations Research, 
Combinatorics, Optimization 

Aalto, GINP-UGA ENSIMAG 

Circular Economy for Energy Storage Theory (Energy Engineering Virtual 
Exchange)

Computer Science, Machine 
Learning, Data Science, AI / 
Informatics, Information 
Systems Engineering 

Aalto, GINP-UGA ENSIMAG 

Russian 1

Communications Engineering Aalto, UPC, GINP-UGA 
ENSIMAG 

https://www.unite-university.eu/unitenews/sustainability-in-teaching-pedagogical-course-now-open-for-unite-faculty
https://www.unite-university.eu/unitenews/design-thinking-and-product-development-unite
https://www.unite-university.eu/unitenews/design-thinking-and-product-development-unite
https://www.unite-university.eu/unitenews/design-thinking-and-product-development-unite
https://www.unite-codas-master.eu/
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/aalto-CU-1150933473-20220801/brochure
https://www.unite-university.eu/unitenews/communications-engineering-and-data-science-summer-course-unite
https://www.unite-university.eu/unitenews/communications-engineering-and-data-science-summer-course-unite
https://amis-master.eitrawmaterials.eu/
https://amis-master.eitrawmaterials.eu/
https://amis-master.eitrawmaterials.eu/
https://openlearning.aalto.fi/course/view.php?id=59#section-0
https://www.aalto.fi/en/programmes/masters-programme-in-mathematics-and-operations-research/double-degree-studies-in-mathematics-and-operations-research
https://www.aalto.fi/en/programmes/masters-programme-in-mathematics-and-operations-research/double-degree-studies-in-mathematics-and-operations-research
https://www.aalto.fi/en/programmes/masters-programme-in-mathematics-and-operations-research/double-degree-studies-in-mathematics-and-operations-research
https://www.aalto.fi/en/programmes/masters-programme-in-mathematics-and-operations-research/double-degree-studies-in-mathematics-and-operations-research
https://www.aalto.fi/en/programmes/masters-programme-in-mathematics-and-operations-research/double-degree-studies-in-mathematics-and-operations-research
https://joint-edu-offerings.unite-university.eu/vecp-energy-course-offering
https://joint-edu-offerings.unite-university.eu/vecp-energy-course-offering
https://www.aalto.fi/en/study-options/machine-learning-data-science-and-artificial-intelligence-computer-communication-and-information
https://www.aalto.fi/en/study-options/machine-learning-data-science-and-artificial-intelligence-computer-communication-and-information
https://www.aalto.fi/en/study-options/machine-learning-data-science-and-artificial-intelligence-computer-communication-and-information
https://www.aalto.fi/en/study-options/machine-learning-data-science-and-artificial-intelligence-computer-communication-and-information
https://sisu.aalto.fi/student/courseunit/otm-e9a8ac55-0ee1-41d0-8601-4c845595ccac/brochure
https://www.aalto.fi/en/study-options/communications-engineering-computer-communication-and-information-sciences-master-of-science


Possible directions for the future?
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•Strategic alignment on the integration of Collaborative Teaching 
into curriculum planning
• Anticipate allocation of resources for international cooperation

•Shared quality assurance process for Unite! education
• Alliance-wide quality assurance for educational offerings that are accepted by 

every partner to streamline accreditation and increase offerings’ appeal to 
students
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WANT TO KNOW MORE?
 
Scan the QR code below and 
find these slides and some of 
the resources mentioned here



Kiitos
aalto.fi
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http://www.aalto.fi/

